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We, Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province, profess and live the Gospel within the
Catholic Church. Living in fraternity and walking with God's people, especially those marginalized by society, we
are heralds of peace and ministers of reconciliation.
Value from Province’s Mission Statement: Recognizing the gifts all friars bring
FRANCISCAN ACTION NETWORK

P

ostulant, Nolin Ainsworth, joined colleagues at Franciscan Action Network
in an annual Polar Bear Plunge on
Saturday, Feb. 13. The plunge raised
money for Chesapeake Climate Action
Network. Family, friends and friars helped Ainsworth raise over $800 prior to his jump into the
Northwest Branch Anacostia River in Silver
Spring, MD. "It wasn't quite as painful as I thought
it would be, but I did underestimate how deep the
creek was," Ainsworth said. "It was great to raise
a little money for the people working to combat
climate change." Ainsworth and Domingo Martinez (Holy Name Province), serve as FAN interns, twice a week, during their postulancy year.
Submitted: Nolin Ainsworth, Postulant

From Joe Rogenski, OFM
FMU Franciscan Missionary Union

T

he Board for the General
Secretariat for the Franciscan Missions, situated in
Waterford, WI, and directed
by our Curia in Rome, met
on Monday, February 8th, to review the various grants that came in for consideration of
funding.
The Board, made up of representatives
from the different U.S. provinces and members of the Curia, bestowed more than 1.2
million dollars to the various missions in the
world: helping them with COVID-19 assistance for the poor, funding for formation
programs, also construction of houses and
friaries and education projects for the
poor. All of these are administrated by the
friars. Various appeals are made by the friars there at Waterford and letters of appeal
are also sent out soliciting help. People
have been very generous during these difficult times. God bless them all!

obert Wyatt, PhD, a longtime and accomplished
leader in higher education,
has been named the next
Vice President for University Advancement
at Quincy University. In this role, he will be
responsible for fundraising, alumni relations,
marketing, and communications at QU.

R
Quincy University
Office of Community
Relations

F

ranciscan Outreach in Chicago has worked hard during
this pandemic to care for the city's homeless. Here's an
article detailing some of those efforts: https://
southsideweekly.com/chicago-shelters-struggle-to-meetthe-need-in-a-covid-winter/

Ralph Parthie, OFM, Ed Shea, OFM, and I sit on Franciscan
Outreach's Board of Directors. The organization is surviving this
difficult time through the efforts of a dedicated staff. If you're
looking for a Lenten charity, please consider making a contribution to Franciscan Outreach. https://franoutreach.org/give-a-gift/
Jerry Bleem, OFM

Remembering Our Brothers
Cyprian Banscheid , OFM
1852-1910

F

ather Cyprian came to the United
States in 1875, another of the many
exiles of the Kulturkampf. Two
years later, after finishing his studies in St. Louis, he was ordained to the priesthood. His first assignment was to be the first pastor and superior of St. Bernard Church and Friary
in St. Bernard, Nebraska.
The privation of this friary, located in the western most
reaches of the province, were considerable. Father Cyprian and his confreres, Father Alois Hoeren and Brother Aegidius Steckling, were pioneers in the true sense of the
term. There were no roads to speak of in that part of Nebraska and the parish covered a territory that included
homes and farms up to eighteen miles away. The only
way to travel was by horse drawn wagon through the uneven and rutted fields. Once while making such a trip in the
middle of the winter, Father Cyprian collapsed from the
cold and fell off the wagon, loaded with firewood. He was
taken to a country post office where some kind people
were able to revive him.

After serving as pastor in Quincy, Joliet, Chicago, and St. Louis, Father Cyprian was elected by
the Province Chapter of 1906 to serve as Provincial Minister. In those days, the term of office
was only three years. Toward the end of the third
year, Father Cyprian suffered a stroke in the train
station of St. Paul, Minnesota. He had been making a fraternal visitation of the friars and was
traveling from St. Paul to Quincy. A Jesuit priest
was on the same train and rushed to the stricken
friar to bring him the consolation of the sacraments. He was eventually transferred to St. Joseph Hospital in Ashland, Wisconsin. After lingering for several
months, another stroke brought an end to his rather short
life. He was laid to rest in the parish cemetery of St. Agnes Church in Ashland, Wisconsin.
During his term of office, Sacred Heart Province celebrated the 50th Anniversary of the coming of the friars to the
United States. Several celebrations commemorating the
event were held throughout the province. The new seminary in West Park, Cleveland, Ohio, was opened and the
seminary education of the friars was adjusted to include
two years of philosophy and a year of theology in Cleveland while the young friars prepared for solemn vows.
From SHP Necrology

PLEASE PRAY FOR



February 22
February 24

Michael Ward
Charles Hart

(60)
(72)

MARDI GRAS—FAT TUESDAY
MARTES DE CARNAVAL..
Whatever name you want to
give, the friars at St. Peter’s
prepared for the Lenten fast
by celebrating Mardi Gras.



For God's healing presence for all of those affected in
any way by the coronavirus, and for all of those caring
for them or working to bring about an end to its spread
throughout the world.

† FOR ALL THOSE WHO CONTINUE TO DIE DUE TO
THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC.

†May the souls of the faithful departed
through the mercy of God
rest in peace.
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