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News from Around the Province

F

News from Mike Haney, OFM

or friars who might be unaware of my whereabouts, let me
bring you up to date. When the Sacred Heart Province announced shortly after Easter, that Cross in the Woods in
Indian River, MI, would be relinquished to the Diocese of
Gaylord, I immediately began to research a new placement.
Having a lifelong desire to live and to minister among the ostensibly poor, I
made in-person visits and interviews with provincials in New Orleans (where
St. John the Baptist Province has African American Ministry), and Albuquerque (where Guadalupe Province ministers among Native Americans). In September of 2021, after a gala celebration of Cross in the Woods’ 75 th Anniversary and a Franciscan farewell, I relocated to St. Mary of the Angels Friary in
New Orleans, LA, in the notorious Upper Ninth Ward, where friars have ministered for nearly a century. I’m grateful for provincial approval of this transfer,
and grateful for the welcome of the four friars with whom I serve (and we see
[Bishop] Ferd Cheri occasionally, too!), and for the complete subsidization
which St. John the Baptist Province most graciously arranged for me. The
photo depicts my sister, Addie, her husband, Mike, and their daughter, Christina, inside of St. Mary of the Angels Church during their Christmas visit to
New Orleans – a welcome reprieve for them from the cold and snow of Minneapolis!
Happy New Year to all of you!

T

he Franciscan Vocation Office, Central Region, recently
sponsored a Come and See Weekend. Some of the
temporary professed friars from St. Joe’s in Hyde Park
joined the group for dinner. Our two Brazilian friars, who
are students at CTU, also visited.

On Sunday evening, the inquirers joined the friars in Gary, IN, for a
Mass and Fiesta in honor of Our Lady of Guadalupe.
Submitted: Thom Smith, OFM, Vocation Director

“U. S. Catholic magazine's February issue contains an essay I
wrote about an experience I had when I last visited Uganda. One
Sunday I went to a community whose last Mass had been over 4
years ago. You can read the on-line version at
https://uscatholic.org/articles/202201/a-mission-to-ugandaprompts-greater-love-for-the-sacraments/
Jerry Bleem, O.F.M.”

Remembering Our Brothers
Martin Lang, OFM
1897-1984

F

or more than 40 years, Brother Martin
lived and worked at St. Francis Solanus Friary in Quincy, IL. His service to
the fraternity took several forms, for
over the years Brother Martin tended
boilers, baked bread, cared for the garden, and
cooked. It was in the sacristy, however, that he
was to make his real mark.

Brother Martin was the sacristan at St. Francis for twenty-eight
years. Here he did all the things a sacristan must do. But once
the vestments were cleaned and hung in the cabinets, once the
candles were snuffed, once the sacred vessels were prepared,
Brother Martin turned to the task of preparing the altar boys.
Never embarrassing a young man over the occasional mistake
and always preserving his respect, Brother Martin prepared not
only worthy altar boys but also planted and nurtured many a
vocation to the Franciscan Order.

As Brother Martin grew older, he set many of his
thoughts about God and about his vocation on paper
in letters. Those letters reflect a man who had gained
many insights through his life of prayer and contemplation. A man of true conversion, he always chose a
Lenten penance that he could continue throughout the
rest of his life rather than a practice for forty days only. His prayer was for the gift of humility, for he saw
that modeled so clearly in St. Francis. He looked forward to death with an attitude that said: "I often think of it, but I
don't fear it. I know that our hope of salvation is God's love and
mercy, the merits of Jesus Christ, and so I put my hope in Him."
Walking home from the College Friary after a festive name day
celebration, he inadvertently stepped into the path of an oncoming truck and was struck and killed instantly. A tragic death, no
doubt. But for someone so prepared for death, it could not be a
sad occasion. In a newspaper feature article written in 1976,
the columnist summed up his words about Brother Martin thus:
"...a very gentle, a very modest, a very kind and loving man."
From SHP Necrology

Padua High School Raises Record-Breaking
$36,683 for Needy This Christmas

P

adua Franciscan High School set a new school record collecting $36,683 in cash, in addition to thousands of donations for
families and charities in need during their 50th annual Christmas For Others charity drive. CFO is a program designed to
make the holidays brighter for the less fortunate. It is the largest student-run fundraiser in Northeast Ohio.

We distributed the money and goods during our CFO Mass on Friday, December 17th. Non-profits, inner-city schools, local food pantries, animal shelters
and many others (listed in the attached press release) received their donations.
VIDEO: Padua’s CFO Coin Wars Competition helped raise 25% of the money.
PHOTOS: Click here for more photos.
MORE INFO: Click here for more details.
Submitted by Rachel DeGirolamo, Communications and PR
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PLEASE PRAY FOR
We ask all readers of the ATP to please pray
with us the following intentions
for the month of January:



n December 24, 2021, Phil Hogan ,
OFM, celebrated his 86th birthday
accompanied by his community at
St. Joseph in Hyde Park.

Ad Multos Annos, Phil!

Continue to pray for an end to abortion
and for the respect of all human life.
For people who continue to die of
COVID-19.

† James Lee Hardesty (73), br other of our
confrere, Jack Hardesty, OFM, died on January
11, 2022, in Neoga, IL.
†May the souls of the faithful departed
through the mercy of God rest in peace.
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