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We, Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province, profess and live the Gospel within the
Catholic Church. Living in fraternity and walking with God's people, especially those marginalized by society, we
are heralds of peace and ministers of reconciliation.
Value from Province’s Mission Statement: Recognizing the gifts all friars bring at each stage of their lives.

From Our younger friars!!

T

his is a photo of myself and Edgar
Alberto, OFM, in the front yard of
St. Joes in Hyde Park after building a 6-foot-tall snowman this past
week. In his stick hand, we wrote a note with a message for all those who passed by, promising to keep all
people in loving prayer and concern as we continue to
fight COVID and our social ills. We made sure to mask
the snowman as a sign of solidarity and thankfulness
for all those who take saving lives seriously! It’s been
wonderful hearing people around the neighborhood
thanking us for our creative sign!
Submitted: Neil Pavao, OFM

Brazilian
Snowman!

O

ur
brothers
from
Brazil, Erlison
Campos and
Vagner Ferreira, made their very
first snowman on the roof of St. Peter’s during our 2 day snowstorm
Jan. 31. They didn’t know you’re
supposed to roll the snowballs, so
this monster is all hand
scooped! Since we don’t burn coal
here, they used chocolates for his
face and a carrot from the kitchen
for his nose. Great job, guys, for
your first one! Our Lady of the
Snows looks great in her winter
coat too.
Submitted: Bob Hutmacher, OFM

Remembering Our Brothers

F

In his later years, if one asked Father Jeremy how
he was, he would invariably answer, “Still alive,
damn it.” Though the comment may seem somewhat irreverent, it did not come from an irreverent
heart; for Father Jeremy was a man who loved God
and stayed close to God in prayer. Every morning
before Mass, Father Jeremy could be found in silent prayer before the Blessed Sacrament. His
preparation for Mass was an integral part of who
he was as a friar and a priest.

Jeremy Fischer, OFM
1919-1994

ather Jeremy was a big man, big in stature and big in his love for the Sacred
Heart Province. His entire life was
spent in parochial ministry, first as associate and then as pastor of some of
the largest parishes in the province. He will forever be remembered as the “Carnival King” of
St. Augustine’s on the south side of Chicago, the founder
of the Friars Legion at St. Peter’s, the founding pastor of
St. Anthony Parish in Cleveland, and for his last "nineteen
years at St. Peter’s as pastor, guardian, and confessor.
It is easy to say that someone loved the Province; however, Father Jeremy’s love for the friars and Sacred Heart
Province was amply lived out in his life. If there was a
conveniat or a regional meeting scheduled, Father Jeremy
could be counted on to be there. If the Province was gathering for an assembly, a Chapter of Mats, or a Provincial
Chapter, Father Jeremy always signed up. When the friars
gathered for a wake or a funeral, Father Jeremy would be
among their number. If there was a gathering in the recreation room for pizza, Father Jeremy would be there. He
relished his time among the friars.

Father Jeremy liked punctuality. He often railed
about his confreres who would start late and end even later at St. Peter’s. It was unusual for Father Jeremy to miss
an appointment. He was usually early. So the friars were
somewhat surprised when Father Jeremy missed his turn
to “bless throats” on St. Blase Day in 1994, but he had
been complaining of a cold or the flu. However, when he
did not show up for Mass the next morning, the friars
were concerned. A check of his room found him dead of
an apparent heart attack.
It took eight friars to carry him when he was brought back
to St. Peter’s for the last time. He was buried among his
confreres in Queen of Heaven Cemetery in Hillside. The
gentle giant had finally gotten his wish; he had gone home
to his God.

From SHP Necrology

PLEASE PRAY FOR

To the friars from the Provincial Treasurer
February 3, 2021
Dear Friars,
In order to do our best to keep the friars healthy, I have
asked Med-Pay to amend our Province health plan for friars under 65. This change will mean that the Province will
pay for all Covid diagnostic testing, vaccine, and administrative costs at 100% in or out of network, deductible
waived, through the duration of the pandemic crisis. If insurance information is requested, you will need to present
your Med-Pay health care card when getting tested and/or
when you receive the vaccine. This change only applies to
Covid-related treatments.
Funds from your stimulus checks, sent to my office, are
being used to partially cover this cost.
For friars over 65 who have Medicare/Medicaid, those
costs are all covered for testing and vaccines at 100% by
the US Government, but you must present your Medicare
and Medicaid card for verification.
Michael W. Hill, OFM
Provincial Treasurer



For God's healing presence for all of those affected in
any way by the coronavirus, and for all of those caring
for them or working to bring about an end to its spread
throughout the world.



Andre Schludecker , OFM, who was r ecently hospital-



Our brother friars in Brazil who asked us to pray for them
as they face a very critical situation with COVID-19.

ized.

† FOR ALL THOSE WHO CONTINUE TO DIE DUE TO
THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC.

†May the souls of the faithful departed
through the mercy of God
rest in peace.
TRANSFER

George Musial, OFM, has been transferred
from St. Peter’s friary in Chicago, IL, to
Blessed Giles friary in Manitowoc, WI.
George’s new address is:
1820 Grand Ave.— Manitowoc, WI 54220
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