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GENERAL MINISTER

The

VISITS MANITOWOC
friars at Blessed Giles Friary in
Manitowoc, WI, welcomed the General Minister, Massimo Fusarelli,
O.F.M., on Tuesday, November 30,
the Feast of St. Andrew the Apostle. Four friars accompanied
him on his journey to Northern
Wisconsin from Waterford, WI.
His main purpose was to visit
the retired friars.
Brother Massimo celebrated the Eucharist with the community. In his homily, he encouraged the
friars to continue to hope, to believe, and to care for one another. In his words: “Dear brothers, forgive me as I say this, you are mistaken if you think that your mission is over because you are living
in the provincial home for senior friars. The most beautiful quality of our Franciscan vocation is that
we have a never-ending mission to each other.” We must care for each other as St. Francis said:
“for, if a mother nourishes and loves her carnal son, how much more earnestly ought one to love
and nourish his spiritual brother!” (Cf. 2R VI)
Following the Mass, the friars enjoyed a special lunch of homemade turkey soup prepared by
Vernon Olmer, O.F.M. Several friars went back for second and third helpings.
Provincial Minister, Tom Nairn, O.F.M., was also present for the visit of the General Minister. Thankful for his visit, the friars of Blessed Giles promised to remember Brother Massimo in their prayer as
he travels around the world encouraging all the friars to “care for each other.”

C

hristopher Neumann, OFM, is not very fond of the cold weather in
Manitowoc, WI. Nevertheless, on Sunday, November 28, he accepted
the invitation to take a ride to Door County in the upper part of Wisconsin. Ken Rosswog, OFM, and Andre Schludecker, OFM, also joined in the trip. On their way back, they stopped at the farm of Mr. Barney Cisler, a friend of the friars.
They just arrived on time to enjoy a slice of Barney’s fresh loaf of bread, which was still warm as they greeted one another.

Remembering Our Brothers
Rayner Dolesh, OFM
1933-1983
the age of 49, Father Rayner was in
the prime of his active missionary life
in Brazil when he was suddenly taken
ill. Desperate attempts to save his life
proved of little avail. He died of complications of meningitis on December 2, one day before he was to be
flown to a hospital in the United States.
Father Alexander Dowey, OFM, a classmate and close friend
provided this description of his funeral in Brazil: “The funeral
began around 4:00pm, and it was moving. Those who had
worked with him in recent years, priests and laity, took part in
the liturgy. People came from many places where he had been
the Padre who visited their village. Some came from long distances. Mike Kellett, OFM, our Franciscan Superior, was the
main celebrant. The homily was given by two catechists Rayner
had worked with, and Gregory Joeright, OFM. All had genuine

praise for the work he had done to establish the Kingdom of God here in the Amazon, and also for his efforts to help the people improve their standard of living.
One of the catechists said that he had left his mark on
the whole state of Pará. The other praised him for
practicing what he preached. Gregory Joeright, OFM,
emphasized his efforts to implant the Kingdom.
At the time of his death, Father Rayner was enthusiastic about the fact that he was living with four seminarians in a community that he compared to "Rivo Torto." His confreres remember him for his gift of song, the lively classes he
taught at the seminary, and his gift of story telling which has left
behind many legends.
Sorely missed and loved by his confreres and his brothers and
sisters in the communities along the Amazon, he was laid to
rest in Santarem, Brazil, near the other priests and religious
who had died there.
From SHP Necrology

N

ot long after Moisés
Gutiérrez, OFM, completed his PhD at Gonzaga
University, the chair of
the Doctoral Program in Leadership
Studies (DPLS), invited him to consider teaching the Global Leadership
course for the doctoral program in
Leadership Studies. Hesitantly, Moisés
agreed to teach the course. This past
Summer, he taught two different sections of the course. Needless to say, Moisés expresses, - “it wasn't easy. In fact, I was
kind of scared. I can honestly say that it was a great learning
experience.” Moisés will be teaching the course again in the
Spring of 2022. “I guess, I didn't do a really bad job,” says Moisés with great enthusiasm. “That invitation made me the first
person who graduated from the DPLS who became a professor
for the program.”

Another interesting fact is that by now he has taught at all the
different levels of education: from kindergarten to doctoral students and everything in between. Life is full of surprises, huh?
Gonzaga University posted this note about this on their web
site: https://www.gonzaga.edu/news-events/stories/2021/11/12/
lifegiving-worldview.
Submitted: Moisés Gutiérrez, OFM

Happy birthday!!
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PLEASE PRAY FOR
We ask all readers of the ATP to please pray with us
the following intentions for the month of December:



Continue to pray for an end to abortion and for the
respect of all human life.
For people who continue to die of COVID-19.

† For all the diseased members of the three major
branches of the Franciscan Order.
Schedule of the
Provincial Minister
for the month of December 2021


December 1-4: Chicago, IL. St. Peter’s and St, Joseph—
English Specking Conference meeting.



December 15-17: St. Louis, MO. Provincial Council meeting.



December 21-26: Parma, OH. St. Anthony of Padua Friary
and family visit.
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