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It

MARY’S DATES:
FELLOWSHIP AMONG CHRISTIANS AND MUSLIMS

may come as a surprise to many Christians
that not only is the Virgin Mary (Maryam
bin’Imran) the only woman mentioned by name
in the Quran, she is the only one to have a Surah (Chapter) of the Muslim Holy Book dedicated to her. She
is mentioned by name and by reference about 70 times in the
Quran, and only about 10 or so times in the Bible.
Surah Maryam describes how, when Mary went into labor,
she found herself by a palm tree. God’s messenger invites
her to shake the palm tree and eat the dates that fell from it.
The Gospel of Pseudo-Matthew, written before the origins of
Islam, describes how Mary and Joseph rested under a palm
tree in their flight to Egypt with Jesus. Mary saw the dates
hanging high above her head, but neither she nor Joseph
could reach them. The Baby Jesus then ordered the palm tree
to bow down so Mary could take its fruit. These parallel accounts of Mary eating dates gave the name to an event organized by the Pontifical Academy of Mary International (PAMI)
on May 13th of 2019, at the Auditorium Antonianum in Rome.
The event was co-sponsored by the Iraqi Embassy to the Holy See, the Italian Islamic Religious Community (COREIS),
the Pontifical University Antonianum and the Pontifical Theology Faculty Marianum.
Prof. Agustín Hernandez, OFM, Vice-Rector of the Antonianum, and Prof. Denis Kulandaisamy, President of the Marianum, welcomed over 300 students, diplomats, friars, imams
and theologians to the event.
His Excellency, Mons. Luigi Bressnan,
Archbishop Emeritus of Trent, and her Excellency, Amal Mussa Hussain Al-Rubaye,
Ambassador of Iraq to the Holy See, spoke
about Marian devotion from a Christian and
Muslim perspective.

Prof. Gilberto Cavazos-González, OFM, of
the Antonianum, addressed the issue of
Francis and Clare of Assisi and the Spirit of
Assisi while Iman Yahyâ Sergio Yahe Pallavicini of COREIS addressed St. Francis’
encounter with the Sultan Al-Malik Al-Kamil
in 1219. Both speakers focused on what we
can learn from Francis, Clare and Al-Malik
for interreligious dialogue.

Finally, Mons. Marco Gnavi, Director of the Office for Ecumenism and Interreligious Dialogue, and Prof. Laura Mulayka
Enriello of the Interreligious Studies Academy, explained fasting in both Christian and Muslim tradition.

The event had several musical interludes of Marian music
representative of both religions. At the end of the event, everyone was given a commemorative box of dates.
The event ended just after 8pm, and about
90 ambassadors to the Holy See, Muslim
imams and theologians and Italian diplomats joined the friars of the Collegio Internazionale Sant’ Antonio to share a meal after
sunset, when our Muslim brothers and sisters could break their Ramadan fast.
Written and submitted by Gilberto CavazosGonzález, OFM.
Pictured: Iman Yahyâ Sergio and Gilberto Cavazos-González at the Antonianum Friary Refectory.
Photo: Mary shaking the palm tree for dates, a legend derived from the Gospel of Pseudo-Matthew.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mary_in_Islam

Remembering Our Brothers
Theophilus Thiel, OFM
1897-1965
was in the novitiate that his classmates noticed Father Theophilus
Thiel’s simple faith in the Master.
When things were going well, he
would exclaim, “The heavens declare the
glory of God.” When things went awry, he
would be heard saying, “All for the greater
honor and glory of God.” These simple
sentiments characterized the life of this friar who was
known as Theophilus, Theaphilus, Father Thiel or
just Theo. One brother also called him Ophilus.
For practically forty years, Father Theophilus worked
in the vineyard of the Lord. In the eyes of the world,
he did not do very much; he was a rather ordinary
Franciscan priest. The scope of his work and the
places where he worked varied, but his preference
was with the Indians of Wisconsin and Michigan

among whom he toiled for nine years.
When obedience called him elsewhere, he
responded with the same zeal. His love for
his own vocation prompted him to begin a
vocation club at St. Joseph Parish in Cleveland. The purpose of this club was to help
pay the way for needy seminarians. Those
who knew him were also impressed with
his love and devotion to Jesus and the
Blessed Mother. He was gracious in his care of all the
souls who were entrusted to him, whether they were
healthy or sick, white, black or red, sane or insane.
He saw them all as Christ’s least brethren.
He was buried from St. Joseph Church in Cleveland,
his boyhood home. He had made his first communion, served his first Mass, and celebrated his first
Mass of Thanksgiving all in the same church. Now he
was buried from it.
From SHP Necrology

REMINDER
For those of you who plan to attend the Farewell
Celebration at Our Lady of the Lake Parish in
Ashland, Wisconsin, the celebration will be on
Sunday, June 30, 2019, at the 10am Mass.
215 East Lakeshore Dr.— Ashland, WI.
Please contact the Parish:
E-mail: ollcatholicchurch@our ladycc.or g
Phone number: 715-682-7620

PLEASE PRAY FOR

Schedule of
the Provincial Minister
for the month of June, 2019


8-12: Chicago, IL. US6 Provincials’
face-to-face meeting at St. Peter’s.



13: Washington, DC. Meeting with Center
for Applied Research on the Apostolate
(CARA) .



18-21: San Antonio, TX. Fraternal visit,
including Albert Haase in Austin.



24-28: St. Louis, MO. Provincial Council
meeting.



June 28-July 1. Ashland, WI: Farewell at
Our Lady of the Lake Parish.





May 31
June 4
June 6

We ask all readers of the ATP to please pray with us
the following intention for the month of May:


“In thanksgiving to God for the work of
the friars in education in the United
States and for the students they have
taught.”

Jesús Aguirre Garza
Raymond Shuhert
Michael Fowler
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