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Sacred Heart Province Mission Statement

We, Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province, profess and live the Gospel within the Catholic Church. Living in fraternity and walking with God's people, especially those marginalized by society, we are
heralds of peace and ministers of reconciliation.
Value from Province’s Mission Statement: Recognizing the gifts all friars bring at each stage of their lives.
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WAITING IN SILENCE

ebster’s New World Dictionary defines Alzheimer’s disease in the following way: a
progressive, irreversible
disease characterized by
degeneration of the brain
cells and commonly leading
to severe dementia. The disease derives its name from
the scientist who was the
first person to diagnose it –
Alois Alzheimer.
Our brother, John Rausch,
OFM, suffered from this disease. Those of you who
lived with John at St. Anthony Friary in St. Louis, were the first to
experience some of the early indicators
of memory loss. Those of us at Blessed
Giles Friary in Manitowoc, lived with him
when the disease took over much of his
memory. It is painful to watch a brother
slowly slip away – forgetting familiar
names, faces, and shared experiences.
Due to John’s failing condition, he could
no longer live at the friary. He moved to
St. Mary’s Home at the Felician Village,
in 2016, and was in residence there for
three and a half years before he died. It
was there, where he received the loving
support and care of the nurses and staff
in the memory unit. The Lord came for
him in the early hours of the morning on
Tuesday, November 26, 2019. John was
only 74 years old.
John Rausch was born on August 2,
1945, in St. Louis, MO, to Joseph M.
Rausch and Catherine (Wendling)
Rausch. He was baptized at St. Wences-

laus Church in St. Louis, MO.
John was received into our
Franci scan community as a
novice on August 12, 1967.
John was one of fifty-one novices, the largest novitiate class in
the history of the Sacred Heart Province.
He professed solemn
vows on September
5, 1971, at Our Lady
of the Angels Seminary in Quincy, IL.
Fabian Burdiek,
O.F.M., received his profession
of vows. John was ordained a
priest by Bishop James Ryan,
O.F.M., on June 5, 1976, in
Chicago, IL.
Fr. John began his priestly ministry serving as a pastoral associate in St. Louis,
MO, and Cleveland, OH. He was also a
confessor at St. Peter Church in the Chicago Loop. Following these ministries,
Fr. John was appointed pastor of St. Anthony and St. Joseph Parishes in Quincy,
IL. He then returned to St. Louis, MO,
and was the chaplain for the Franciscan
Sisters of Mary and also chaplain at St.
Louis University Hospital. While involved
in fraternal service at St. Anthony Friary,
Fr. John was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s
Disease. Those who knew John
will remember his faithfulness to
Franciscan life, a love for classical/religious music, and his funloving spirit.
Family, friars, and friends gathered at the Blessed Angela
Chapel at Felician Village to celebrate Fr. John’s life on Monday,
December 2, 2019.

His two nieces, Michele and Denise,
drove from St. Louis to represent the
family. Provincial Minister Tom Nairn,
O.F.M., presided and preached. In his
homily, the provincial shared his last visit
with John. John was unable to speak but
held his hand and would not let go.
Fr. John was preceded in death by a sister, Catherine Rausch. He is survived by
his brother and sister-in-law, Joseph and
Betty (Abeln) Rausch; nieces, Michele
Rausch and Denise (Edward) Ucinski,
and a great-nephew, Kirk Ucinski.
Following the funeral liturgy, Fr. John
was buried in the friars’ plot at Calvary
Cemetery in Manitowoc, WI.
By John Dombrowski, OFM

Remembering Our Brothers
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friaries of the province.

Eugene Besand , OFM
1906-1996

or a week preceding his death, Brother
Eugene sat at the table just picking at
his food. He had no appetite nor was it
easy for him to swallow. On the morning of his death, one of the nurses asked Father Bill
Barnickel to anoint Brother Eugene since she
sensed that death was imminent. Later in the day,
Brother Eugene came to the dining room for supper and then
retired to his room. An hour later the nurses checked on him
and found that he had died peacefully in his bed.
In some ways Brother Eugene’s death was a commentary on
his whole life: he was a friar who quietly went about his business, worked hard, and managed to do so with a prayerful attitude. He was not one to make waves. He had been one of ten
children in an extremely poor but a strongly religious family.
Coming to the friars in 1926, his first assignment was to help
Brother Julius Tracey in the kitchen. Brother Eugene used to
comment that he knew as much about cooking “as a cat knows
about Sunday.” In what was to become characteristic of his life,
he learned well enough. He never really enjoyed cooking, but
he never complained because he felt this to be his job out of
obedience. For the next nineteen years, he cooked in various

PLEASE PRAY FOR
We ask all readers of the ATP to please
pray with us the following intentions
for the month of December:









That the spirit of fraternity and common purpose on display during the recent Chapter of
Mats will continue to grow in the six provinces.
That with the help of the Holy Family, may
those without homes and homelands find shelter and a place of safety and security.
Peggy Slapshak, wife of Lou Slapshak
(Affiliate to the province), - of Belleville, IL,
was admitted to hospice care. Please keep her
in your prayers.

December 5
December 6

Guillermo Morales
Michael Grawe

In 1955, he was transferred to Westmont to assist
with the construction of St. Paschal Friary. There he
learned a new line of work as he worked side by side
with Father Rene Ettelbrick. He did not know it then,
but this was to become his second career as he
went on to serve in the boiler room of St. Peter’s in
the Loop and then on to St. Mary Friary in Memphis.
In 1967, he was asked if he knew anything about
bookkeeping. He had learned to cook and to maintain a boiler;
he thought he could learn bookkeeping as well. So he was
transferred to St. Augustine Friary to work in the Franciscan
Missionary Union. There he learned the craft of a bookkeeper
with on the job experience. He continued this work until 1982.
His last years were spent back at St. Paschal’s and Quincy
College caring for the needs of the friars as a housekeeper. In
1993, much to his dismay, he was forced to give up the active
life and retire to Sherman, Illinois. It was a difficult time for
Brother Eugene who had found his life of work so satisfying.
However, typical of the obedience he had lived all his life, he
accepted the decision of his superiors to send him to Sherman.
His funeral took place at St. Anthony Church in St. Louis with
burial at Ss. Peter and Paul Cemetery.
From SHP Necrology

Mario DiCicco, OFM, again
worked his magic with his team for
a wonderful thanksgiving dinner.
Among the friars in attendance was
the Minister General, Michael
Perry, OFM.
Submitted: Johnpaul Cafiero, OFM
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