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We, Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province, profess and live the Gospel within the
Catholic Church. Living in fraternity and walking with God's people, especially those marginalized by society, we
are heralds of peace and ministers of reconciliation.
Value from Province’s Mission Statement: Recognizing the gifts all friars bring at each stage of their lives.

Fr. Harry Speckman, OFM
‘Good and Faithful Servant’
Saturday, January 9, 2021,
the sounds of
the Christmas
hymn: “O Come, All Ye Faithful”,
filled the chapel at Calvary Cemetery in Manitowoc, WI, as the community of Blessed Giles Friary, with
Provincial Minister, Fr. Tom Nairn,
OFM, as celebrant, gathered to celebrate the funeral liturgy for Fr. Harry Speckman, OFM. Because of
COVID-19, the celebration was mostly private.
Fr. Harry was born on April 9, 1930, a twin, in Joliet, IL, to William and Margaret Speckman. He was given the name, William
Ronald, and was known, by family and
friends, as ‘Ron’ throughout his early
years. His twin, Donald, died at birth. He
was educated at St. John the Baptist
Grade School, Joliet Catholic High
School, and went to college at St.
Mary’s College in Winona, MN. He was
remarkable for the many organizations
and activities he was involved with in
high school and college, including leadership on student councils and a pitcher
on the St. Mary’s baseball team.
Following college, Fr. Harry enlisted in
the U.S. Army and served in Korea during the Korean War. As the war was
coming to an end, he confided to his
tent mates that “if they’ll have me, I’d

like to become a Franciscan priest.” He applied and was accepted into formation, entered the Franciscan novitiate on July
4, 1955, made his solemn profession on July 5, 1959, and was
ordained a priest on June 13, 1961.
In the early years following ordination, Fr. Harry served the province and church in pastoral work in St. Paul, MN, at the retreat
house in Waverly, NE, and in formation ministry in Quincy, IL
and Chicago, IL. One of the men, for whom he was a formation
director, wrote: “Fr. Harry was always very even tempered
and calm, radiated a deep strength, had a positive attitude,
and was very supportive of each member of the community.”
At the Provincial Chapter of 1978, Fr. Harry was elected Vicar
Provincial, serving alongside Minister Provincial, Fr. Dismas
Bonner, OFM, for the next 9 years. Following provincial leadership, he moved to Quincy, IL, as the Executive Vice President of
Quincy University, and, responding to a personal love for radio,
became the director of the University radio station, WQUB-FM.
Fr. Harry left Quincy to become pastor at
the Cross in the Woods Shrine in Indian
River, MI, and then later, in a senior associate role, he helped set up and became president of Baraga Broadcasting,
a Catholic radio station in northern Michigan. One of the men at the radio remarked: “Fr. Harry was a very magnetic person. You could see the love of
God in his eyes. He was a great priest,
just a very gentle soul.” During his tenure as president, he saw Baraga Broadcasting’s WTCK (to Christ the King) expand to include five more stations, covering most of northern Michigan.
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Year of 2021, and in the early morning
hours of January 2nd, several months shy
of his 91st birthday, he embraced death.
In his homily at the funeral liturgy, Fr. Tom
spoke of how the three readings give us an
insight into Fr. Harry’s Franciscan calling:
Is 52: 7-10 speaks of Fr. Harry as one who
“brings glad tidings and announces peace”,
Representing Fr. Harry’s family, Guardian, John
throughout his life, and especially in his
Dombrowski, OFM, received the flag that will be
radio ministry; St. Paul in Eph. 3:14-18
given to the family.
speaks to us about how “faith and charity
In 2014, Fr. Harry left Michigan to full rewere the foundation of Fr. Harry’s life”, and
tirement at Blessed Giles Friary in Maniin the Gospel, Matthew 19: 27-29 assures
towoc, WI. With declining health, he moved us of that “reward of everlasting life for Fr.
to St. Mary’s Nursing Home in Felician Vil- Harry and for all who live in faith and love.”
lage in July, 2019. He greeted the New

PLEASE PRAY FOR


For God's healing presence for all of those affected
in any way by the coronavirus, and for all of those
caring for them or working to bring about an end to
its spread throughout the world.



