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We, Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province, profess and live the Gospel within the
Catholic Church. Living in fraternity and walking with God's people, especially those marginalized by society, we
are heralds of peace and ministers of reconciliation.
Value from Province’s Mission Statement: Recognizing the gifts all friars bring at each stage of their lives.

Farewell,
St. Francis Solanus

W

ith great sadness, Bob
Barko, OFM, and Don
Blaeser, OFM, moved
out of St. Francis
Solanus Friary, in
Quincy, IL. It was cause of even
greater sadness that the Franciscans

will no longer have the care of
this parish. Donald Blaeser
was the 21st Franciscan pastor
there, and God only knows
how many other Franciscan
brothers and priests have been
either on the parish staff, or in
residence, since the
Franciscans of Sacred Heart
Province founded the parish in
1860.
Two priests of the
Diocese of
Springfield in Illinois will
take over the care of St.
Francis Solanus Parish
beginning on July 1,
2020. Both are enthusiastic
about going there, and both
have said that they have
great respect for Franciscan
spirituality and they want to
continue to promote it at the
parish.

After building a parish center in
2014-15, repairing significant
damage to the church from the
storm of July 13, 2015, and
making many other changes, it is
believed the friars are leaving St.
Francis Solanus Parish in excellent
condition.
Please keep the people and staff of
the parish and school in your
prayers.

Photo: Parish Bulletin St. Francis Solanus
Article: Donald Blaeser, OFM

T

he Franciscan sisters at the Springfield, IL,
motherhouse included Dennis Koopman, OFM, in
their house celebration of all the sisters celebrating
jubilees this year. Dennis' 50th jubilee of ordination
was on June 13, 2020. The sisters were still in the
phase of only 10 in a room, so the noon dinner was
shared in two shifts. Of course, Dennis "had" to be there for both
shifts!!!! Picture taken on Saturday, June 20, 2020.
Submitted: Dennis Koopman, OFM.

Happy fourth OF JULY!

Remembering Our Brothers
Claude Rust, OFM
1899-1949
ather Claude was a native of St. Louis,
MO, another son of St. Anthony Parish.
He was invested with the Franciscan
habit in 1919, made his solemn vows in
1923, and was ordained to the
priesthood in 1928, at his home parish.
After one year at the new minor seminary in
Westmont, IL, Father Claude moved on to parish
work where he spent the majority of his priestly
ministry with the exception of three years spent at
Cook County Hospital as chaplain. He served in
both large and small parishes. When he died, he
was the pastor of St. Francis Parish in Humphrey,
NE.
“As a pastor, he was kindly, sympathetic, and

F

PLEASE PRAY FOR
We ask all readers of the ATP
to please pray with us
the following intentions
for the month of May:
For God's healing presence for all of those affected
in any way by the coronavirus, and for all of those
caring for them or working to bring about an end
to its spread throughout the world.
Paul Gallagher, OFM, will undergo surgery to
remove a tumor at the base of his brain, on July 6.
Paul would greatly appreciate your prayers for his
surgeon, staff, and Paul himself.





Isaac Braun, from Olinda, Brazil, sends
greetings to all the friars, but most
especially to all the Jubilarians of 2020,
and his class of 1955.
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spared neither his health, time,
or energy looking after the
spiritual welfare of his flock.
He was vitally interested in
the educational facilities of
the parish, and it was through
his efforts that music was
installed as one of the studies
of St. Francis School. He was
very much interested in civic
affairs of the community, and whenever he was
able, he took part actively. He enjoyed visiting
with his parishioners, and they enjoyed having
him as their guest.”
After a funeral liturgy at St. Francis, he was laid to
rest in the parish cemetery.

T

From SHP Necrology

he Hospital
Sisters of Saint
Francis,
Springfield, IL,
celebrated Dennis
Koopman, OFM's, 80th
birthday with song and a
cake, on June 29, 2020,
at their motherhouse
dining room. They sang a happy birthday song,
and their blessing song to honor the new
octogenarian. There are 38 American province
sisters living in the motherhouse convent with
three sisters from their India province helping
with nursing care. Thirteen sisters live outside
the motherhouse and
Loretto Home complex.
Dennis has been cochaplain there since
September 26, 2016.
Submitted:
Dennis Koopman, OFM.
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