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We, Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province, profess and live the Gospel within the
Catholic Church. Living in fraternity and walking with God's people, especially those marginalized by society, we
are heralds of peace and ministers of reconciliation.
Value from Province’s Mission Statement: Recognizing the gifts all friars bring at each stage of their lives.

Postponed but not Forgotten
Midwest Worldwide Marriage Encounter (WWME) Convention was
planned for July 17 - 19, 2020, in
Springfield, IL, but had to be postponed to 2021 because of the pandemic. However, the local hosting WWME community did not want Fr. Dennis to
miss out on the celebration of his golden jubilee of priesthood. They organized a zoom meeting with many of the
couples in the Midwest region, and some local couples, to
celebrate in a couple's
backyard.
They presented him
with a chalice, a paten,
and a stole with St. Kateri Tekakwitha's picture on Native American design cloth. She
was chosen as the patron saint for the convention. These were all
purchased before the
convention had to be
postponed, and were to
be given to Fr. Dennis
as a surprise on the
Sunday of the convention to be used and
worn at the closing
Mass.

In

the July 23rd ATP, we printed a
photo of the nine men who made
their profession on July 2nd in Santa
Barbara, CA.

Because of the “mask mandate,” all of their faces were
covered. Neil Pavao, OFM, sent us a photo of the group
taken in May, before the mask rule was enforced. It is also great to note that in the group of nine men, each of the
US-6 provinces is represented. Congratulations, friars!!
Back row: Edgar Alber to (HN), Zachar y Zeman (ABVM), Nathaniel Bruce Tran (SB), Adolfo Mercado(SB), Neil Pavao (SH)
Front row: Car los Wagner (HN), J oshua Richter (SJ B), Michael
Specht (HN), Jose Maria de Jesus Osornino Rodriquez (OLG).

Since that didn't happen, the local zoom,
and in person, gathering and celebration
was organized on the
same day, July 19,
where it was originally
supposed to have happened. Nine couples were there in person, and more than
twenty were on zoom. People brought potluck dishes, and
a celebration cake was prepared. It was a grand celebration. Many people spoke about what Fr. Dennis meant to
them, and he responded with great thanks and love and
tears of joy.
Submitted: Dennis Koopman, OFM

Remembering Our Brothers

of unquestioned deep spirituality and tireless
service of God and neighbor. The friars in San
Antonio knew that, and they looked confidently
to him for inspiration, leadership, and guidance.
The Mexican American people knew that, and
they took to their hearts this wonderful friar
who was so deeply in love with them.

Eustace Struckhoff, OFM
1905-1980

F

ather Eustace came to the friars from
Washington, Missouri, where he discerned his vocation as a young man
in St. Francis Borgia Parish. He was
invested with the Franciscan habit in
1924. After completing his studies,
he was ordained in 1931.
The name of Father Eustace Struckhoff is inseparably linked with the ministry of Sacred
Heart Province to the Mexican American people in San
Antonio. He first went to Texas when he was assigned to
San Jose in 1933. In 1935, he began twenty-four years of
dedicated service to the people at St. Joseph Parish. At
the conclusion of his pastorate in 1959, St. Joseph’s had
grown into the largest parish served by the friars of the
Province, a parish which boasted a beautiful church, a
school and a friary which were constructed under the
direction of Father Eustace.
As Father Eustace moved to San Jose, St. Leonard and
St. Bonaventure, it became abundantly evident that these
greatest accomplishments were not brick and mortar. For
above all else, he was a dedicated friar and priest, a man

Busy as he was in his work, Father Eustace always had time for his brothers. That was true
whether it was a simple matter of a game of
golf with fellow friars, or a more demanding
task in the service of the whole Province. From
1954 to 1957, he served as a member of the
Provincial Definitorium. For many years he shared his
wisdom and insight with the members of the Provincial
Retirement Committee. Father Eustace was sorely
missed by the friars who gave the 1980 Retreats, since
he was actively engaged in this ministry when Sister
Death called him home. Even as he grew older, Father
Eustace, busy as he had been as a younger man, taught
the friars how to grow old gracefully. He spent his last
days doing simple household tasks for his brothers until
the day he died.
Father Eustace was buried from St. Leonard Church in
San Fernando II Cemetery.
From SHP Necrology

PLEASE PRAY FOR

Photo shows Fr.
Dennis wearing
the stole he was
given by the World
Wide Marriage Encounter.

We ask all readers of the ATP
to please pray with us
the following intentions
for the month of July:






For God's healing presence for all of those affected in any way by the coronavirus, and for all of
those caring for them or working to bring about
an end to its spread throughout the world.
Continue to pray for our sick and infirm friars,
especially Allan DaCorte who is r ecover ing fr om
surgery.
Gilbert Ostdiek who is r ecover ing fr om sur ger y .
Paul Gallagher who is r ecover ing well and will
undergo physical therapy for a few weeks.

On July 23rd, Fr.
Dennis blessed
the stole at the
morning Mass for
the Hospital Sisters of St. Francis
in Springfield, IL.

† Kenneth Capalbo, OFM (72), died J uly 24, in Chicago, IL. Ken was a friar for 53 years and a priest for 46.
† We received news that former friars Charlie Bloss and
Jogues Epply recently died.

†May the souls of the faithful departed
through the mercy of God
rest in peace.





July 31
July 31
August 2

Don Blaeser
Edward Tverdek
Johnpaul Cafiero

(79)
(58)
(66)
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