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We, Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province, profess and live the Gospel within the
Catholic Church. Living in fraternity and walking with God's people, especially those marginalized by society, we
are heralds of peace and ministers of reconciliation.
Value from Province’s Mission Statement: Recognizing the gifts all friars bring at each stage of their lives.
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n behalf of the Provincial Council and all the friars of the Sacred Heart Province, I would like to wish the readers of the ATP a Happy and Blessed
Thanksgiving Day. For most of us, this will be an unusual Thanksgiving with
much smaller gatherings and likely the absence of friends and loved ones.
As we let go of some of the trappings of a traditional Thanksgiving, perhaps
we can spend more time thanking God for what we do have – for the gift of life itself and for
the good things in our life in spite of the pandemic. Gratitude was a virtue that St. Francis
always practiced. Let us, his followers, show forth that virtue, not only on Thanksgiving Day
but all our days.
Tom Nairn, OFM - Provincial Minister
From Istanbul (Originally sent to Joe Rogenski, OFM, Franciscan Missionary Union)

From Cuba (Originally sent to Joe Rogenski, OFM, Franciscan Missionary Union)

ecently, some Franciscans in Istanbul joined
other religious and laity for a “Laudato Si
Day” on Büyükada Island, near the Asian
side of the city. The first activity was to
spend time collecting litter in a public park;
some of the incarcerated persons, currently “displaced” by the government due to COVID19 distancing policies, offered to join us. Following
that, we hiked up a steep hillside to a Greek Orthodox monastery for
some quiet time and reflection. Returning to our Franciscan parish
church, we broke into discussion groups with some guided questions
about caring for the environment, personal habits and community responsibilities. The different language groups shared their main observations
and suggestions in a final gathering of all. A representative, from
the UN Development Program, then gave a presentation on biodiversity, followed by a video pleading for a better stewardship of Mother
Earth. Some excerpts from Laudato Si were also read, with a final blessing from Bishop Rubén Tierrablanca, OFM, who also led us in some tree
planting. About 20 nationalities were represented in the day’s events.

reetings of peace, Brother Joe! I hope and pray you are doing well. This pandemic has really hit everywhere. They just
opened the airport in Havana and even though cases are
more or less controlled here, the fear had been that they would be
imported, as it started already.
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The Istanbul OFM fraternity has a special focus on interreligious and ecumenical dialogue. A bit about the prayer structure in our local fraternity: On Monday evenings, just prior to vespers, we have a weekly Lectio
Divina session with gospel-sharing. On Tuesday, following vespers, we
have a prayer and/or reflection from another Christian (non-Catholic) tradition. On Friday, following vespers, we have a prayer and/or reflection
from a non-Christian tradition. Each morning, as we begin lauds, we read
from the Bose Monastic Community’s ecumenical book highlighting the
particular persons honored on a given day in the Anglican, Lutheran, Roman Catholic, Coptic, Maronite, Greek Orthodox, and Russian Orthodox
calendars as well as in other Eastern Christian traditions.
Jeff Haller, OFM
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I had planned to go home in September, but it was not possible and
now I don’t want to risk myself since Mexico and USA are not safe
now. I will wait until next year, and I can celebrate my 25th in Texas.
Friarwise, we are not doing well, the two elders are sick and one had
to be put in a nursing home (92), the other has cancer and he is just
fading away (80). Last year 4 new friars came; 3 went for vacation
this year before the pandemic and two are not coming back, the other
one might come in December. So we will be 5, and a Cuban, who
hopefully will be ordained next year. However, we have hope with the
three in formation. They just left for Dominican Republic to do their
theology. Of course, that will take time. Also we are working on promoting vocations and there are some interested. We will see how it
goes. So, not all news is bad , as everywhere there are ups and
downs.
In the meantime, we keep working with hope. And really hope that
with the new president, if it happens, the restrictions imposed on Cuba will be loosened up a bit. I have to follow the news but sure not
easy to do it. People are suffering, but the government here is also
very stubborn... if only they would allow us to help in other areas...
but...
Well, brother, take care of yourself. Blessings to all and pray for Cuba.
United in prayer,
Jesús Aguirre-Garza, OFM

Remembering Our Brothers
Donald Haven, OFM
1901-1973
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rdained in 1929, Fr. Donald, a native Chicagoan, left for the missions of China one year later.
When he came to the end of his life
some forty-three years later, he had
spent twenty- three years in China, ten years in
Japan, and nine years in Korea. The Far East
had become his home, the Chinese people had
become his people, and the friars of the Korean Vicariate
had become his fraternity. His life was brought to an end
by complications of diabetes just a few months after ill
health forced his return to the United States.
Fr. Apollinaris van Leeuwen, O.F.M., provincial procurator for the Korean F.M.U., wrote of Fr. Donald:

pected; nonetheless, I was very sorry and so
were all the friars of the Korean Vicariate.
...Fr. Donald’s poor Chinese parishioners were
deeply moved, as was especially his beloved
pupil, Paul Wang, our Franciscan novice. ...the
exemplary friar, the zealous missionary and
priest. There is no doubt that he has gone to his
eternal reward and is now happy with the Lord.
We will never forget him, this humble, poorloving friar, always cheerful, never complaining, this wise advisor for so many young friars
and priests.”
The funeral liturgy for Fr. Donald was celebrated at St.
Augustine’s in Chicago. His fellow missionaries gathered for the rites which were presided over by Bishop
Ambrose Pinger, OFM. The homily was given by Fr. Roland Averbeck, OFM. Fr. Donald was buried alongside
his confreres in the Portiuncula Cemetery.”

From SHP Necrology

“The news of the death of Fr. Donald was not unex-

PLEASE PRAY FOR


For God's healing presence for all of those affected in any way by the coronavirus, and for all
of those caring for them or working to bring
about an end to its spread throughout the world.



Continue to pray for all the people who have
been affected by natural disasters.

† For those who have died due to the COVID-19.

†May the souls of the faithful departed
through the mercy of God
rest in peace.




November 28 Frank Coens
November 29 Michael Hill

“It

(74)
(71)

is better to light

a candle than to curse
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ecently, Joseph Tan Nguyen, OFM, gave a
series of presentations on the “Theologies
after Vatican II,” at the major seminary of
Nha Trang, in Vietnam, where Joe is currently teaching. His audience included
seminarians from 12 different schools,
sisters from different congregations, and friars.
Submitted by Joe Tan, OFM

the darkness.”

As we celebrate Thanksgiving, what are
the things that you are thankful for?
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