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Remembering Father John Sullivan, O.F.M.

I

n addition to the friars of
Sacred Heart Province,
many Secular Franciscans
had the privilege of knowing
and working with Father
John Sullivan, O.F.M., over his many
years of assisting the Secular Franciscan
Order (the OFS). At the time of his death,
in November 2016, he was serving as
the Provincial Spiritual Assistant, the Regional Spiritual Assistant for Franciscans of the Prairie Regional
Secular Franciscan Fraternity, and the local Spiritual Assistant of
Our Lady of the Angels Fraternity in Decatur, IL.
Father John showed his deep commitment to the spiritual and
pastoral care of the OFS in many ways, not the least of which
was the development of ongoing formation materials for their
use. One such resource was his Sharing the Good News: Keeping Our Focus on Francis, a course first published in 2002. Thérèse and Deacon Dave Ream, O.F.S., a Secular Franciscan couple who worked with Father John, undertook the process of extensive revision and updating of this course between May, 2019,
and December, 2021.
The entire series of 24 topics of Father John’s revised
course, Keeping our Focus on St. Francis of Assisi, is now
available and easily accessible to everyone! Here’s how:
https://secularfranciscansusa.org + Resources + Formation &
Spirituality + Ongoing Formation + New! Focus on St. Francis +
Keeping Our Focus on St. Francis of Assisi
Brother Damian
Pfeifer OFM,
and Father
Thomas
Sserwadda enjoying the recent
snowfall at St
Anthony’s in St.
Louis. Father
Thomas is from
Uganda and is
studying at St.
Louis University and staying with the friars
at St. Anthony’s. It was his first experience
with a large snowfall.
Submitted: Jim Lause, OFM

And there you will find the cover
page (John actually did the Tau
cross wood-burning of St. Francis!), the preface and the 24 topics.
It is strongly recommended to take the time to read the Preface
before you start using this ongoing formation and personal enrichment resource. It contains valuable background information
about the series and its author, an editors’ preface, a one-page
list of the topics, a suggested procedure for using Keeping Our
Focus on St. Francis of Assisi, and a very important documentation section including abbreviations and websites, copyright
permissions, and a list of references.
As the topics are reviewed, notice that the deliberate choice was
made, where possible, to feature paintings and images not usually portrayed in Franciscan formation materials.
The editors are immensely grateful to the National Formation
Commission and its Chair, Diane Menditto, O.F.S., for their assistance in making this resource widely available by posting it on
the National Fraternity’s website and for introducing it to the participants in the January 22, 2022, Open Forum Zoom virtual
meeting sponsored by the Commission.
May the total commitment to the Franciscan way of life which
Father John Sullivan, O.F.M., exhibited in his own life continue to
inspire each of us to embrace the way of Saint Francis of Assisi
with renewed vigor and purpose!
Submitted: Deacon Dave and Thérèse Ream, O.F.S.
Regional Spiritual Assistant and Regional Formation Team member,
Franciscans of the Prairie Region, OFS-USA

The friars of the 6 provinces started retreat on February 7, in Malibu, CA,
with Bishop Ferd Cheri III, OFM, as retreat master.

Submitted: Duc Pham, OFM

Remembering Our Brothers
Clete Adams, OFM
1899-1937
Clete Adams, a member
of the faculty of Quincy
College, died just a month
after his thirty-seventh
birthday. He had been ordained in 1925. His
studies had been interrupted during the first
World War when he returned to his home in
Teutopolis to care for the family farm after his
two brothers were drafted.

Fr.

His first two years after ordination were spent in the parish in
Waterloo, IA. After two years, he was appointed to the faculty of
Quincy College in Quincy, IL, a position he held until his untimely
death in 1937. He was a science teacher and was highly esteemed by both his students and his fellow faculty members. A
year and a half before his death, he was diagnosed with a malignant cancer. Vigorous treatments were tried, but he succumbed
to pneumonia shortly thereafter. He was buried in Quincy, IL.
From SHP Necrology

Recently, Jim Wheeler, OFM, celebrated his 88th birthday with
his community in Quincy, IL. Photo shows Jim Wheeler in the
middle, Fr. Irenaeus Kimminau, OFM, on his right, and Mike
Broemmer (Rita's husband), on his left.
Bottom: Rita Broemmer and Rosemary Nauber began working
for the friary in Quincy in 1992. Both are semi-retired, and continue to work there a few days each week.

Submited: Jose Zimmernann, OFM

PLEASE PRAY FOR
We ask all readers of the ATP to please pray with us the
following intentions
for the month of February:


Continue to pray for an end to abortion and for the
respect of all human life.



† For people who continue to die of COVID-19.
†May the souls of the faithful departed
through the mercy of God rest in peace.

Mike Haney, OFM, was featured in the
latest newsletter of the St. John the
Baptist Province. Read the whole article by clicking on the link:
Embracing a new ministry in New Orleans - Franciscan Friars
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