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We, Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province, profess and live the Gospel within the
Catholic Church. Living in fraternity and walking with God's people, especially those marginalized by society, we
are heralds of peace and ministers of reconciliation.
Value from Province’s Mission Statement: Recognizing the gifts all friars bring at each stage of their lives.
Bishop Ronald Hicks Blesses
New Sanctuary Cross at St. John’s in Joliet, IL
rompted by a recommendation of the Diocese of
Joliet, the friars and the parish of St. John the
Baptist, commissioned Dottie Mueller-Koepke
(OFS), to design a local adaptation of the San
Damiano Crucifix. The adaptation includes representation of the following groups: a friar, a Franciscan sister, a
German immigrant, an Hispanic immigrant, and an iron worker.
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Bishop Ronald Hicks blessed the image at vespers on the first
Sunday of Advent, November 29, 2020. In his homily, he stated
that his pectoral cross is the San Damiano Cross. On his coat of
arms, he quotes the familiar greeting of St. Francis, Paz y Bien.
He shared that he has been inspired by the life of St. Francis and
the faith of the Hispanic people.
Due to pandemic restrictions, the attendance was limited. Dottie
Mueller and her family were invited as special guests of the friars
and of the parish. We recognized that her fine work will be an inspiration to the friars and the parish. It will truly enhance our worship.
Larry Janezic, OFM

Pictured L-R behind the masks: Larry Janezic, OFM, Mike Jennrich, OFM,
Dottie Mueller, Bishop Hicks, Ed Arambasich, OFM.
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ranciscan Media has released Albert Haase's latest book, SOUL
TRAINING WITH THE PEACE PRAYER OF SAINT FRANCIS.
The Peace Prayer, ascribed to Francis of Assisi at the beginning
of the twentieth century, has seeped into the religious consciousness of every believer and become one of the most recognizable and beloved prayers ever. Using stories from the lives of Saint Francis, as well as ordinary people, Albert shows how the
Peace Prayer shapes the contours of the soul by challenging us to live lives of service (first stanza) and selflessness (second stanza). “Using the Peace Prayer of St. Francis, Albert Haase,
OFM, once again predicts that if we embrace this prayer, we will all begin to embark on a long
journey that will result in the fulfillment of our deepest dreams.” (From the Foreword by Murray
Bodo, OFM) The Appendix traces the history of how the prayer became associated with the saint
from Assisi. Submited: Albert Haase, OFM
www.AlbertOFM.org

Theo and Carmel
Carmel and Theo Linden’s story of how Fr.
Justin’s programs have helped both us and
our family. As written by Carmel:

Love. We still have the original sheet of paper listing the 7 Principles, which hung on
our fridge for many years, a constant reminder and often referred to guide.
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It is difficult to convey just how opportune a
r. Justin delivered his first work- time it was that Fr. Justin lovingly brought us
shop on Success: Full Living in his message of hope for a good life. In my
memory, the few years leading up to 1984
Perth Western Australia in
were wrought with emotional turmoil. Theo is
1984.Theo saw it advertised in
a Vietnam Veteran and after years of botthe Catholic newspaper, The
Record, and we decided to attend the “free, tling up stress, he was falling apart. I was
pregnant with our fourth baby, our beautiful
introductory” evening session to see what it
little 6-year-old girl was diagnosed with diabewas all about. That evening, Fr. Justin thortes, and my mother began her three-year
oughly explained the mechanics of meditation, and how meditation can bring each one battle with ovarian cancer. After Mums’ death,
my father was grief-stricken and not coping
of us into intimate contact with God at the
very centre of our being. Fr. Justin then guid- well, and my intellectually handicapped elder
ed us through our first experience of medita- brother was suddenly rendered homeless. I
tion. We were enthralled. Of course, we then guess you might say our plate was full, with
lots of practical and emotional issues needing
wanted to attend the whole weekend workto be dealt with. Fr. Justin provided a pathshop, but there were very practical conway of hope with practical guidelines that
straints on our ability to do so; we had four
brought peace to our hearts and the confichildren aged between 4 and 13 years, and
dence that no problem was too great. We
we were on a very tight financial budget. It
was decided that I would attend and relay all became more resilient and regained our joythe information to Theo. However, such was fulness.
my enthusiasm after the Saturday session,
Our life is not exceptional, we’ve had our ups
that Theo found ways and means to attend
and downs, but over the years we have kept
the Sunday session with me. Apart from more up our practice of meditation, goal-setting and
wonderful experiences of meditation, that
referring to the Principles for Living Love. It is
weekend gave us two great gifts which we
our way of life. Over the years, Fr. Justin has
took to our hearts: the mechanism for positive become a cherished friend. We have recomgoal-setting and the Principles for Living

