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Friars Profess Simple Vows
by John Feister, OFM

E

ight men professed first vows as
Franciscan friars at Old Mission
Santa Barbara, in California, on
July 2. The men are from three
Franciscan provinces across the United
States. A small gathering in the novitiate chapel at the 18th century mission included leadership from the three provinces, who formally
witnessed the vows and received the new
friars, as well as other friar-witnesses and
staff.
For Holy Name Province, New York, Friar
Michael Blastic, OFM, accepted the vows of:
Daniel Cruz, OFM
Tyler Grudi, OFM
Kevin Hamzik, OFM
James Kernan, OFM,
For Saint Barbara Province, California, Friar
Martin Ibarra, OFM, accepted the vows of:
Juan Luis Guerrero, OFM,
Juan Perez Lombera, OFM
For St. John the Baptist Province, Ohio, Frank
Jasper, OFM, accepted the vows of:
Philip McCarter, OFM,
Brian Menezes, OFM
During the Friday afternoon liturgy, Friar Jeff
McNab, OFM, novice master, gave advice to

the newly professed: “It is the heart that
makes this Franciscan journey rich, powerful
and attractive in a world that is filled with trouble. The heart is what the world needs. The
brothers who surround you all make up this
one heart that you are joining.”
At the ceremony, the men formally signed a
document of their vows, and received the
waist-cord of simple rope, wrapped around
their plain brown robe, with knots symbolic of
the vows of Franciscanism: poverty, chastity,
and obedience. The robe and cord, along with
a soft hood, comprise the Franciscan habit.
Brian Menezes, OFM, of St. John the Baptist
Province, says “I feel a part of the larger Franciscan fraternity now.” There was music,
preaching, prayer and fellowship at the gathering, but for Brian, one moment stands out:
“when I knelt before Father Frank and recited
the vows.” Those were the vows of poverty,
chastity and obedience, of course, but the
context of those vows is everything. It is in a
circle of friendship, of brotherly love, of support and solidarity that will accompany the friar
for life. The small gathering at Old Mission
Santa Barbara was symbolic of that.”
Tyler Grudi, OFM, of Holy Name Province,
says the part of the ceremony where the friars
blessed water stood out for him: “All of us novices held our hands over the water and
blessed it. This reminded me of why I'm pro-

fessing vows. We all have already been consecrated at Baptism, and it is our baptismal
vows that we are reaffirming. It's every Christian's vows that we are affirming — the whole
body of Christ.”
Tyler, Brian and the others will spend the coming months in a ministry assignment within the
new Brothers Walking Together program. It is
a joint program of the six US provinces in the
process of merging, placing friars across provinces. They will go in pairs to work with Franciscans on society's margins in Jamaica, Philadelphia, and at the US/Mexican border in
Arizona.
After that ministry assignment, they will continue their Franciscan formation at the interprovincial post-novitiate formation house at St.
Joseph Friary in Chicago’s Hyde Park neighborhood, where friars live in community while
pursuing formal studies at Catholic Theological Union and other academic institutions.
Friars there also serve in various local ministries. There are currently 17 friars at St. Joseph Friary preparing for lifelong Franciscan
ministry.
On July 15, a new group of five men who
spent the last year as Franciscan postulants in
Silver Spring, Maryland, will be formally received into the interprovincial novitiate.

Fortunatus Hausser, OFM
1853–1936
ather Fortunatus was just about to complete the eighty-third year of his life as
he died just sixteen days shy of his
birthday. A native of Bavaria, he had
previously served as a telegraph operator during the Franco-Prussian War. His
family emigrated to the United States after that war and settled
in Joliet, Illinois.
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For almost thirty years following his ordination, Father Fortunatus served as a faculty member of Quincy College, eventually

Happy birthday!!
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July 17

Clarence Klingert
Tom Eaton
John Abts

(79)
(67)
(74)

rising to the office of disciplinarian and then rector of
the college. During his time at the college, he was
known for his geniality yet his firm discipline of the students. In 1917, he was appointed pastor of St. Peter’s
in Chicago, a position he held for four years. In 1921,
he was transferred to St. Louis to serve as chaplain for
the Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet.
His rapid deterioration of health and subsequent death
were a surprise to all who knew him. It was believed that Father
Fortunatus was a victim of the terrible heat of the summer of
1936.
From SHP Necrology

Bill Rooney ministers at St Peter’s in the Loop and lives with four friars
at St. Gratian Friary in Countryside. Bill loves to garden and so we are
blessed with a variety of brilliant colors and many varieties of beautiful
flowers! Thank you, Bill!

Submitted: Chuck Faso, OFM

Remembering Our Brothers

PLEASE PRAY FOR



As the provincials from all over the world meet in
Rome for the General Chapter, let us pray that
the Holy Spirit will inspire the friars as they elect
a new Administration for the Order.



Continue to pray for all the people who have been
affected by natural disasters, especially those affected by recent hurricanes and the heatwaves in
the east coast.

ndre Schludecker, OFM,
celebrated his 85th birthday on Sunday, July 11,
with the entire community
at Bl. Giles. His actual birthday was
on July 13, but the friars at Bl. Giles
gather together on Sundays to mark
such occasions.

Andre asked for an angel food cake
as dessert on his birthday. A bit of
strawberries and whipped cream and,
voila, you have a dessert beyond
imagining.
Ad multos annos, Andre!

Beauty in the Heart of St.
Louis at St. Anthony’s
We live in a very ‘lively’ neighborhood here in Dutchtown,
St. Louis – and our not-solittle backyard is beautifully
enhanced by the hard work of
a few of the friars who live
here. Br. Damian Pfeifer
takes special care with the
flowers, and we wanted to
show off a bit of his handiwork. It is so nice and
refreshing to come home
to this kind of beauty in
this crazy world we live in!

Submitted: Bob Barko, OFM

We ask all readers of the ATP
to please pray with us
the following intentions
for the month of July:

Thank you, Br. Damian!
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