Dennis Schafer, OFM, Ed Shea, OFM, John Abts,
OFM, who tested positive for Covid-19.



Dan Piasecki, OFM, who is r ecover ing fr om pneumonia.

† Larry Abts, br other of our own, John Abts, OFM,
who recently died in Phoenix, AZ.
† FOR ALL THOSE WHO HAVE DIED DUE TO
THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC.

†May the souls of the faithful departed
through the mercy of God
rest in peace.

NOTICE
Charles Wuebker left the I nterProvincial Postulancy on January 3,
2021. Our prayers are with him as he
continues to discern his vocation.




January 15
January 15

Mario DiCicco
(88)
Juan Carlos Ruiz (52)

J. Dombrowski, OFM, and Pepe Martinez, OFM, singing one of Harry’s favorite songs: “Only this I want.”

S

everal months ago, Paul Gallagher, OFM,
underwent brain surgery to remove a
grape-sized non-cancerous tumor from
the base of his skull. The surgeons were
unable to remove the entire tumor, so follow-up radiation treatment was scheduled. Here,
Paul models for the community the mask he wore for
the treatment.
Submitted: John Eaton, OFM

dence that was established “back of the yards.” After
the great Chicago fire, the parishioners of St. Peter’s
near the river were forced to build new homes south of
the area consumed by the fire. This gave birth to St.
Augustine Parish, another parish founded for German
speaking immigrants. Father Anselm served St. Augustine as assistant for two years when he suffered a nervous breakdown.

Anselm Puetz, OFM
1834-1912

F

ather Anselm had been a diocesan
or secular priest in Germany for
eight years before he joined the
Order. One of the many exiles of
the Kulturkampf, Father Anselm can
claim at least two “firsts” in Sacred Heart Province.
He was one of the first friars of the Province to be
sent to Platte County, Nebraska, to serve in the many
parishes which the friars founded there. His recollections of the
pioneer days in Nebraska can be found in Father Eugene Hagedom’s work on the friars in Nebraska.
The other “first” occurred at St. Augustine Parish in Chicago
where he was one of the first friars to be sent to the new resi-

Towards the end of his life, he moved from friary to friary serving in various capacities, notably as a confessor until 1894, when he was transferred to St. Joseph
Friary in Cleveland, Ohio, regarded by some as the “Home for
the Aged” since it housed three older friars. Each winter, Father
Anselm would suffer a bronchial infection. Each year it weakened him further until he died in January of 1912.
From SHP Necrology

Hot off the press!
obert J. Karris,
OFM, "The Interpretations of the
Parable of Dives
and Lazarus (Luke 16:19-31), by Cardinal Hugh of St. Cher (+1263), and Cardinal Bonaventure of Bagnoregio (+1274)”
Franciscan Studies 78 (2020): 67-108.
This is Bob's fourth and final article on
Bonaventure's dependence upon and
independence from the exegesis of the Dominican Cardinal Hugh.

R

Submitted: Robert Karris , OFM
The issue of December 21-27, of the St. Louis Review, St. Louis, MO,
features our own Bill Cardy, OFM, on the main page. Bill was one of
the first to receive the Covid-19 shot, as he is one of the chaplains at
the Mercy Hospital. Please check the link to read the full story:
Health care workers find the presence of God through pastoral, spiritual care in midst of pandemic | Articles | Archdiocese of St Louis
(archstl.org)
REQUEST FROM THE EDITOR (PEPE)
Brothers, the photos that I have on file for each friar date to 2014. I
would like to update some of the photos. We need a more accurate face
of each friar. Most friars have an IPhone, so here is my suggestion:






Chest and up (just like the one of Harry’s on the main page)
White background
Use full resolution on your phone, same for Samsung.
Send them to me either by text or e-mail, both are given here.
THANK YOU SO MUCH! YOU ARE WONDERFUL!

L

ast December (2020), Joseph Tan Nguyen,
OFM, gave a presentation on the topic of "The
Problem of Evil from Paul Ricoeur Perspective" at the Franciscan Seminary in Vietnam.
This is part of the annual lecture series tradition, a philosophy topic for the Fall and a theology topic for
the Spring Semester.
Submitted by Joe Tan, OFM
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