mended his courses to friends, and shared
his tapes, CDs and books with many people.
For years, Theo had a dream that our parish
would host Fr. Justin to do a Parish Renewal,
and that our adult children and their partners
would attend. This dream came true, and
thereafter many parishes in Perth have followed suit.
Our daughter Amy has attended many of Fr.
Justin’s workshops and lives by the 7 Principles. Her life has known much grief, and we
know she has constantly looked to the ideals
in all the programs to find happiness and
keep her sights set on positive goals.
This is our story. Our life has been blessed by
Fr. Justin’s gentle Franciscan spirituality
which is given such rich expression in his
programs. Thank you and God Bless you, Fr.
Justin.

Submitted: Justin Belitz, OFM

A

fter
39
years
of
very dedicated
service to the friars
of Sacred Heart
Province and St.
Anthony of Padua
Church and Friary
in St. Louis, Martha
Patterson has retired. Her last day
of work was December 2nd. Over the years, Martha served in a variety of positions—in the
provincial offices, as guest master, cook, and for many of the 39 years as receptionist in the
front office. She has many, many stories about the friars. She will truly be missed. Before
leaving, Martha joined the friars at St. Anthony’s for lunch in the friary dining room for a small
farewell celebration.
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Submitted by Jim Lause, OFM
Pope Francis asked us to
remember the poor and outcasts the week of November 16, Friars Ed Shea, Ed Tverdek, Johnpaul Cafiero, and volunteers distributed meals to the poor and homeless in Chicago’s loop. They will be distributing warm clothing on Wednesdays in December. Pray for the success of the program.
Submitted: Johnpaul Cafiero, OFM

Remembering Our Brothers

Quincy. From there he returned to Quincy College where he taught an additional eleven years
when poor health forced his retirement.

Lucan Fleppert, OFM
1924-1990
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Father Lucan also served as guardian and rector
of the seminary in days that were fraught with
turmoil and discord because of the new ideas
and changes initiated by the Second Vatican
Council Throughout those years, Lucan was
patient, kind, and understanding. But this quiet,
gentle friar did find it stressful and difficult.

uiet, unassuming, extremely affable, Father Lucan excelled in
everything he did, including endearing himself to almost everyone he met. His entire life was
devoted to scholastic excellence
both as a student and as a teacher.
Ordained in 1950, Father Lucan was almost immediately
sent on to further studies after the usual year of pastoral
internship. He gained an MA in sociology from Catholic
University and, after a year of teaching at Quincy College, a Ph.D. in Philosophy from St. Bonaventure University, the latter awarded "summa cum laude." After the
years of study and a second year at Quincy College, he
spent seventeen years teaching philosophy to the young
friars at Our Lady of Angels Seminary in Cleveland and

In 1982, his body began to fail. First, diabetes took its
toll. Then he suffered a stroke. Finally, cancer took its
hold and brought about his death after desperate surgery
to halt its advance. Throughout these eight years of suffering, the patience and endurance of the man again
proved his hallmark. He was buried in the friars' plot of
Calvary Cemetery in Quincy,
From SHP Necrology

PLEASE PRAY FOR


For God's healing presence for all of those affected in any way by the coronavirus, and for all
of those caring for them or working to bring
about an end to its spread throughout the
world.



Leo Geurts, OFM, who is recovering from hip
surgery.
Al Langheim, OFM, who was diagnosed with
COVID-19
.







December 5
December 6
December 6

Guillermo Morales (49)
Michael Crosby
(85)
Michael Grawe
(76)

Christmas is in the Air
at St. Anthony’s in St. Louis!

E

ach year,
Brother
† For those who have died due to the COVID-19.
Damian
Pfeifer,
†May the souls of the faithful departed
OFM,
through the mercy of God
uses his
rest in peace.
expertise in putting
together holiday tableaus. This year is no different! He’s done a beautiful job in kicking off the Advent
and Christmas season with his beautiful display. Added to its beauty is quite a bit of engineering the backyard of St. Anthony’s is something of a wind
tunnel so he really has to anchor everything down in a
big way. This year his gift to the community and
neighbors is particularly appreciated, because of the
pandemic - it sure makes everybody smile when they
pass by. Thank you, Brother Damian!
Submitted: Robert Barko, OFM
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