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Sacred Heart Province Mission Statement

We, Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province, profess and live the Gospel within the Catholic
Church. Living in fraternity and walking with God's people, especially those marginalized by society, we are heralds of
peace and ministers of reconciliation.
Value from Province’s Mission Statement: Recognizing the gifts all fr iar s br ing at each stage of their lives.

O

FIFTY YEARS A FRIAR

n a hot August afternoon in 1969, on the grounds of
St. Paschal Friary outside of Chicago, sixteen young
men and one older gentleman began a journey that
thousands of men from times past had also began.
We were invested in the Franciscan Order and began our year of
novitiate. Richard Nixon was president of the USA, and our country was in the midst of the Vietnam war. The epic gathering at
Woodstock, IL, had been held just a couple of weeks before we
were invested. It was a time of questioning and searching and
those of us, who began the novitiate that year, were no different.

shared household tasks of cleaning, painting, hospitality and
many other responsibilities.
We had classes on scripture, religious life, and liturgy. Numerous
friars came throughout that year to give presentations on their
own Franciscan life and the very diverse ministries they were doing. Once a week we went to visit patients at Cook County Hospital in Oak Forest, IL. Most of the patients there had no other
place to go because of their lack of finances and their need for
long term care of their chronic illnesses. The Franciscan chaplain,
Fr. Paulinus Grosskopf, OFM, was deeply dedicated to the patients and most welcoming to us young novices.
We learned not only from our novice directors
(Frs. Sylvano Pera and Bob Monaghan), but
also from the senior friars who also lived at St.
Paschal’s Friary. Each novice took a week of
being on call in case any of the senior friars
needed help at night. We were in our early 20's
and, like taking care of our grandfathers, we
helped out with the friars who were in their 80's
and 90's. The stories they told us of their own
formation to Franciscan life was often very different than the formation we were experiencing
in our novitiate.

The fifty years, that have past since that hot August afternoon,
have given my classmates and myself experiences that we never
imagined those many years ago.
Throughout that novitiate year, we learned about St. Francis of
Assisi and the history of our Order since its humble beginnings in
1209, when Francis received permission from the Pope to begin
the Order. We learned how to pray in union with the Church and
various aspects of the liturgy. We learned various skills, some of
us learning about cooking, construction skills, automotive skills,
gardening, how to do repairs and other skills as we worked with
some of the Franciscan brothers who lived at St. Paschal’s. We

I, and my fellow novitiate classmates, have now
been Franciscan friars for fifty years. We have
had experiences and become brothers with one
another and other Franciscans from throughout
the world. We have done things, worked in ministries and lived in places that 50 years ago we
could never have imagined. We have had challenges and struggles and touching experiences that have helped shape who we
are today as Franciscan friars. We know we never could have
reached this time in life without the brotherly love and care that
we have received from some friars, the love of our relatives and
the tremendous friendship and support many folks, in various
ministries in which we have served, have given to us. For all of
you brothers, who have challenged and supported us for the past
50 years, we give you our deepest gratitude!
Michael Fowler, OFM

Remembering Our Brothers
Michael Wernsing , OFM
1897-1971

M

ichael Wernsing was a native of Teutopolis, Illinois.
He entered the preparatory
seminary in 1913. His
course of studies followed the usual route of
preparatory seminary, novitiate, where he
received the name of Michael, philosophy in
Quincy and theology in St. Louis. He was
ordained in 1925.

one year, however, he was
assigned as an associate
pastor, a position he filled in no
less than four parishes for the
next fifteen years. The next
two years found him serving as
a chaplain of the Little Sisters
and the Warrensville Hospitals.
For the next twelve years, Fr.
Michael was assigned to preach missions
and retreats as a member of the Province
Mission Band. During this time, he resided
at a number of the missionary friaries of the
Province. Having completed a dozen years
as an itinerant preacher, he took up where

His first assignment was brief. He spent a
year as a teacher at Quincy College. After

he left off as an associate pastor,
most notably at St. Mary’s in Madison, Illinois, where he labored for
thirteen years except for three
years that he spent as retreat master at Alverna Retreat House in
Indianapolis.
After a brief hospitalization, Fr. Michael was found in his room where
he had died quietly. His remains were taken
to his home town of Teutopolis where he
was interred with his confreres in the parish
cemetery after the funeral liturgy.
From SHP Necrology
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n November 10, 2019, three friars from the St Benedict the
Moor Custody of Santarem, Brazil, arrived from St. Louis,
MO, to St. Gratian Friary in Countryside, IL. These three
friars spent Tuesday, November 12, preaching and accepting donations from worshippers at St. Peter’s in the Loop in Chicago. On
Wednesday, November 13, the friars from Brazil drove to Grand Rapids,
MI, to visit benefactors. After a visit to Greg’s family, the three friars will
return to the Amazon
Custody. Welcome back
anytime, brothers!
L-R: Romulo Monte Canto
(Treasurer of Custody
in Santarem), Greg
Joeright (Pastor of Monte
Alegre), and Francisco
Assisi Paixao (Custos
2010-2019).
Submitted: Chuck Faso, OFM

PLEASE PRAY FOR
We ask all readers of the ATP to please
pray with us the following intentions
for the month of November:
That the spirit of fraternity and common purpose on
display during the recent Chapter of Mats will continue to grow in the six provinces.
For those who work so that others in the world may
have their daily bread.
Lambert Leykam, OFM, who is struggling with
some health issues.










November 22
November 25
November 28

Lawrence Jagdfeld
Thom Smith
Frank Coens

(72)
(67)
(73)

O

n Nov 17, around 40 friars and friends gathered at Manor Care in Hinsdale, IL, with Fr. Venard Kommer, OFM,
to celebrate his 99th Birthday. Pizza and cake were enjoyed by all. After we all sang Happy Birthday in English,
Venard, who was born in Germany, asked if we could
sing it in German: “Froelich Geburtstag zu Dir” and ”Er Lebe
Hoch!” And so we did!
left to right: Rich Baranski, Chuck Faso, Chris Neuman, Jim Walton, Venard
Kommer (seated), Bill Rooney, Clarence Klingert; all of St Gratian Friary in
Countryside, IL.
Submitted: Chuck Faso, OFM
. Earl Benz, OFM, turned 90
on November 14th with his
brothers at Blessed Giles Friary in
Manitowoc, WI; dessert of choice for
the birthday meal was a cherry pie.
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