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Sacred Heart Province Mission Statement

We, Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province, profess and live the Gospel within the
Catholic Church. Living in fraternity and walking with God's people, especially those marginalized by society, we
are heralds of peace and ministers of reconciliation.
Value from Province’s Mission Statement: Recognizing the gifts all friars bring at each stage of their lives.

Mario DiCicco, OFM, in India

News from Around the Province

M

ario visited the Friars in Mumbai, India, at their
school for 3000 slum children, and then with his
group paid a visit to the slums, the biggest in all
of Asia. These friars belong to a very poor
Custody of Mary Mother of God. Earlier in the week, he paid a
visit to the Poor
Clares whom he
had been helping
for a number of
years as also with
the friars of India
through grant
writing. The
experience in the
slums was incredible, how a family gets along in one small room and
where the only toilets are the public ones. The friars of the Custody also
work with the tribal people in the north of India.
Photo to the right: Mario is standing in front of the oldest Catholic
Church in India founded by our friars in 1500. They came over the ocean
with Vasco de Gama. The friars had already come overland to India in
about 1275.
Submitted by Mario DiCicco, OFM
Sacred Heart Province friars at interprovincial retreat:
Bert Miller, Tom Nairn, Don Blaeser, Mike Haney, Bob Karris, Paul Gallagher,
Gary Jeriha, Justin Belitz, and Frank Kordek.
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Submitted: Tom Nairn, OFM

lric Sampson,
OFM, says
he likes
celebrating
feasts of martyrs and
apostles, because he
looks good dressed
in red! Here’s Elric
and Ed Shea, OFM,
between Masses at
St Peter’s on one of
those days.
Submitted:
Ed Shea, OFM

Remembering Our Brothers
Philip Habig , OFM
1890-1983
rother Philip was one of the many
Habig brothers to join Sacred Heart
Province. Fifty-one of the sixty-eight
years he spent in the fraternity were
spent in two assignments: Bayfield, WI (twenty-six
years), and St. Bernard, NE (twenty-five years). Brother
Philip served the friars as a cook, maintenance man,
sacristan, and general handy man. He liked to talk of the
days when he was the one to rise early to stoke the boiler
to heat up the friary for the coming day. He enjoyed his
work and did it faithfully in spite of a physical deformity
which was caused by “black diphtheria” when he was
nine years old. As more than one friar commented upon
hearing about his death, “He never let it get him down.”
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Let go, Let Flow
“Opening to the Holy Spirit”
March 14, 2020
March 17, 2020
IL RITIRO FRANCISCAN RETREAT CENTER
P.O. BOX 38 - 7935 ST. FRANCIS LN.
DITTMER, MO 63023
The Holy Spirit has often been called the
forgotten member of the Holy Trinity
The Holy spirit can seem elusive until one sees and
experiences the Holy Spirit in action and in everyday life. This
retreat day will plunge us right into that with stories and
experiential prayer. If the Holy Spirit can do wonders in the
lives of 7th and 8th graders, what of ours? Let the Holy Spirit
come alive and be real in our lives, too.

Some might characterize Brother
Philip as a stubborn individual. To
take this at face value would be a
disservice to his memory. Faced with
his physical handicap, Brother Philip
had to be stubborn to keep from
giving in to the temptation to sit back
and let the world go by. He was
exemplary in his willingness to serve
the fraternity in spite of what some
might have considered
insurmountable difficulties.
Three months before his death, he fell and broke his hip.
Though the surgery to repair the break was successful,
he never fully recovered and died at the convalescent
home in Joliet, IL.
From SHP Necrology

Registration Fee $30. (presentation & lunch)
March 17, 2020 (Tuesday)10:30
am – 2:30pm, non-refundable.
Registration Fee $20.
(presentation & lunch)
Registrations are Due by
March 6, 2020.
To Register please call
636-274-0554 or email us at
il.ritiro@gmail.com.
Visit us at Ilritiro.org.
Overnight accommodations are available for retreat
attendees at $25 per night (Limited space available).

PLEASE PRAY FOR
We ask all readers of the ATP to please
pray with us the following intentions
for the month of February:

Presenter: Sr. Cecelia Loomer, S.F.C.C.
Sr. Cecelia is the director of Tree House Healing Ministry, now
in its 33rd year. Over 50,000 people have attended its
programs in 10 states. Cecelia‘s passion is the restoration of
life and truth in every person-- that each know their self-worth,
liveableness, and goodness. Only then can they recover the
wholeness with which they were created. Sr. Cecelia has led
hundreds of retreats especially focusing on inner healing. She is
a graduate of Marillac College in St. Louis, MO and holds a
Masters’ degree in theology from St. Thomas University in
Houston, Texas.
This Retreat is presented twice:
March 14, 2020 (Saturday) 9am – 3pm, non-refundable.





That the spirit of fraternity and common purpose
on display during the recent Chapter of Mats will
continue to grow in the six provinces.
As we commemorate the 300th jubilee of Mission
San Jose in San Antonio, TX, we pray for all of the
friars who have served there, and for all the people
who were blessed by the friars’ presence.

* For the sick and infirm in our provinces, especially
those who are undergoing transitions in their lives.
†
†May the souls of the faithful departed

through the mercy of God
rest in peace.
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