WEEKLY NEWSLETTER OF THE PROVINCE OF THE SACRED HEART

shpatpstl@gmail.com - December 24, 2020
We, Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province, profess and live the Gospel within the
Catholic Church. Living in fraternity and walking with God's people, especially those marginalized by society, we
are heralds of peace and ministers of reconciliation.
Value from Province’s Mission Statement: Recognizing the gifts all friars bring at each stage of their lives.
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Brother Damian Pfeifer, OFM,
Moves His Talents Indoors!

ow that the outside decorations are firmly in place, Damian has fitted out his room at St. Anthony’s friary, in his
very own, unique style. He leaves his door open all the
time, so passersby may get a little bit of his contagious
Christmas cheer! Thanks, Brother Damian! You have
brightened our home, inside and out, and lifted our spirits.
Bob Barko, OFM
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adua Franciscan High School raised $15,578 in cash, in
addition to thousands of donations, for families and charities in need. Throughout the month of December, our
students, faculty, staff and alumni participated in our
Christmas For Others Campaign. CFO is a program designed to
make the holidays brighter for the less fortunate. It is the largest
student-run fundraiser in Northeast Ohio.
MORE INFO: https://paduafranciscan.com/news/padua-raises15578-during-christmas-charity-drive/
Submitted: Rachel DeGirolamo - Communications and PR.

Remembering Our Brothers
Fidelis Veselak, OFM
1895-1980

rancis Veselak was a native
of Bohemia. As a young
man, he emigrated first to
Germany, then to New York
and finally settled in Chicago. There he came
to know the friars of Sacred Heart Province
and petitioned for admission to the Franciscan
Order. As a novice, he received the religious
name of Fidelis, a name which was prophetic in its
scope. For Brother Fidelis was indeed faithful to his
Franciscan vocation and baptismal commitment for the
next sixty-three years.
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Always faithful to the task to which he was
assigned, he also showed a genuine interest in
the friars with whom he shared his life, always
ready to compliment someone and to affirm a
job well done. This quality endeared him to
the friars and to the lay people of the parish
who were always ready to assist him in the
decoration of the church.
Brother Fidelis was a proficient linguist, able
to converse in many modern languages as well
as in Greek and Latin. This skill was not
something that Brother Fidelis would easily
reveal, always careful to protect his attitude of humility
and fraternal service. This attitude was another reason for
the admiration and love of his confreres.

Brother Fidelis was known as a “house brother,” a man
who was responsible for the cleanliness of the friary. He
was also the sacristan in many of the parish churches of
our province. This was especially true of his almost forty
years at St. Stanislaus Friary in Cleveland, Ohio, where
he lived and worked from 1941 until his death in 1980.

He died quite suddenly on the morning of Christmas eve.
He was looking forward to the task of decorating the
church for Christmas that afternoon. He was buried on
the morning of December 29, after a funeral liturgy at St.
Stanislaus Church.

PLEASE PRAY FOR

n December 18, Moises Gutiérrez, OFM, defended his
dissertation in order to receive a Doctorate in Leadership Studies from Gonzaga University. Moises reported
that the defense was difficult, but the teaching staff enjoyed his thesis (Trandisciplinary Global Mindset Model
for Global and Local Leadership), so they passed him with flying colors. The Sacred Heart Province congratulates Dr. Moises Gutierrez,
OFM, on his accomplishment.



For God's healing presence for all of those affected
in any way by the coronavirus, and for all of those
caring for them or working to bring about an end to
its spread throughout the world.



Harry Speckman, OFM, who tested positive for
Covid-19.

From SHP Necrology
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† Sereno Baiardi, OFM - 79 - for mer dir ector of the
General Secretariat of the OFM Missions in the USA from
1971 to 2014, died Nov. 17, in Trento, Italy. Sereno was
born Jan. 27, 1941, in Rivanazzano. He made his first vows
in 1959, and was ordained a priest on June 26, 1966.
† Martin Humphreys, OFM (SJB) 94, died Nov. 20, in
Sharonville, OH. He was a friar for 69 years.
† Jerome Wolnik, OFM, 74, died Dec. 22, in San Antonio, TX. He was a friar for 53 years.

†May the souls of the faithful departed
through the mercy of God
rest in peace.

Pictured (L-R): Friars Dennis Schafer, Justin Belitz, Tom Fox,
Moisés Gutiérrez Rivas, Gary Jeriha, Duc Pham.
Submitted by Duc Pham, OFM
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