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Mass of Farewell
to Corpus Christi
Sunday, June 27, the final Mass was
celebrated at Corpus Christi Church in
Chicago. Established in 1901 to
serve the Irish parishioners of the
south side, the church and school were closed briefly as waves
of African Americans moved into the area. After serving as a
retreat house, the parish and school were reopened in 1932 to
serve the needs of the burgeoning African American population
in the Grand Boulevard neighborhood.
As of July 1, 2021, Corpus Christi will no longer serve as a parish. Instead, parishioners will become part of the new Our Lady
of Africa Parish and will be joined by members from St. Elizabeth Church, St. Ambrose Church, Holy Angels Church, and St.
Anselm Church—all of which are closing.
The friars of Sacred Heart Province began serving at Corpus
Christi in 1929. Over the course of the years, many of our men
lived at the friary and worked at the parish, the high school, and
affiliated ministries. Our current friars who were part of Corpus
Christi include Joe Hemmer, Wenceslaus Church, Vince Elsen,
Mario DiCicco, Vernon Olmer, Carroll Mizicko, Adrian Fischer,
Tom Fox, John Eaton, Michael Perry, Leonard Lawrence, Richard Bendorf, Dimitri Sala, James Lammers, and Moises
Gutierrez Rivas.
Our brother Michael Perry wrote a letter to the pastor and parishioners:
“I wish to unite with you as you celebrate this historic
moment of transition in the life of your (our) parish,
joining with brothers and sisters from other parishes to
form the new parish of Our Lady of Africa at the worship site of Holy Angels. There is little doubt that this
transition, the formal closing of Corpus Christi Church,
which has served as a center of evangelization, defense of human dignity and inclusion, and as a beacon
of light, hope, and love in Bronzeville for over 120
years, will produce some tears, feelings of loss, and
perhaps even some anger. However, I am convinced,
after having lived and worked with you at Corpus
Christi, that you, dear brothers and sisters, will search
deep within yourselves and draw from the great treasury of faith the necessary courage and strength to carry on as co-disciples and co-missionaries with the Lord
Jesus in the new parish.

May the Spirit of God console you at this difficult time.
And may that same sweet, Holy Spirit come down upon
you and fill you with God's love so that you might make
this exodus journey, trusting that ’God never fails. He
abides with you. He gives you victory. God never fails.
Just walk upright, call Him noon, day, or night. He'll be
there, He'll be there.’ He'll lead you over the troubled
waters and bring you into a new land, flowing with
grace and peace and mercy.”
The new parish, Our Lady of Africa, will be located at the current campus of Holy Angels. It is unclear what will happen to
the buildings of the other closed parishes.

A number of people came up to me after Mass to talk about the
friars they remembered—those, especially, who had buried
their parents or baptized their children. It was an honor for me
to be able to represent the Province.
[photo/story: John Eaton, OFM]

Schedule of the
Provincial Minister
for the month of July 2021


Through July 20: Rome. General Chapter.



July 20-August 2: St. Peter’s in the Loop, Chicago, IL, for the celebration of the 175th Anniversary and visiting friars.

Summer Transfers - June 2021
Macario Torres Torres, OFM, will move from St. John the Baptist Friary in Joliet, IL, to San Miguel Friary in San Antonio, TX, to
begin his work in parish ministry, effective July 1, 2021.
Gary Jeriha, OFM, will move from Sacred Heart Friary in Indianapolis, IN, to St. Anthony of Padua Friary, Brooklyn OH, effective
July 1, 2021.
Tom Carroll, OFM, will move from St. Anthony of Padua Friary
in Brooklyn, OH, to Holy Name College, Silver Spring, MD, to
begin his work as a formation director at the US-6 Postulancy,
effective July 1, 2021.
Marc Sheckells, OFM, will move from St. Peter’s Friary in Chicago, IL, to St. Anthony of Padua Friary in Brooklyn, OH, to
begin his teaching ministry at Padua Franciscan High School,
effective July 1, 2021.
Tony Posadas, OFM, will move from St. Thomas Aquinas Friary
in Ruston, LA, to St. Peter’s Friary, Chicago, IL, to begin his CPE
studies at Loyola University of Chicago, effective July 1, 2021.
Chris Neuman, OFM, will move from St. Gratian Friary in Countryside, IL, to Blessed Giles Friary in Manitowoc, WI, effective
July 1, 2021.

