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Sacred Heart Province Mission Statement

We, Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province, profess and live the Gospel within the Catholic
Church. Living in fraternity and walking with God's people, especially those marginalized by society, we are heralds of
peace and ministers of reconciliation.
Value from Province’s Mission Statement: Recognizing the gifts all fr iar s br ing at each stage of their lives.

MESSENGER OF PEACE

P

ictured here are Paolo
Castellani, Francesco Di
Giandomenico and Luca
Tironzelli with Bob Hutmacher, OFM. They are
from Perugia, Italy, and performed
Bob’s new work, Messenger of
Peace. Bob wr ote the scr ipt and incidental music over the past two years
and rehearsed with them in Perugia in
January and September. They performed the 110 minute work at St.
Francis in Quincy, IL, at Ascension in
Oak Park, IL, and Mundelein Seminary and CTU, also in Illinois, all
within six days. A lovely hardbound
book they published includes the original art work by Tim Leeming of Oak
Park, parts of each of the ten stories
niversary of the encounter
between St. Francis and the
Sultan. Being so close to
Giza, we couldn’t think of
passing up the chance to see
the Great Pyramids. Among
the visits and activities, we
had a Mass and special
presentation at the Franciscan sisters’ school in
Damietta, a brief
tour of the mosque in
Damietta, where St.
Francis is said to
have journeyed, a
stop at the orphanage
PILGRIMAGE TO DAMIETTA
run by the Missionaries of
Charity in Cairo, and tours of a
rom October 24-28, our Is- number of Coptic monasteries
tanbul fraternity, along with near Alexandria. It was planned
some other members of the for us to have a visit at the AlFranciscan family, made a
Alzhar University in Cairo with
trip to Cairo and Damietta, the Grand Imam (where Pope
Egypt, to commemorate the 800th an- Francis was earlier this year),
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about Francis and the music. The stories, based on Legend of the Three
Companions, Assisi Compilation and
other ancient sources, reveal and express the impact Francis had on certain people and radically changed their
lives. Leo, Rufino, Angelo and Illuminato are impersonated by the narrator and Luca was superb in his performance. The book is available through
Bob at St. Peter’s and soon on Chiesa
Nuova’s web site, along with greeting
cards of some of Tim’s art and recordings Bob has done with Paolo and
Francesco over the past fifteen
years. Performances in Italian are
planned for Rome, Perugia and Assisi
after Easter 2020. Friars may remember the preview performed at our
chapter of 2018.
Submitted by Robert Hutmacher, OFM

but a change in the schedule had to be
made and thus opened the way to our
visits to the monasteries and churches
on the road to Alexandria. Interreligious / ecumenical dialogue has come
a long way in the past century. Francis’
journey was certainly not in vain….
Submitted: Jeff Haller, OFM

Remembering Our Brothers
Paulinus Stotter, OFM
1842-1918
rother Paulinus and Father
Luke were members of the
same community in Quincy,
Illinois in 1910 when a community picture was taken. The
two are shown in the picture standing next to
each other. Eight years later, they died on the
same day, one - a very young man just beginning his life as a Franciscan priest, the other an elderly lay brother who had served the friars as a gardener and fireman (boilerman) all his life.
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Brother Paulinus was the brother of two other friars,
Brother Wenceslaus and Father Heribert (see September
9 and 27). He had joined the friars in Germany as a ter-
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tiary brother. He was subsequently drafted
into the German army and served as a nurse
during the Franco-Prussian War. He was decorated for his service in the war.
In 1872, he and his younger brother William
(Fr. Heribert) came to the United States. William went to Teutopolis where he entered the
seminary as a candidate. Two years later,
Brother Paulinus entered the First Order. The
greater part of his life was spent at two friaries, the houses of formation in Quincy and
Teutopolis. As was the custom in those days,
the clerics attended midnight choir in the Novitiate and
in the houses of study. Brother Paulinus edified all of the
friars by his regular attendance after a hard day’s work in
the garden and maintaining the boiler. He was buried in
the friars’ plot of Calvary Cemetery
From SHP Necrology

n November 2,
2019, Dennis
Koopman, OFM,
was inducted
into the Hall of
Fame in the Springfield, IL,
Diocesan Chapter of the
Knights of Columbus. The
Mass, banquet, and ceremony were held at St. Francis
Parish, Teutopolis, IL. Pictured are Don Niebrugge,
Chapter President, Dennis
Koopman, OFM, and Bishop
Thomas John Paprocki, bishop of the Springfield, IL, Diocese.

Wencelaus Church, OFM, celebrated his 90th
birthday with a festive cake baked by his classmate, Mario DiCicco, OFM.
Submitted by Mario DiCicco, OFM

Submitted: Dennis Koopman, OFM

PLEASE PRAY FOR





We ask all readers of the ATP to please
pray with us the following intentions
for the month of November:
That the spirit of fraternity and common purpose on
display during the recent Chapter of Mats will continue to grow in the six provinces.
For those who work so that others in the world may
have their daily bread.






November 8
November 10
November 12
November 14

Henry Willenborg
Robert Hutmacher
George Musial
Earl Benz

(70)
(69)
(79)
(90)
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