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We, Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province, profess and live the Gospel within the
Catholic Church. Living in fraternity and walking with God's people, especially those marginalized by society, we
are heralds of peace and ministers of reconciliation.
Value from Province’s Mission Statement: Recognizing the gifts all friars bring at each stage of their lives.

Frei Ricardo Duffy, OFM
“moved by a great missionary spirit”

Fr

Richard Duffy,
OFM, who lived a
long and storied life
as a Franciscan
missionary, was born on January 10,
1930, on a farm near Akeley, MN, to
James and Margaret Duffy. He was
one of six children (Irene, Robert,
Richard, Patricia, Charles, and John)
and, with the exception of 3 years in
Knox, IN, he lived his youth and adolescence in Akeley and South Minneapolis. He entered the
Franciscan novitiate in 1951, made his solemn vows in 1955,
and was ordained in 1958, by Bishop Henry A. Pinger, OFM, a
Franciscan missionary to China.
“Frei Ricardo was always moved by a great missionary
spirit....Proof of this spirit is that, the following year
after his ordination, he arrived in Brazil to begin a long
history of mission in the Amazon.”
(from the obituary letter by Frei Edilson, OFM, the Custos of
St. Benedict of the Amazon Custody in Brazil).

After a year learning language and
culture, etc., Ricardo was charged with
the task of coordinating the training of
thousands of catechists in the Prelature of Santarem, an area, at the time,
covering a territory larger than Italy.
He did that admirably for 10 years,
pastored a number of parishes in cities
and river villages, as well as was
called by his brothers to serve as Custos and Vicar for six years.

“In 1983, witnessing the ordination of three native
deacons in Monte Alegre, Frei Ricardo decided that
he could go on to another mission, responding to the
Order’s call for missionaries in ‘Project Africa’.”
(Frei Edilson’s letter).

He served in Uganda for the next 16 years in the Province of St.
Francis of Assisi. Amazingly, at the age of 70, Ricardo left Africa and asked to return to Brazil. He served there for 13 more
years. It was during those years that he began to experience
health issues, especially several strokes that affected his ability
to speak. He retired, in 2013, to St. Maximilian Kolbe Friary in
Crowley, TX, and then, in January 2015, moved to Blessed
Giles Friary in Manitowoc, WI.
“With graciousness to the brothers, and daily visits
to the friars in the nursing home, he spoke a language of
care and concern long after his own ability to speak
clearly was not there. When two years ago, it became
necessary for him to move to the memory unit at St.
Mary’s Nursing Home in the Felician Village, his eyes
and his smile lit up his face and spoke the words he no
longer could say.” (from the homily at his funeral Mass)

On July 3, 2020, he fell in the unit and a fractured femur was
discovered. On July 4th, he had successful surgery at Holy
Family Memorial Hospital to repair the femur, but later that
evening a blood clot left him unresponsive. Several days later he was placed
in the hospice program at the hospital,
and he quietly took his last breath in the
early evening of July 10th. In keeping
with the guidelines for COVID-19, on
July 15th, the friars from Blessed Giles
Friary, and six members of his family,
were able to have a Mass of Resurrection at the funeral home, celebrated by
Provincial Vicar, Fr. John Eaton, OFM.
This faithful Franciscan missionary was
laid to rest in the friars’ plot at Calvary
Cemetery in Manitowoc, WI.
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A Profession
to remember
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Sacred Heart Province, Neal Pavao, OFM

cords given by their mentors, the newly professed gathered in the courtyard
for a photo of this transitional moment. “Our world, our Order, and our
way of life is constantly changing,”
Joshua said. “We see that with the
R+R and again with the pandemic. I
am just starting on this path and I am
excited to see where God will lead
me.”
(Thanks to Michael)

Remembering Our Brothers
Capistran Zwinge, OFM
1822-1874
mong the first group of nine
friars to come to America in
1858, Capistran was noted
for his fiery temperament
and his desire for the strict observance of the rule. After a short
time in Teutopolis, he was sent to
Quincy, Illinois, to assist the pastor
of St. Boniface Parish, the first friar
of the province to come to that city. By his wonderful
work, he prepared the road for the second foundation of
our province.
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His fiery temperament made him a powerful preacher of
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PLEASE PRAY FOR
We ask all readers of the ATP
to please pray with us
the following intentions
for the month of July:




From SHP Necrology

“Dear brother Pepe, (received on July 15, 2020,
and edited)

Phone (cell): (+90) 5358802128
Guardian: Fr. Eleuthère Baharanyi, OFM
(+90) 5356884423

July 17
July 24
July 24
July 26
July 28

Assisted by Gerard Becher, Capistran died of tuberculosis in Chicago’s Alexian Brothers' Hospital, on July 23,
1874. He was buried in the vault in Teutopolis.

Fr. Richard Duffy’s legacy...

DIRECTORY UPDATE







missions, a task that he undertook with much relish. His
words "sounded like the trumpet of judgment." The
milder Ferdinand Bergmeier and Mathias Hiltermann
were often sent as his companions to soften the effect of
this powerful preacher. Capistran was among the first six
councilors chosen for Maurice Klostermann, Provincial
Commissary. Failing health was already beginning to
have its effects, however. Refusing to remain idle during
his last illness, he assisted the clerics in setting type for
the common prayer books which were used in choir for
years afterward. He was also known for his diligent
study of all the documents and treatises on the sacred
liturgy.

For God's healing presence for all of those affected in any way by the coronavirus, and for all of
those caring for them or working to bring about
an end to its spread throughout the world.
Continue to pray for our sick and infirm friars,
especially those that, due to the COVID19, might
be suffering the effects of isolation and issues with
depression.

I hope this finds you doing well. I would like to thank you
and your community for taking care of our brother, Richard
Duffy, after he decided to come back to the US. As you
know, Duffy spent most of his life working and helping to
spread the Gospel in the Amazon region and Africa. In the
Amazon, he left a great legacy, especially in the archdiocese of Santarem. He used to spend weeks giving formation to people who live in small villages far from the
center of the archdiocese. With simplicity and dedication to
his service, he won people’s affection and respect. Priests
and bishops always talked about him as an example of a
missionary. I had the opportunity to live in the same house
with him during my novitiate year. He was always a good
brother and used to work every day in our garden. One of
his favorite phrases was “fraternity, my brother, fraternity.”
Today, we are here studying in the U.S. and we recognize
that we are the fruit of the seed that he and other missionaries planted in the Amazon region years ago. We are preparing our selves to continue the work of evangelization that
he and many brothers started. We thank God for Duffy’s
life and for his service in the evangelization of the Amazon
people. We also extend our condolences to his family, and
pray that our brother will rest in peace in the presence of
God.
Fraternally,
Bro. Vagner Ferreira, OFM”
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