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We, Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province, profess and live the Gospel within the
Catholic Church. Living in fraternity and walking with God's people, especially those marginalized by society, we
are heralds of peace and ministers of reconciliation.
Value from Province’s Mission Statement: Recognizing the gifts all friars bring at each stage of their lives.

Fr. Lambert Leykam, OFM

“I have competed well, finished the race, and kept the faith” (2 Tim 4:7)

Fr.

Lambert Leykam often
proudly said: “I
was born Robert
Lane Leykam, ‘a little firecracker’, on the Fourth of July, in
1929.” The first child to Herman
and Christine (Kluba) Leykam,
Robert was delivered, by his own
grandmother, in the family home,
in Mount Vernon, IL. He would
be joined later by one brother,
Keith.
A family move to Missouri found
him schooled at St. Peter’s in
Kirkwood, MO., and then St.
Francis Borgia in Washington,
MO. He attended St. Joseph’s
Franciscan Seminary in Westmont, IL., for high school and
the first two years of college. He
entered the novitiate in Teutopolis, IL., on his 20th birthday, July
4, 1949, and was given the name

‘Lambert’. His philosophy studies
were completed in Cleveland,
OH., followed by four years of
theological studies in Teutopolis,
IL. He was ordained there, with
his class, on June 29, 1956, by
Bishop William A. O’Connor.
Fr. Lambert spent the next 61
years of his life in parish ministry
in Illinois (Teutopolis), Missouri
(St. Louis), Louisiana (Ruston
and Monroe) and Texas (San Antonio). He also served, as a
chaplain, to the Poor Clares in St.
Louis, MO., John Michael Talbot’s Little Portion community in
Berryville, AR., and St. Francis
Village in Crowley, TX. He retired in 2017 and moved to
Blessed Giles Friary in Manitowoc, WI.
Fr. Lambert arrived in Manitowoc
with a bundle of energy, continued to offer Mass for Blessed

Giles and Felician Village,
discovered his
way all around
town, began a
garden plot in
the community garden,
found a favorite fishing hole
along the
Manitowoc
River, etc. After his 90th birthday
in 2019, he began to experience a
gradual decline, and, after a hospital stay in December, he moved
over to St. Mary’s Home in Felician Village.
Like so many others, his last six
months were greatly influenced by
COVID-19. With the nursing
home in lockdown, visits from
friars and friends were prohibited,
daily Mass was available only on
closed-circuit TV, doctor visits
were on the phone, his 91st birthday was celebrated, with a window visit, by the friars.
In the early hours of August 5,
2020, Fr. Lambert experienced a
massive stroke and was taken to
the hospital. Fortunately, Holy
Family Memorial Hospital allowed the friar staff to sit vigil
with him. Gratefully, they also
permitted his sister-in-law, Maxine, and 3 of her children to
come to Manitowoc and spend
the last day of his life with him.
He died shortly after 6:00 AM on
August 10, 2020.
Continue on next page

Remembering Our Brothers
Antonine Hagedorn, OFM
1872-1900

NO PHOTO logical studies. Gradually, he made his way through
the course until he was ordained a deacon in 1899.

AVAILABLE By this time, his health was such a concern for the

Y

oung Albert Hagedorn was the son of a
store keeper in Germany. After some
private tutoring, he went to the United States
with his cousin where they both enrolled in St.
Joseph College of Teutopolis. After five years of studies,
his health was so precarious that it was necessary for him
to interrupt his studies. He was sent to Jordan, Minnesota, where he grew strong enough to return to school, to
finish the six-year course. He was invested with the habit
in 1893.
During his subsequent studies, his health was always a
concern. However, after a short period of rest, he was
always ready to begin again. He made his solemn profession and was transferred to St. Louis to begin his theo-

friars that they suggested that he be ordained early
and sent somewhere where the climate would be
more conducive to his health. Thus he was ordained
at Kenrick Seminary in December of 1899.

He was sent to Teutopolis where once again his health
improved. However, one Sunday, after giving benediction in the seminary chapel, he was the victim of a hemorrhage which continued until the next day when he
died. As death was approaching, he told the friars gathered around him that they should not mourn him since he
gladly accepted God’s will. The solemn obsequies were
conducted in the seminary chapel for him, and he was
laid to rest in the mortuary chapel in the novitiate garden.
From SHP Necrology

… Fr. Lambert Continued:
Because of the virus, the funeral was limited to the friar community and several
cousins, who were able to come: Wayne and Carol Kluba from Plainfield, IL.,
their daughter & son-in-law, Kim and Pat Nielsen, from West Bend, WI., and
Renee Eiserman, from Texas. Fr. John Dombrowski, OFM, guardian of the
community, celebrated the Mass of Resurrection at the funeral home on the Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. In the homily, we heard
words that spoke to Fr. Lambert’s life. We heard Jesus call fishermen to become
“fishers of my people”; we heard St. Paul say: “I have competed well, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith”, and we heard the Prophet Isaiah promise
“a heavenly banquet of juicy, rich food and pure, choice wine.” Fr. Lambert,
wearing ‘the crown of righteousness’ that he so justly earned, was buried in the
friars’ plot in Calvary Cemetery, in Manitowoc, WI.

St.

Peter's, in the Loop, announces
the launching of its 6th Annual Gala Platform in preparation for its
Virtual Gala October 9-10. Go to:

PLEASE PRAY FOR


For God's healing presence for all of those affected
in any way by the coronavirus, and for all of those
caring for them or working to bring about an end
to its spread throughout the world.




August 23
August 27

stpetersauction.givesmart.com.
There, you can view the many silent and live auction items which you will be able to bid on at the
time of the Gala. In the meantime, please register
and donate. Our fundraising goal is $250,000.
Thanks
Mario DiCicco, OFM

Bill Rooney
John Ostdiek
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