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New Affiliate of Sacred Heart Province

O

n Friday, May 10, Mr.
Phil Conover was officially affiliated with Sacred Heart Province. “Affiliation” implies that certain
individuals have a special affinity for the friars of Sacred
Heart Province. The formal act of affiliation gives public
recognition that, among our many relationships, there
are certain people who share our vision and values,
along with our ministries and mission, in a more profound way. During the past several years while Phil was
serving as the President of Quincy University, his humble and inclusive style of leadership--along with his
commitment to Franciscan values--was instrumental in
helping the University overcome a crisis of finances and
morale. Pictured (L - R) are Fr. Tom Nairn, OFM, Provincial
Minister, Mr. Delmer Mitchell, Board Chair, Mr. Phil Conover,
QU President, Fr. John Doctor, OFM, Vice President for Mission.

Submitted by John Eaton, OFM

Submitted by Guadalupe Province—unedited text

Remembering Our Brothers

I

Maynard Billig, OFM
1911-2001

n 1932, two brothers, Anselm and Benedict Billig,
were invested with the Franciscan habit. The older
of the two became Frater Maynard. Though almost
two years older than his brother, he was destined
to become the “junior” in religious life as his brother Anselm was invested first. The two of them were ordained
together in 1939. Father Maynard was immediately sent to
Quincy College where, after earning a degree from Catholic
University, he taught chemistry until 1951.

In 1951, Father Maynard joined the ranks of the parish priests
of the province, serving in Nebraska, Texas, Chicago and
Madison, Illinois, as well as Superior, Wisconsin. In 1976, he
was transferred to St. Anthony Friary in St. Louis where he
became the chaplain of Our Lady of Perpetual Help Nursing
Home as well as priest confessor. For twenty-five years, five
days a week, Father Maynard answered the confessional bell
whenever it rang. Those who lived with him in St. Louis know
what a considerable service this was. In 1992, then Provincial

Minister Kurt Hartrich wrote to him:
“This gives me a chance to thank
you for the many years of service
you have given to celebrating the
Sacrament of Reconciliation with
the priests of the archdiocese.
Everywhere I go in the archdiocese, someone comes up to me
when they know I live at St. Anthony’s to tell me how appreciative
they are of you and of the advice
you give. Sometimes it might
seem that this is not all that important, but many priests see it as
one of the greatest presences we friars have here in St. Louis.”
He and his brother, Father Cloud (see March 8), maintained a
close relationship throughout their lives as Franciscan priests.
When Father Cloud preceded him in death, Father Maynard
requested that he be buried next to his brother when his time
came. Thus, when he died in 2001, he was laid to rest in Ss.
Peter and Paul Cemetery next to his brother.
From SHP Necrology

“You have been told, o man, what is good, and what the Lord requires of
you: Only to do the right and to love goodness, and to walk humbly with
your God.” Micah 6:8.

Please honor us with your presence at the first annual Celebration of Christian N. Reuter, OFM Day
Sunday, June 30, 2019
Immaculate Conception Church
411 Palmer Rd, Columbia, IL 62236
Mass: 11am with program and luncheon to follow
Keynote speaker: Judge Milton Wharton, friend of “Our Brothers’ Keepers of
Southern Illinois.
Let us continue the fight for justice, inspired by the example of Fr. Chris!
We hope you can join us. Please send your name and the number of your party.
obkministry2@gmail.com, or 618-482-5570
UPDATE

PLEASE PRAY FOR

V

ocation Directors, Greg Plata, OFM
(ABVM), and Thom Smith, OFM
(SH), recently were treated to a traditional Mississippi “crawfish boil” (minus
the crawfish), after a three-day marathon in
Texas. They visited seven men: two in the
Dallas area, and five in the Houston area
who are inquiring about the Franciscans.
Submitted by Thom Smith, OFM

New address for Chuck Gunti:
Fr. Chuck Gunti, OFM
Blue Skies of Texas
5100 John D. Ryan Blvd. Apt. 526
San Antonio, TX 78245
210-241-3739

We ask all readers of the ATP
to please pray with us the following intention for the month
of May:


“In thanksgiving to God
for the work of the friars
in education in the United
States and for the students they have taught.”
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