AROUND THE PROVINCE
shpatpstl@gmail.com—March 19, 2020
We, Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province, profess and live the Gospel within the
Catholic Church. Living in fraternity and walking with God's people, especially those marginalized by society, we
are heralds of peace and ministers of reconciliation.
Value from Province’s Mission Statement: Recognizing the gifts all friars bring at each stage of their lives.
WELCOME BACK TO BR. LEONARD LAWRENCE!

L

(Feb. 23, 2020)
eonard Lawrence, OFM, returned to
Blessed Giles Friary on Monday, February
17th. John Abts, OFM, drove him up from
St. Clare Friary in Alton. Leonard was
returning to the friary in Manitowoc, WI,

where he had lived at for some
time back before 2015.
The friars welcomed Leonard
back at the Sunday evening meal
on February 23rd with a cake that
said: “BR. LEONARD:
WELCOME BACK.” Adding to
the festivities was the presence
of the three friars from the
Assumption Province: Jerry
Prusakowski, OFM, Placid
Stroik, OFM, and Hilary
Brzezinski, OFM, who live in
Manitowoc ministering as
chaplains to the Franciscan
Sisters of Christian Charity
motherhouse, as well as Holy
Family College (formerly Silver
Lake College). They had
accepted an invitation to join our
community for a Mardi Gras
celebration which included
evening prayer, a preprandium,
and dinner with us.

uincy University recently earned the
2020-2021 Military Friendly® school
designation, exhibiting leading practices
in recruiting and supporting post-military
students. Military Friendly® is the
military rating division of VIQTORY, a
service-disabled, veteran-owned business. The mission
of Military Friendly® is to create maximum professional
opportunities for our nation’s military service members,
veterans and military spouses.
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Quincy University graduate student Martin Smith enlisted
in the Army Reserve as an 88M in 2007 right out of high
school. While in the reserves he completed the ROTC
program at the University of Illinois and earned his
bachelor’s degree in education. The Army Reserve offers
people the opportunity to work in their civilian careers or
attend college full time while serving near home.

Remembering Our Brothers
Mark Hegener, OFM
1919-1988
Mark, the younger brother of
Fr. Wilbert, was one of the
“great friars of the Province.”
His entire life as a friar was
spent at St. Augustine Friary on Chicago’s south
side, Back o’ the Yards. Here, he steadily guided
the Franciscan Herald Press, publishing more
than 400 books in his lifetime. Here he wrote
hundreds of editorials for the Franciscan Herald. Here, he
oversaw the construction of three buildings in the province
including Mayslake Village, Chariton Apartments, and Pax et
Bonum Hall. He was also partly responsible for the
“construction” of Catholic Theological Union, the friars’ cottage
in Michigan City, and the relocated Portiuncula Chapel and
Cemetery in Oak Brook. In addition to his work with the Herald
Press, Fr. Mark served the province as a definitor for nine
years from 1966 to 1975.
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Fr. Mark will also be remembered for his tireless work with and
for the Secular Franciscan Order. He served as the Director of
the Third Order for eighteen years. It was because of his

concern for the elderly members of the Third
Order that he carried through the plan, initiated
many years before by other friars, to build
retirement facilities for them. Today we know
those facilities as Mayslake Village in Oak Brook
and the former Chariton Apartments in St. Louis.
As is the case with any great man, Fr. Mark had
his detractors. They would point out that Fr. Mark
was not a collaborator, did not consult others, did
not easily share authority. While these statements
may be true, it does not now, and did not then, take away from
his dedication to the Franciscan Family and his tremendous
charity to those in need. A man of great resources, both
personal as well as financial, he never used them for himself
but rather used them to build up our missions in Brazil as well
as his beloved Secular Franciscans.
Fr. Mark’s death was sudden. He suffered a massive stroke
and died shortly thereafter. His body was originally buried in
the Portiuncula Cemetery which he had designed. However,
after the decision to sell that property, his body was transferred
to Petoskey, Michigan, his home. He was buried with the friars
there.
From SHP Necrology

PLEASE PRAY FOR

When Irish eyes are
smiling...

We ask all readers of the ATP to please
pray with us the following intentions
for the month of March:
That the spirit of fraternity and common purpose
on display during the recent Chapter of Mats will
continue to grow in the six provinces.
That this season of Lent will be a time of
enrichment and renewal for all of us.
For those who have been affected by the current
virus, especially those who have lost their lives,
their families, and for those in the healthcare
system
† Bobbie Laker(75), wife of for mer fr iar , J ohn
Laker, died on March 12.








†May the souls of the faithful departed
through the mercy of God
rest in peace.







March 19
March 20
March 21
March 21
March 25

Joe Rogenski
Gilbert Ostdiek
Pauli Johnson
Larry Janezic
John Eaton

(72)
(87)
(87)
(69)
(69)

Did you:


Wash your hands?



Cover your cough?



Keep away from the elderly
and those who are ill or
vulnerable to diseases?
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