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HAPPY EASTER TO ALL OF YOU FROM THE ATP TEAM!!
We, Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province, profess and live the Gospel within the
Catholic Church. Living in fraternity and walking with God's people, especially those marginalized by society, we
are heralds of peace and ministers of reconciliation.
Value from Province’s Mission Statement: Recognizing the gifts all friars bring at each stage of their lives.
FR. ANDREW BUVALA, OFM
“A LIFE ROOTED IN LOVE”

T

he friars at Blessed Giles Friary in
Manitowoc, WI, gathered on Friday
morning, April 3rd, to celebrate the
life of Fr. Andrew “Gildard” Buvala,
OFM. Fr. John
Dombrowski, OFM,
guardian of the friar
community, was the
celebrant and began his
homily telling a story of
how, when Fr. Andy arrived
in Manitowoc, in 2013, he
said: “I need to go
shopping.” “Where?”
“Menard’s is probably a
good place.” “For what?” “I
want to buy a two-sided
ax.” “What for?” “I want it at
my funeral.”
John went on to tell how
the Buvala family had settled on a farm in
Barksdale, WI (between Ashland and
Washburn), because the Homestead Act
offered land to immigrants who would clear
the trees off the land. Much of his youth was
spent helping to clear the land and sell the
lumber so the family could survive. The ax
displayed at his funeral celebrated that. The
Gospel reading was about trees bearing fruit,
that when we hear God’s Word, we put it into
practice. Fr. Andy lived the gospel, a life
rooted in love.
Andy Buvala was born, one of 14 children, on
that Barksdale farm to Joseph and Mary
(Suchan) Buvala on July 29, 1921. Ss. Peter
and Paul Church in Moquah was his parish
church and he attended the rural Ondossagon
School. Andy’s youth was spent helping clear
the land for the farm and enjoying the great
outdoors. He had stories to tell about picking
wild blueberries in the Moquah Barrons,
surviving the fire that destroyed the family
home, and many more. He followed his

brother, Stefan (Fr. Medard), to St. Joseph’s
Seminary in Westmont in 1935. Novitiate was
in Teutopolis, IL, in 1941, philosophy was in
Cleveland, and theology was back in
Teutopolis, IL. He professed his solemn vows
in 1945 and was ordained a priest in 1947.
After 3 years of studies at
Catholic University in math and
languages, Fr. Andy settled into
23 years at the minor seminary
as a teacher, sub-rector, and
rector, as well as vicar and
guardian for the community,
and as a provincial councilor.
During his years here in
Manitowoc, he had many
stories about life at the minor
seminary. He was especially
proud of how the friars
maintained the seminary
without any subsidies from the
province.
After leaving St. Joe’s, Fr. Andy spent a year
at the TAU Community in St. Paul, MN,
before accepting the position as novice
master at St. Paschal’s in Oak Brook, IL, from
1975 to 1981. He then moved into 32 years of
Native American ministry in the Gaylord
Diocese of northern Michigan, ultimately at
the newly named St. Kateri Tekakwitha parish
in Peshawbestown, MI. Several parishioners
summarized his ministry saying that Fr. Andy
“made worship a deeply spiritual and
inspirational experience; that he worked hard
to get members to attend the Kateri National
Conference each year; that he had a real
concern for the poor of the parish and did all
he could to help those in need; that he fixed
up a small house on the Grand Traverse Bay
and encouraged its use as a place for prayer
and retreat; that he companioned their church
with an indigenous parish in Guatemala; that
he had a deep love and respect for nature
and was the proud owner of two dogs:
Moquah (‘bear’) and Ogema (‘chief among
the chiefs’); and that he always had a yearly

project for the members of the parish to be
engaged in.“
In 2013, at the age of 92, Fr. Andy moved into
retirement at Blessed Giles Friary in
Manitowoc. Shortly before his 98th birthday,
he moved into St. Mary’s Nursing Home. In
the midst of this present COVID-19 crisis and
a shutdown at the facility, Fr. Andy began to
decline significantly and he died in the early
hours of Sunday, March 29th . With only the
friar community in attendance, the friars of
Blessed Giles were able to gather for a
visitation and prayer service at the funeral
home on Tuesday, March 31st. After
cremation, the friar community had a simple
funeral Mass on Friday, April 3rd, at the friary
with a homily that was filled with stories from
his life. Later in the summer, another
celebration of his life will be planned, when
possible, at St. John the Baptist Church in
Joliet, IL, followed by the burial of his
cremains with his brother, Fr. Medard, in the
parish cemetery.
And what about the ax displayed at his
funeral? Fr. Andy bequeathed it to his family.

Gather for Good
To Help Our Neighbors in Need

As the nation is in lockdown and we're all self-isolating, the COVID-19 crisis
may have closed the doors on in-person gatherings - BUT we can all still
"GATHER for GOOD!"
Franciscan Outreach needs your help to provide relief to men and women
experiencing homelessness during this crisis. People experiencing
homelessness rely on us to provide for their basic human needs. They count
on us to safeguard them from harm. We're doing everything we can to protect
our neighbors in need but we need your help!

How can we GATHER for GOOD?

GATHER immediate need items for men and
women who are experiencing homelessness during this crisis.




Go to www.franoutreach.org/covid-19-response
Connect to Amazon's Immediate Needs List.
Order items and ship to our shelter address: Franciscan
Outreach 1856 S. Loomis St.
Chicago, IL 60608.
Don't forget to use Amazon Smile! At
Amazon checkout, include a "Gift Receipt" to provide your
contact information to receive a tax receipt.

