AROUND THE PROVINCE
shpatpstl@gmail.com—March 12, 2020
We, Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province, profess and live the Gospel within the
Catholic Church. Living in fraternity and walking with God's people, especially those marginalized by society, we
are heralds of peace and ministers of reconciliation.
Value from Province’s Mission Statement: Recognizing the gifts all friars bring at each stage of their lives.

Casa Novas and the Custody
to Couscous
and the Coronavirus

F

ebruary 29th through March 7th
was the first of the two US 6
pilgrimages to the Holy Land. 27
friars from the six provinces, plus
our two very capable directors: Fr. Page
Polk, OFM (SJB), and Fr. Anthony
Chircop, OFM (Malta Province), spent
the week walking, in the footsteps of
Jesus, from Nazareth and the cities of
Galilee, to Jericho and Bethlehem,
ending our week walking into Jerusalem
touching the places where Jesus faced his
crucifixion, death and resurrection.
For each friar who was there, a unique
spiritual experience was almost certainly
the result of being in the many shrines
that today honor the ministries and life
experiences of Jesus. Most of these
shrines are cared for by the friars of the

Holy Land Custody. For a lifetime now,
the Gospels, and other scriptures, will
bring us back to the places we walked,
the words we heard from our directors,
and the prayer services and celebrations
of Eucharist that marked each day.
As part of our time in Jerusalem, we
visited the Holocaust Museum for part of
one day. When an all-day rain affected
our Friday and the Via Dolorosa, we
were blessed when the local Franciscan
archeologist welcomed us to a special
museum exhibit. He spent several hours
with us explaining much of what the
friars have found over the years that they
have worked archeologically in the Holy
Land.
Hospitality was found at the three Casa
Novas, the Franciscan pilgrimage houses
in Nazareth and Bethlehem and
Jerusalem. Each meal offered delicious
foods from the area and a universal
favorite was the couscous and pita bread
that was offered at each of the three daily

meals. Gelato and the various coffees
and other beverages of Israel were
favorites in the local street-side venues at
free times.
The developing presence of the
coronavirus hovered over the week,
much more as a potential threat than as a
reality in Israel. After we had left
Bethlehem, the shrine there was closed
for two weeks when a family in one of
the hotels was found to be sick with
something. There was a sort of collective
sigh of relief when flights were not
cancelled and all were able to return
home safely at the end of our week of
pilgrimage. With gratitude, we say thanks
for all who made this pilgrimage
experience possible.

On

CELEBRATING 300 HUNDRED YEARS
February 7, several religious leaders, political leaders
and dignitaries, benefactors, and parish members,
gathered at San José Mission Parish for a celebration
of a Mass to mark the 300th anniversary of its
foundation. Archbishop Gustavo García Ciller
presided. Provincial Minister, Tom Nairn, OFM, and Pastor, Rogelio
Martínez, OFM, among others, concelebrated. The Mass was very alive
and joyful. Several “danzantes” (dancers), and Native Americans
celebrating their special rituals, were in front of the church.
The celebration ended at the parish hall with some refreshments being
served and a festive meal.
Submitted by Rogelio Martínez Ruteaga, OFM, Pastor

Provincial Council Visits
Padua Franciscan High School
The friars of the Provincial Council visited Padua
Franciscan High School on Wednesday, March 11, to learn
about our school’s latest happenings. They toured the
building, met faculty/staff and had lunch with a few
students. Students were pleasantly surprised to see the
additional presence of brown robes in the building.

PLEASE PRAY FOR
We ask all readers of the ATP to please
pray with us the following intentions
for the month of March:





That the spirit of fraternity and common purpose
on display during the recent Chapter of Mats will
continue to grow in the six provinces.
That this season of Lent will be a time of
enrichment and renewal for all of us.
† Venard Kommer, OFM (99), died on Mar ch 2,
at Manor Care Health Services in Hinsdale, IL. He
was a friar for 79 years and a priest for 73.

†May the souls of the faithful departed
through the mercy of God
rest in peace.

Submitted by Rachel DeGirolamo, Director of Communications
& Public Relations

Remembering Our Brothers
Lawrence Gerard Craddock, OFM
1916-1974
life story of Fr. Lawrence Gerard is
filled with twists and turns that were
occasioned by the two World Wars that
occurred in the twentieth century. He
was born during the first war in Chicago. He attended
Fenwick High School for a time but eventually graduated
from Proviso East. He thought he had a vocation to the
Dominican Order; they thought otherwise. This turn of
events eventually brought him to the Franciscans after he
had experienced a retreat under the guidance of Father
Valerius Nelles. He pursued his delayed studies, entering
the seminary at the “advanced” age of twenty-one. His
course of studies for the Franciscan priesthood was
accelerated because of the Second World War. He was
ordained in 1947.
He was sent to Quincy College to teach English. He did so
with such enthusiasm and success that he spent the next
sixteen years pursuing a graduate degree and teaching at
Quincy. He was awarded a Masters Degree from Catholic
University and did some further studies at Fordham. Here,
he was accompanied by his fast friend and almost constant

companion, Father Francis Jerome Grey.
In 1963, he spent a short time at the
minor seminary in Westmont and then at
Marist High School. However, already
his health was beginning to fail him as he
suffered from some mysterious disease
that was robbing him of his mobility. He
retired to Quincy College four years later
and continued to teach on a much relaxed
schedule. The seminary in Quincy, which
opened in 1965, became the scene of
many of his classes as he wheeled his chair from class to
class.
During the next seven years, he was cared for by his
confreres, but most especially by Father Francis Jerome,
who will always be remembered for his solicitous care of
the sick. One evening, Father Lawrence Gerard simply
slumped forward in his wheelchair and was whisked from
this life to the next. He had expressed a desire to “be
planted in style.” That was indeed the case as the entire
college and seminary community as well as many visiting
friars and clergy crowded the College Chapel for his Rite
of Christian Burial. He was buried in the friars’ plot of
Calvary Cemetery.
From SHP Necrology

I

uincy University’s
Board of Trustees
entrusted Brian
McGee, Ph.D.,
with Quincy University’s
mission during a formal
ceremony, on Friday,
February 28. Religious
leaders, city officials, and
community leaders joined

Q

n February, the Central Region
Franciscan Vocation Office
(Sacred Heart and Assumption
Provinces), sponsored a “Come
and See weekend” in San Antonio, TX. They hosted
four men, all of whom were from Texas and also of
Mexican descent.
Submitted by Thom Smith, OFM, Vocation Director

members of the campus
community in celebration at
the official inauguration of
Quincy University’s 24th
President in the St. Francis
Solanus Chapel.





March 17
March 18
March 19

Tom Fox
Tom Nairn
Joe Rogenski

(85)
(72)
(72)
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