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Happy Autumn and Halloween
From St. Louis!

ur Brother Damian has done it again! (Notice anything
different about him?)
He’s changed up the Fall Tableau to brighten up our
back yard this year, so we all get to enjoy the lights in
the evening.
Thank you, Brother Damian!
Submitted: Robert Barko, OFM

On October 25, 2021, Clarence Klingert, OFM, struck
the gong at Northwestern Hospital in Chicago announcing that he has successfully completed 20 radiation
treatments for Prostate Cancer. He will continue taking
hormone pills daily for six months .
Submitted: Chuck Faso, OFM

A

utumn colors in Flower Garden at St Gratian Friary Countryside October 8, 2021.
Submitted: Chuck Faso, OFM

News from Around the Province

shpatpstl@gmail.com - November 4, 2021

ranciscan Brothers, Josh Richter and Neil
Pavao took some time off from studies to
assist Eddy Z. and Nate Tavella in their
project of rebuilding a house in the
Southside neighborhood of Englewood, in
hopes of creating a vibrant NA and AA
meeting clubhouse. The friars of St. Joseph
ask for your prayers for Ed and Nate, in their work of
bringing healing and hope to those struggling with substance addictions in Southside Chicago.
Submitted: Neil Pavao, OFM

Remembering Our Brothers

stayed in Hankow. “I am too old to learn new dialect.”

Francis Middendorf, OFM
1889-1944
s a young friar, Frater Francis
Middendorf dreamed of becoming a foreign missionary. However, Sacred Heart Province did
not have any foreign missions in
its care at that time. He did not
let that fact daunt him, persevering in his desire, petitioning the Provincial
Minister constantly to allow him to go to Africa or China. He was
sent to work with the Native Americans instead.
Sometime later, when the General Minister was in the United
States, Francis used the privilege accorded him by the Constitutions to petition the General directly. The Provincial was instructed to let Francis go to China. Since we had no other friars
in China at the time, he went to the Hankow Mission where other American Franciscans were working. Even after the Sacred
Heart Province did send missionaries to China, Father Francis

According to articles in the periodical Franciscan in
China, Father was “always energetic and ready to start
something, especially in the line of improvements.” He
would work tirelessly during the day and spend the
evening translating works from English to Chinese and
from Chinese to English.
In 1925, he was first diagnosed with tuberculosis which
gradually wore down his health until his death in 1944.
The Provincial Curia received a brief notice of his
death from the Department of State: “I regret to inform
you of the death in China of Francis Middendorf. A communication received by the Department from the American Legation at
Bem, Switzerland, states that Mr. Middendorf died of tuberculosis on November 4, 1944, at Yangshin Mission, Tayed. No further details are given.”
His second cousin, Frater Eugene “Bede” Middendorf, wrote a
short life-sketch of his relative when word was received of his
death.
From SHP Necrology

Happy birthday!!




November 8
November 10
November 14

Henry Willenborg
Robert Hutmacher
Earl Benz

(72)
(73)
(92)

Schedule of the
Provincial Minister
for the month of October 2021


November 2-5: San Antonio, TX, visit friars at Mission San
Jose and San Miguel.



November 8-11: Santa Barbara, CA, visit Novitiate.

T

he friars at Blessed Giles in Manitowoc celebrated ALL SOULS’ DAY
acknowledging the six friars: Harry
Speckman, Daniel Piasecki, Jim
Hoffman, George Musial, Michael Luke Ubben,
and Thomas Eisenmenger, who died in Manitowoc during this past year. We also remembered
Elric Sampson, Albert Langheim and Jerome
Wolnik who died in 2021.
The friars also visited Calvary Cemetery and remembered the 20 friars buried there. The names of 11 friars, who died
in Manitowoc, and buried in other cities, are inscribed on the friars’ memorial stone in the above photo.
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