GATHER virtually with friends/family/groups to talk about
the needs of people who are experiencing
homelessness and how you might be able to work
together to provide some relief.
 Use any method to gather virtually: Zoom, Google
Hangout, Group Chat, FaceTime.
 Gather immediate need items together via:



www.franoutreach.org/covid-19-response
Gather donations to help Franciscan Outreach cover
additional expenses
As you gather together, keep our neighbors in need in
your daily thoughts and prayers.

We Need Your Help!
Franciscan Outreach serves hundreds of men and women who are experiencing homelessness every day. Because of the COVID19 crisis, we've expanded our operations to include a temporary location at a local YMCA. This additional location has allowed us to
increase social distancing to reduce the risk of illness and transmission among the men and women we
serve at all our locations. We're now operating four shelters 24/7.
Franciscan Outreach needs your help to provide for our neighbors in need during this crisis.
Find Out More: www.franoutreach.org/covid-19-response

A MESSAGE FROM
THE PROVINCIAL MINISTER

W

e will certainly be experiencing a
different Easter this year! So many of
the things that usually make Easter
special – watching children hunt for
Easter eggs or a special meal with
family and friends – will likely
be absent this year. In fact,
most of us will not even be
able to participate in the
liturgies of the Triduum,
unless by television or
computer. We seem to be
continuing Lent rather than
rejoicing in the Resurrection.
Yet, perhaps at this Easter,
God is calling us to move
beyond externals and to
discover the deeper meaning
of the Resurrection by moving inward and becoming a bit
more contemplative. On behalf of the Provincial Council, I
want to wish all readers of the ATP a blessed Triduum and
Easter season.
Fr. Tom Nairn, OFM

Many Thanks!!
The Pandemic has affected many people in ways they
did not expect. The Franciscan Connection has closed
its office and moved to helping people via the phone and
the internet. The first week of responding to people in
this manner has been a learning experience. But people
are patient and grateful that we return their calls and even more grateful
when we can offer them a little help or a referral to another agency that
specializes in services that we are not able to provide.
It is also personally very gratifying to be able to be a bright spot in people’s
lives during these difficult times. I share this with you because YOU are the
backbone of this ministry and I want the friars to know what we are doing
at the Connection is only possible because of your support. So on behalf of
all our clients, we pass on their thank you and the smile they have because
someone is trying to respond to their needs.
Submitted: Paul Gallagher, OFM

Remembering Our Brothers
Robert Dentzman, OFM
1922-2006
r. Bob’s family gave many men to
Sacred Heart Province. Father Pancratius
Freudinger was the cousin of his mother,
and Fathers Raynald Schaaf, Boniface
and Jerome Baum were all his cousins.
Born in Chicago, his own family moved to Michigan
when he was quite young; Michigan became his
home and the site of his last active ministry as a Franciscan
priest.

F

After his ordination in 1948, Fr. Bob began what was to
become almost a lifelong ministry in the education apostolate.
First he spent two years at the minor seminary before going to
Notre Dame University for studies. Returning to the minor
seminary in 1953, he spent two more years there before going
to Central Catholic High in Muskegon, Michigan. Two years at
Corpus Christi High School in Chicago followed that
assignment. In 1957, Fr. Bob’s first assignment to Quincy
College began. Four years later, he was hospitalized for the
first of his many illnesses, tuberculosis.
In 1965, Father Bob returned to Quincy College and spent the
next twenty-nine years teaching in the Mathematics

Department. After so many years in one place, Fr.
Bob knew Quincy and the people of Quincy very
well. He could give anyone directions to any place in
Quincy with pin point accuracy. He grew to love the
students and people of Quincy, never missing an
alumni weekend and spending much of his free time
visiting friends on the banks of the Mississippi River.
Ill health was always part of Fr. Bob’s life. In the
1960s he developed tuberculosis; in 1987, his
doctors discovered prostate cancer, a disease that
caused him almost constant difficulty until his death. Thus it
was that, in 1994, Fr. Bob retired from teaching and moved
back to Michigan. For the next twelve years, Fr. Bob assisted
in first Petoskey and then Kalamazoo, MI. When the friars
relinquished the parish in Petoskey, he asked to move to
Kalamazoo so he could be closer to his siblings and their
families. He remained there until his poor health demanded he
move to the infirmary in Sherman, IL, where he died on Palm
Sunday of 2006, shortly after the Passion from the Gospel of
Mark was read at the Mass in the hospital chapel.
Fr. Bob’s body was brought to Chicago where his life had
begun so many years before. He was buried in Queen of
Heaven Cemetery in Hillside after his funeral liturgy at Our
Lady’s Chapel of Mayslake Village.
From SHP Necrology

PLEASE PRAY FOR
We ask all readers of the ATP to please
pray with us the following intentions
for the month of April:




That the spirit of fraternity and common
purpose on display during the recent
Chapter of Mats will continue to grow in
the six provinces.
For God's healing presence for all of those
affected in any way by the corona virus,
and for all of those caring for them or
working to bring about an end to its spread
throughout the world.

TRANSFERS


Luis Runde, OFM, has moved to Our Lady of
Angels Friary at Greccio, in Springfield, IL.



April 14

O

Nicholas Baxter

(85)

n April 3, Jim Walton,
OFM, celebrated his 82nd
birthday with his
community at St. Gratian’s
in Countryside, IL.

Guardian Clarence Klingert,
OFM, fixed a pancake
breakfast, and they all had a
great time. Congratulations,
Jim!!
Submitted: Chuck Faso, OFM
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