F

riars Harold DeGrave, Vince Callahan and Leonard Lawrence are residents at the Manitowoc Health & Rehabilitation Center in Manitowoc, WI. Although they live in separate sections of the facility, Br. Donald Lachowicz made it
possible to arrange a visit for the three of them. The photos show how
engaged they are in conversation.
Photos: Donald Lachowicz

News from Around the Province

Vaughn Fayle, OFM, will continue to be on loan to the Province
of Our Lady Queen of Peace Friary in Vanderbijlpark, South Africa, and will move there from the Antonianum, in Rome, when
travel is allowed.
Tom Eaton, OFM, will move from St. Benedict the Black Friary
in East St. Louis, IL, to St. Francis of Assisi Friary, in Greenwood, MS, to begin his ministry at St. Francis School, effective
July 1, 2021.
Bill Spencer, OFM, will move from Holy Cross Friary in Quincy,
IL, to St. Benedict the Black Friary in East St. Louis, IL, effective
July 1, 2021
Michael Cusato, OFM, will move from The Franciscan Monastery in Washington, DC, to St. Bonaventure Friary in St. Bonaventure, NY, effective July 1, 2021.
Moises Gutierrez Rivas, OFM, will move from Sacred Heart
Friary in Indianapolis, IN, to the Franciscan School of Theology
in San Diego, CA, to begin his teaching ministry, effective July 1,
2021.
Johnpaul Cafiero, OFM, will move from St. Peter’s Friary in
Chicago, IL, to St. Anthony of Padua Friary in Brooklyn, OH, to
continue his preaching ministry, effective July 1, 2021.
Ed Shea, OFM, will move from St. Peter’s Friary in Chicago, IL,
to St. Thomas Aquinas Friary in Ruston, LA, to begin his parish
ministry, effective July 1, 2021.

A

s people are starting to feel a little freer to visit and be
visited, St. Mary’s Nursing Home in Manitowoc, WI, has
opened the doors to visitors on limited hours, which is
already a great blessing for our only friar resident there.
Friars Tom Eisenmenger and Pepe Martínez kidnapped Pauli and took him to Bl. Giles for a short visit with the rest of
the friars. Although Tom has limitation in walking, he uses a powered
chair that transports him wherever he wants to go.

Remembering Our Brothers

ate studies at Notre Dame University, he enlisted
in the Air Force and served as a chaplain for the
next eleven years.

Harvey Kochner, OFM
1921–1978
n June 29, Father Harvey was not feeling well and made an appointment to
see his doctor. As he left St. Peter’s, he
said to the receptionist at the desk, “If
I die on the way, please see to it that someone
takes my Mass this evening.” His words proved prophetic. He suffered a severe heart attack on the way to the
doctor’s office. Two days later he died at Wesley Memorial Hospital.

O

Father Harvey was a native of St. Louis and had grown up
in St. Anthony Parish. He was invested with the habit in
1941, made his solemn profession in 1945, and was ordained in December of 1947.

Upon his retirement from the military, he went to
St. Peter’s. After four years there, he moved on to
Alverna Retreat House in Indianapolis for five
years. Then he was asked to return to St. Peter’s
where he spent the next seven years as a confessor
and as a member of the pastoral council. “Father
Harvey was well known to the many people who frequent
St. Peter’s,” we read from the Franciscan Legionnaire.
“During his eleven years of service here, he was very active in such positions as chaplain of St. Peter’s Social
Club, director of Liturgy, assistant director of the Third
Order, and conductor of Franciscan Pilgrimage Tours.”
Father Harvey was laid to rest after a funeral Mass at St.
Peter’s. He was buried in the Portiuncula Cemetery.

After completing his studies, he was slated to go to
Quincy College to join the faculty. After a year of gradu-

From SHP Necrology

DOUBLE BIRTHDAY!
en Rosswog, OFM, turned 91 on June 18th of this year;
Dennis Koopman, OFM, was to turn 81 on June 29th.
On the 18th, Ken and Earl Benz were traveling to
Quincy, IL, to spend some time with family and
stopped in Sherman, IL, to have lunch with several friars: Friars
Dennis Koopman and Luis Runde, as well as friends: Pat Goldsmith (cutting the cake), and Kathy Howard. There was a double
birthday celebration at the luncheon. Ken continued on to
Quincy and was able to celebrate his 91st birthday with family
that same evening. Happy 91st birthday, Ken and Happy 81st
birthday, Dennis.

Ad Multos Annos, Fr. Joe!

O

n the Solemnity of
the Nativity of
John the Baptist,
Joseph Hemmer,
OFM, celebrated 67 years as a
Franciscan priest. He has
spent most of his life as a missionary to Alaska. Fr. Joe is
well respected and admired by
many friars in the Sacred Heart
Province. Friar Thinh Van Tran
expressed that it was an honor
to concelebrate Mass with him
at the bishop’s residence in
Fairbanks.
Submitted: Thinh Van Tran, OFM

On June 25, Andre Schludecker, OFM, enjoyed the visit of
several members of his family to Blessed Giles Friary in Manitowoc, WI. Andre was really happy end enjoyed every minute
that he spent with them.
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