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Sacred Heart Province Mission Statement

We, Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province, profess and live the Gospel within the Catholic
Church. Living in fraternity and walking with God's people, especially those marginalized by society, we are heralds of
peace and ministers of reconciliation.
Value from Province’s Mission Statement: Recognizing the gifts all fr iar s br ing at each stage of their life.

FR. PETER BAPTIST FRITZ, O.F.M.

In

2012, eight retired friars left Our Lady of Angels
Friary in Sherman, IL, to begin the final journey of
their lives in Manitowoc, WI. Fr. Peter Fritz,
O.F.M., was the last friar of this group to die on
September 10, 2019, at the age of 95. He died at St. Mary’s
Home at the Felician Village, several blocks away from Blessed
Giles Friary.

Fr. Peter was a humble and holy
friar. Every time I visited him at St.
Mary’s, he was either at his computer playing solitaire or watching
his beloved Cardinals on TV. The
last few weeks of his life he was in
bed, wondering when the Lord
would come for him and take him
home to heaven. He would always
tell me before I left
that he was praying
for the friars at
Blessed Giles and he
would say, “tell the
friars I love them.”
Gathering to celebrate his life on Saturday morning,
September 14, were his three nephews, Provincial
Minister Tom Nairn, O.F.M., Pat Goldsmith and
Dennis Koopman, O.F.M., the friar community and
several care givers.

Bernard Fritz was born on June 26, 1924, in Chaska, MN, to Bernard Fritz and Margaret (Huber) Fritz. He was baptized and confirmed at Guardian Angels Parish in Chaska. Bernard was received into the Franciscan community as a novice on July 2,
1943, receiving the name Peter Baptist. He professed solemn
vows on July 3, 1947, and was ordained a priest on June 25,
1950, in Teutopolis, IL, by Bishop William A. O’Connor.
Fr. Peter began his priestly ministry serving as a pastoral associate. While continuing to serve in various parishes, he was also a
chaplain to the Poor Clares in St. Louis, MO. In 1966, Fr. Peter
began a long career as the chaplain of Veteran’s Administration
Hospital in St. Louis, MO. He was the chaplain for 24 years. Following these years, he was pastor in Ruston and Calhoun, LA.
He moved to Crowley, TX, and resided at the Franciscan Village.
There, he helped out in various parishes. He retired in 2009 and
resided at Our Lady of Angels Friary in Sherman, IL. He moved
to Blessed Giles Friary in Manitowoc, WI, in 2012. Due to failing
health, he moved to St. Mary’s Home at the Felician Village in
2018.

Fr. Peter is survived by siblings Philip (and the late
Betty) Fritz of Alexandria, VA; Dr. David and Lilli
Fritz of Lakewood, CO; Philomena (and the late
Bernard) Hesse of Hopkins, MN; and Kay Fritz-Cooper of Cantonment, FL. He is also survived by 28 nephews and nieces and
numerous grand-nephews and grand-nieces.
May this holy and humble friar, our brother Fr. Peter, now rest in
the place God has prepared for him in the heavenly kingdom.
John Dombrowski, OFM

On the Feast of the Stigmata, September 17th, fourteen friars of the Province of St. Francis of Vietnam made solemn
profession at our seminary in Saigon, where Joseph Tan Nguyen & Ken Capalbo are currently teaching.
Submitted by Joseph Tan Nguyen, OFM
On September
18, Herb Rempe, OFM, celebrated his 84th
birthday with his
community at
Blessed Giles
Friary in Manitowoc, WI.
Herbie wants
the friars to
know that he is
doing well and
thanks everyone
for the prayers
they are sending.
Congratulations, Herbie!!
THE NEXT EDITION OF ATP WILL BE ON
OCTOBER 17, 2019.
EDITOR WILL BE VISITING FAMILY
IN MEXICO.
PLEASE CONTINUE TO SEND YOUR
PHOTOS, ARTICLES, NEWS, REMINDERS,
TO:
pepecheva@gmail.com
shpatpstl@gmail.com
Happy Feast of St. Francis!!

Remembering Our Brothers

converse in that language some thirty years
later.

Juniper Grass, OFM
1839-1918

Twelve years after arriving in Bayfield, he was
transferred to Jordan where he stayed for eight
years. Over the next years, he was stationed in
Nebraska, Quincy, and St. Augustine’s in Chicago. Finally in 1901, he was transferred to
Teutopolis where he stayed until his death
some seventeen years later. He was regarded
as one of the more saintly brothers of the Province and was featured with a chapter devoted
to his life in Heralds of the King (see pp. 697-698.)

rother Juniper emigrated to the United
States in 1867 when he was twentyeight years old. He settled in Dubuque
and worked as a tailor there. A year
later, he asked to be admitted to the Franciscan
Order. He was clothed with the tertiary habit
on Christmas Day in 1868. After a short time,
he was transferred to St. Joseph Friary in
Cleveland where he stayed for the next seven years with
the exception of the year he spent in the novitiate.

B

Upon his death, a solemn Requiem was sung for him in
the seminary chapel. Then his remains were conducted to
the mortuary chapel where he was laid beside another
saintly brother, who had been his friend and confrere in
life, Brother Conrad Kuenzler.

In 1877, he was sent to Joliet. However, just a year later,
he accompanied Fathers Casimir Vogt and John Gafron
to the Chippewa missions in northern Wisconsin. He is,
therefore, counted as one of the pioneer friars who went
among the Native Americans. Brother Juniper learned to
speak the Chippewa language fluently and could still

From SHP Necrology

PLEASE PRAY FOR

Schedule of
the Provincial Minister
for the month of October, 2019




7-10: St. Louis, MO: Province Leadership meeting.
11-17: Valletta, Malta: English Speaking Conference
OFM meeting.
19-28: Santarem, Brazil: Custodial Chapter of the St.
Benedict of the Amazon Custody.

We ask all readers of the ATP to please
pray with us the following intentions
for the month of September / October:

That the spirit of fraternity and common purpose on
display during the recent Chapter of Mats will continue to grow in the six provinces.
That we grow in our understanding of the Plenary
Council’s call to deepen our contemplative stance.
Tom Jennrich, br other of Michael Jennr ich, OFM,
who was diagnosed with colon cancer.
Ken Capalbo, OFM, who has been dealing with some
health issues.
Pauli Johnson, OFM, now living at St. Mar y’s Home
in Manitowoc, WI.







† Sr. Marie Carmel Fisk (90), one of the Poor Clar es in
the Evansville monastery, died on Sept. 16. Sr. Carmel
served in the military (WAC) before joining the Poor Clares.
† Tom Ruzicka, br other of Bobby J oe Ruzicka, OFM,
died on Sept. 20, in St. Louis, MO.

A Note from Venard Kommer, OFM
“As the oldest friar in the province, I appreciate your prayers as I deal
with prostate cancer. I appreciate your concern and support as I live
independently with the assistance of friends. A word to the older friars:
drink tomato juice and eat tomato soup, it helps prevent prostate cancer. I will be 99 years old on November 17, 2019.”
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