WEEKLY NEWSLETTER OF THE PROVINCE OF THE SACRED HEART

shpatpstl@gmail.com - July 22, 2021

Reception of Novices on July 15
Information from Erick Lopez, OFM
(Novices are identified by a symbol)

M

artin Ibarra, OFM, Vicar Provincial of
Santa Barbara Province, was delegated
by the US-6 provincials to introduce
the novices to the novitiate team and
the present community of professed
friars, who live and minister at the Old
Mission Santa Barbara.
Five candles were lit at the beginning of the Eucharistic
liturgy by Daniel Lackie, OFM, one for each of the novices, as a sign of the presence of the Holy Spirit in their lives
and also being light for the world, in service of the suffering humanity, and the entire creation. After a beautiful
homily, shared by Larry Gosselin, OFM, on Bonaventure
and God’s beauty found everywhere, Gino Correa, OFM,
the new director of postulants, spoke about the beauty he
found in each of the candidates.
Martin Ibarra, OFM, then called the candidates by name,
presented them to the professed community, and asked

them what they wanted from us. The candidates answered
that, moved by divine inspiration, they wished to be accepted in our Order, brotherhood, and way of life, to be
tested by carrying the yoke of our Lord Jesus, following in
the footsteps of Francis of Assisi.

Then, the formation team accepted the new novices, who
from the hands of the professed friars, received the lit candles, placed them at the altar of the novitiate chapel, and
signed the roll books of their provinces. The witnesses
were Kevin Schroeder, OFM, and Angelo Cardinalli,
OFM, the most senior members of our community here.
After the signing of the books, there was an emotional
recognition of the new novices by the professed friars, and
the Eucharist continued with the prayer of the faithful. The
sign of peace, later, was charged with great affection.
Gene Pistachio, OFM, and his guitar, gave us wonderful
music. We all sang our hearts out.
The reception was followed by a festive preprandium and
dinner.
Novices L-R: Andrew Harrington, Domingo Martinez, Nolin
Ainsworth, Will Compton, Matthew Tran
Photo submitted by: Nolin Ainsworth

GENERAL CHAPTER OFM
2021

rom July 3
to 18, the
General
Chapter of
the Order of Friars Minor was
held in Rome. Tom Nairn,
OFM, joined 117 provincials
and other delegates from
around the world to help provide a direction for the Order
in the next six years and elect
new general leadership. Because of COVID, members of
the Chapter were tested continuously and not allowed to leave the
venue at the outskirts of Rome. Two
friar physicians were always present.

F

In addition to amending the Order’s
Statutes and producing other legislation, the members of the Chapter
thanked Michael Perry, OFM, as he
left the office of Minister General.
Michael will return to our Province in
August. The Chapter then elected Friar Massimo Fusarelli, OFM, the Provincial of our Roman province to be

Honoring 160 years
of Franciscan presence
in Quincy, Illinois
. Steven Arisman was appointed
the new pastor of St. Francis
Solanus parish in Quincy, IL, after the
friars left the parish in 2020. In that position, he has been looking for a way to
honor the impact and legacy of the
many friars of the Sacred Heart Province who served the parish and city over
the past 160 years. He said: “I have
been trying to figure out what we can do
to commemorate the Franciscans.”
Fr. Arisman discovered the hand-carved
statue, pictured here, in Europe. He
remarked: “This statue is so beautiful.
It’s substantial, and we need to do
something substantial to commemorate
the work of the Franciscans for the past
160 years. St. Francis and Christ are ap-

our Minister General for the next six
years, along with Isauro Covili, OFM,
provincial of our province in Chile, to
serve as Vicar General, and eight
members of our international General
Council.
Aside for these official activities, the
Chapter provided a time for us provincials to be together as brothers. It's
an amazing transformation from
strangers to friends in the two weeks
of Chapter. As in our local provincial
chapter, one of the graces of the two

weeks has been the friendships we
provincials experienced.

Story submitted by Tom Nairn, OFM
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proximately five feet tall, and the cross
is approximately nine feet tall. As one
might expect, the cost also is substantial. Without shipping, the cross is
$24,000.”
Fr. Arisman asked for the support of the
faith community and he said: “the
amount was raised within two weeks,
showing the love the people have for
the Franciscans.” The cross has been
purchased and the parish had hoped to
have the unveiling and dedication of the
statue on the feast of St. Francis Solanus in mid-July. The statue is in the
USA, but has not yet reached the parish in Quincy. The dedication will happen at a later date. A final comment
from Fr. Arisman: “Everywhere, we witness the lasting effects of the Franciscans on the community. This dedication and celebration will give us the opportunity to say a true ‘goodbye’ and a
heartfelt ‘thank you.’”

Remembering Our Brothers
Edmund Wilde, OFM
1832–1908

B

rother Edmund was one of the nine pioneers who came to this country in 1858.
He was one of the tertiary brothers in
that party. Two tertiaries were sent so
that someone on the trip could handle the money.
Consequently, he was one of the two who were not dressed in
Franciscan habits during the journey.
He lived with the friars for two years in Teutopolis. When Father
Gregory Janknecht came to the United States for the first visitation, he clothed Brother Edmund in the Franciscan habit of the
First Order. Thus he was the first novice of the new foundation.
He persevered in his vocation and made his profession in 1861.
By trade he was a shoemaker, but he also functioned as a sacristan in the various friaries where he resided.
In the spring of 1908, as the Province was preparing to celebrate the Golden Jubilee marking the coming of the friars to the
United States, Brother Edmund was stationed at St. Joseph College in Teutopolis. He was still plying his trade as a shoe and
sandal maker, but began to feel the effects of asthma. The friars
decided that it was time for him to move away from the sandal
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shop and asked him to spend his time in the community garden where he could benefit from the fresh air. He
planted great gardens of flowers around the seminary,
all of which were in bloom at the time of his death that
summer.
Brother Edmund was beloved by all. He was known for
cheerfulness and modesty, as well as for his piety. Up
to the time of his last illness, Brother Edmund always
came to midnight choir with the novices. He edified the
novices by his long hours of prayer, kneeling on the floor of the
sanctuary of the church without any support. Upon his death,
the friars found a collection of neatly handwritten papers in his
cell which contained notes and quotations from the retreat conferences he had attended during his entire religious life. These
included many pious resolutions which exercised a great influence in his spiritual life.
Upon his death, the friars marked the passing of the last of the
nine pioneers of 1858. Amid great solemnity, the friars gathered
for a Solemn Requiem, after which he was entombed in the
mortuary vault in the novitiate garden.
From SHP Necrology
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hristopher Neuman, OFM, has made himself at home in Manitowoc, taking on the
role of official dog-greeter as he sits out
on the front porch at Blessed Giles Friary.

PLEASE PRAY FOR
We ask all readers of the ATP to please pray with us
the following intentions for the month of July:




Continue to pray for all the people who have been
affected by natural disasters, especially those affected by recent hurricanes and the heatwaves in
the east coast.
For the people who lost their lives in the building
that collapsed in Florida; for the people who are
still missing, and for those who mourn the loss of
loved ones.

† Robert Kimminau (94), brother of our own Irenaeus
Kimminau, OFM, passed away on July 18, in Washington, MO.
†May the souls of the faithful departed
through the mercy of God rest in peace.
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