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Catholic magazine's
February issue contains an essay I wrote
about an experience I had when I last visited
Uganda. One Sunday I went to a community
whose last Mass had been over 4 years ago.
You can read the on-line version at
https://uscatholic.org/articles/202201/a-mission
-to-uganda-prompts-greater-love-for-thesacraments/

News from Around the Province

Jerry Bleem, O.F.M.

n Inter-Provincial Retreat took place in Winter Park, FL, January 24-28. For COVIDrelated reasons, seven friars had to back
out, leaving only eight participants. However,
all of the USA-6 provinces were represented,
including three from Sacred Heart Province - Don Blaeser,
Frank Coens and Luis Runde. The retreat was given by Sisters Suzanne Kush and Judy Blizzard, both Felician sisters. The Felicians united all their North American provinces
into one some years ago, so these sisters had some valuable
insights for us as we work toward becoming one US province. The retreat was based on Francis' Prayer for Guidance
as well as Scripture and our life experiences.
Submitted: Frank Coens, OFM

A

lbert Haase has been invited to
give the Keynote Address at the
Los Angeles Religious Education
Conference, the largest annual
gathering of Roman Catholics in the US,
attracting between 35,000-40,000 attendees. Because of the pandemic, this year
the in-person attendance will be restricted to
12,000 participants. Because of the restricted attendance, the conference will also offer
virtual participation. Speaking on this year's
theme of "The Living Waters of Hope," Albert's talk is entitled, "Harboring Hope before High Hurdles." The Conference will be held from March 18-20. To
register for in-person or virtual participation, visit www.recongress.org
Submitted: Albert Haase, OFM

F

riars Earl Benz, Chris Neuman, Andre Schludecker and
Ken Rosswog pitched in to force tulips, daffodils and
crocus to bloom for their chapel at Blessed Giles Friary
in time for Easter. "It was fun getting our hands dirty."

he "Ite Nuntiate" focus group met at Mt. Irenaeus, NY,
from Jan. 24-28. Others joined on Zoom for 2 sessions.
The focus: How to create contemplative communities as
we move toward the future of US-6.
Submitted: Justin Belitz, OFM

Remembering Our Brothers
Celestine Strub, OFM
1884-1973
Celestine was the senior friar
priest of the Province and the
second oldest member when
he died in 1973 despite the
fact that he suffered poor
health as a young friar priest. He and his older brother,
Father Giles Strub, were both invested with the Franciscan habit on March 19, 1903. The two brothers pursued their education
leading to the Franciscan priesthood together and were ordained by John Joseph Glennon, Archbishop of St. Louis, MO,
in 1910.
During his lifetime, Fr. Celestine filled a number of ministerial
positions and lived in almost every region of the Province, including the western most sections which were eventually to
become the St. Barbara Province. He was involved in parochial
work, in chaplaincies, as well as the educational ministry. He
served as a teacher and as spiritual director for a number of

Fr.

years in the minor seminary in Westmont shortly after it
opened its doors. He was also a contributing author to
the efforts of the Franciscan Herald Press in providing
spiritual literature for members of the Third Order.
Toward the later years of life, Fr. Celestine’s eyesight
began to fail making it impossible for him to read. He
spent a number of years in the various formation houses of the province in Illinois (Teutopolis, Oak Brook,
and Quincy), where the clerics often found themselves reading
to him. Despite his failing eyesight, he never failed to be able to
read a clock and was a stickler for time. The Angelus was to
begin precisely at noon, and not a minute later. He was a colorful friar who was very proud of his status as senior friar priest.
When he died in Quincy, IL, he was laid to rest in the friars’ plot
of Calvary Cemetery after a funeral liturgy at Our Lady of the
Angels Seminary.
From SHP Necrology

PLEASE PRAY FOR
We ask all readers of the ATP to please pray with us the
following intentions
for the month of February:



Continue to pray for an end to abortion and for the
respect of all human life.
For people who continue to die of COVID-19.

† Donald Pfeiffer (73), br other of our confr er e, Damian
Pfeiffer, OFM, died on J anuar y 25, 2022.

†May the souls of the faithful departed
through the mercy of God rest in peace.

Schedule of the
Provincial Minister
for the month of February 2022


February 1-4: Meeting US-6 Provincials via zoom.



February 6-11: Malibu, CA. Inter-Provincial Retreat.



February 20-21: Cincinnati, OH. Elglish Speaking Conference meeting preparation.



February 23-26. San Diego, CA. Meeting of Franciascan
School of Theology Board of Regents.

F

riars Herbie Jones, Tom Fox, and Dennis
Schafer prepare for first confessions at St.
Pat's in Indianapolis, IN. The donated statue of St. Francis behind them sits on a newly
made pedestal by Tom.
Submitted: Tom Fox, OFM
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