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Schedule of
the Provincial Minister
for the month of July, 2019




June 28-July 1. Ashland, WI: Farewell at Our
Lady of the Lake Parish.
July 16-18. Chicago, IL: St. Peter’s Gala.
July 26-27. Quincy, IL: Quincy University
Board Retreat
FRIAR TRANSITIONS

Andy Buvala, OFM, and Harry Speckman, OFM, have
moved from Bl. Giles Friary, to St. Mary’s Nursing Home in
Manitowoc. They appreciate the prayers of the friars as they
adjust to their new residence.

T

he Feast of St. John the Baptist was a special
day of celebration at St. Peter’s in the Loop.
Three friars celebrated the anniversary of
their ordination: Mario DiCcicco, OFM, and
Wenceslaus Church, OFM, celebrated 60 years, and Derran Combs, OFM, celebrated 25 years. Relatives, friars,
friends and staff celebrated with the trio at a grand reception following the Mass.
Submitted by Thom Smith, OFM

Mail can still be sent to:
Bl. Giles Friary
1820 Grand Ave
Manitowoc, WI 54220

Brazilian Friars update
Brazilian brothers, Erlison Campos, OFM, and
Vagner Da Sena Ferreira, OFM, have completed
three terms at DePaul University's English Language Academy. They will spend their summer attending a fourth term be-

fore beginning
their theological
studies at the
Catholic Theological Union in
Chicago, IL.
Vagner and
Erlison attended
the Joliet Franciscans' religious jubilees
celebration on Saturday, June 15. Their fellow Brazilian, Sr.
Teresinha, one of 14 jubilarians, marked 50 years of religious
profession. Left to right: Sr. Meg, a Joliet Franciscan who
served in Brazil; Erlison; Sr. Teresinha; Vagner; Sr. Goianira;
an Allegheny Franciscan from Brazil. They posed for this photo in the Cathedral of St. Raymond, Joliet, Illinois, where the
Mass was held.
Erlison and Vagner also visited Br. Harold DeGrave, O.F.M.,
at Cross in the Woods Friary, Indian River, Michigan. Harold
lived with them when they were in novitiate. They are pictured
together at the St. Francis statue on the grounds of Cross in the
Woods, and in Michigan's upper peninsula with the bridge
crossing the straits of Mackinac in the background.
Submitted by Jerry Bleem, OFM

Remembering Our Brothers

was immediately entrusted to Father Bertrand.
On Sunday, August 28, 1937, Father Bertrand
celebrated the first Mass for the small congregation. It was the Feast of St. Augustine. The new
parish was immediately named for this saint.

Bertrand Kock, OFM
1902-1968

B

orn in St. Paul, Minnesota, in
1902, Father Bertrand was admitted to the Order in 1921. He was
ordained in 1928.

Father Bertrand will long be remembered for his work among the AfricanAmerican people of Waterloo, Iowa, and Memphis, Tennessee. In both of these places he was the founding pastor of the parishes served by the friars. His first assignment was to St. Francis Solanus in Quincy. After two
years, he was sent to St. Mary’s in Waterloo. Three years
later, he celebrated Mass for a group of former slaves in a
private home. The mission was named for St. Peter Claver.
For the next three years, Father continued to celebrate
Mass in the private home while living above a tavern
which served as his rectory. A year after the founding of
the mission, Father Bertrand began a drive to build a little
frame church. After several years of begging, Father began
construction. However, before it was finished, he was
transferred to Memphis.
In Memphis, the Bishop had purchased a three-story brick
building which was to serve as a church and school for the
African Americans of Memphis. The work of the parish

REMINDER TO FRIARS

n our basic spirituality workshop, we talk about
balance in 7 major areas of
life. One of these is “Fun”. In
order to practice what we
preach and give good example, the Hermitage Community shared a night with the
Polka Boys here in Indianapolis. With my
Polish background it is impossible for me to
hear polka music and not dance. Check out
these links: 1: https://www.dropbox.com/s/
uj2fzzd05dsujbk/Polka%201.mov?dl=0
2: https://www.dropbox.com/s/k490y5sj5jkbmzi/Polka%
202a.mov?dl=0
My question to you is: Do you take time out to have fun?
From Justin Belitz, OFM

I


June 29 Dennis Koopman
June 30 Allan DaCorte

Much of the success at St. Augustine’s was due to the
grade school which opened in September of 1937. In 1942
a high school was added. The school was enlarged three
years later by Father Rene Ettelbrick, Father Bertrand’s
assistant. When the school opened, it had ninety students.
Eleven years later, there were fourteen Sisters of Charity
teaching 570 grade and high school students.
Father Bertrand served St. Augustine’s for fifteen years.
His declining health brought about his transfer in 1952. He
moved to Chaska, Minnesota, where he attended the small
parish of St. Nicholas in Carver for the next fourteen
years. He died there in 1968. His funeral was held in
Chaska with burial in St. Nicholas Cemetery. Father Bertrand’s memory was honored in Memphis with the dedication of Father Bertrand High School in 1957.

From SHP Necrology

Friars who are planning to participate on either of the interprovincial pilgrimages are encouraged to submit the registration form to the Provincial Vicar ASAP.



Father Bertrand entered upon his task with enthusiasm, and his efforts were quickly crowned
with success. In March of 1938, he received an
assistant, and at the end of the first year, the baptismal register contained the names of 145 converts. During the next seven years, the total
number of baptisms numbered 475. A church
was built 1939.

(79)
(73)

PLEASE PRAY FOR
We ask all readers of the ATP to please pray with us
the following intention for the month of June:


As we leave after 140 years of presence
in Ashland, we ask for God’s continued
blessing on the people of the Ashland
area.

† Former (SHP) friar, Timon (Francis) Lund, died
tragically in Pace, Arkansas, back in January of this
year.
† Marc LeGoanvec, OFM (66), died after a fair ly
long battle with cancer, which was diagnosed soon after
he finished his ministry as Provincial of the former St.
Joseph’s Province, Montreal.
† Samuel Cabot, OFM (SB) 83, died on May 19, at
Serra Retreat in Malibu, CA.
† Eugene Burnett, OFM (SB) 93, died on May 25, at
Mercy Center in Oakland, CA.

†May the souls of the faithful departed
through the mercy of God
rest in peace.
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