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25 Anniversary of St. Anthony of Padua church fire 1994-2019
lights and siren in order to quickly reach whatever emergency that
has called them. We were honored to have the Fire Chief of the
St. Louis Fire Department, Dennis Jenkerson and his wife, joined
us for the 10am Mass as we asked God's blessings upon the dedicated men and women who are on call 24 hours a day for our
safety. Firefighters from Station Four were to join us for the Mass,
but they received an emergency call before Mass that prevented
them from joining us.
Submitted by Michael Fowler, OFM

M

onday, April 15, many people throughout the world
were shocked to see one of the most famous churches
in all of Europe in flames. In photos and video images
being broadcast to the USA, it appeared that the entire
Notre Dame church might be destroyed along with priceless religious artifacts housed in the church. However, through the heroic
efforts of Paris firefighters the flames were eventually put out and
many sacred items of the church were saved. Putting themselves
at great personal risk, the Paris fire fighters saved one of the most
treasured churches and powerful symbols of France from destruction.
St. Anthony of Padua parishioners told me that seeing photos of
the burned debris on the floor of Notre Dame and the wide opening to the sky from the destroyed roof brought back memories of
our own destructive fire here at St. Anthony Church. It was twentyfive years ago, April 28, 1994, that flames burst out of the roof
from a lightening strike and eventually destroyed some of the roof,
cupola and damaged walls, paintings and other parts of the building.
Just as the Paris firefighters saved Notre Dame, it was the heroic
firefighters of Station Four (on Compton Street) and many other
stations throughout St. Louis that saved St. Anthony Church from
complete destruction. I have been told that initially there was concern about even being able to save our church, but it was the skill
and hard work of many firefighters that April day, in 1994, that
saved St. Anthony's from complete destruction.
On Sunday, April 28, 2019, exactly twenty-five years after our
church fire, we prayed for and gave thanks to God for the dedication and sacrifices of the firefighters of St. Louis who keep us safe
every day and night. Those of us who live on Compton Street,
know how often the fire engine goes racing down the street with

Padua’s Bruin Benefit 2019
Raises $250,000
Padua Franciscan High School’s 27th annual Bruin
Benefit dinner and auction raised $250,045 on Saturday, April 27, 2019. The evening brought many
Padua supporters together to celebrate and continue to support the
mission. Click on the link for more details: https://
paduafranciscan.com/news/bruin-benefit-raises-235000/ Please
mark your calendar for next year’s Bruin Benefit on Saturday, April
25, 2020, and stay tuned for details on another exciting event!
Submitted by Rachel DeGirolamo - Communications and PR

Remembering Our Brothers

In 1878, during the yellow fever epidemic in Memphis,
Father Camillus wrote to the Provincial Minister asking
to be sent to Memphis “to look after the poor Negroes.”
He had learned that several of the Dominican priests
of Memphis had died as victims of the disease, so he
asked to be sent to take their place. He finished his
letter by stating, “Should the Lord demand the sacrifice
of my life, I am convinced I could not find a happier
death.” He was given the “cura” and sent to Memphis
as he had requested.

Camillas Wenzel, OFM
1829-1909

C

harles Wenzel grew up in Silesia, Germany,
and served as a clerk in a grocery until he
was twenty-three years old. At that time, he
asked to be admitted to the Franciscan Order
as a lay brother. He received the habit in 1853 and
made his solemn profession a year later, as was the
custom at that time. He volunteered for the American Commissariat and was sent with three other brothers and Father Eugene
Puers in 1862. Because he had received a fairly good education
in Germany, he was appointed to the work of teaching at the
college in Quincy.

In 1880, Father was recalled to Teutopolis. In 1881, he was sent
to Joliet. In 1884, he was transferred to Cleveland where he remained for the next twenty-five years. He offered Mass at the
Ursuline Sisters’ convent every morning and celebrated the late
Mass at St. Edward Parish every Sunday. Here he became the
confessor of Bishop Gilmour.

While he was still in Germany, his superiors had asked him to
consider studying for the priesthood. He completed the necessary studies privately and in 1873, he made a second novitiate
as a cleric. He was ordained to the priesthood in September of
1874. However, he was not given the “cura animarum” (care of
souls) so he could not preach or hear confessions. He returned
to the life of teaching at Teutopolis and Quincy and also served
as bookkeeper.

In 1902, Father Camillus celebrated his Golden Jubilee as a friar,
only the second friar to do so in Sacred Heart Province. He died
six years later of the effects of a stroke. He was buried from St.
Joseph Church in the parish cemetery.
From SHP Necrology

n Thursday,
April 25, a tornado touched
down in Ruston,
LA. The storm hit just one
block west of the St. Thomas the Apostle Church
property. Though tree limbs
were down in the church
yard, no significant damage
was done to any of the
buildings. Several parishioners lost their homes.

O

Submitted by
John Eaton,
OFM.

PLEASE PRAY FOR
We ask all readers of the ATP to please pray with us the
following intention for the month of May:







May 8
May 13
May 14
May 15

Dennis Schafer
Tom Carroll
Elric Sampson
Bertin Miller

(68)
(65)
(84)
(83)

“In thanksgiving to God for the work of the friars in
education in the United States and for the students
they have taught.”

† Mr. John Sheckells, father of our br other Mar c Sheckells, died recently in Las Vegas, NV, where he lived.
†May the souls of the faithful departed
through the mercy of God
rest in peace.
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