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News from Around the Province
ast week, Padua Franciscan High School,
in Padua, OH, celebrated Allan DaCorte’s
75th birthday and his retirement.
Wishing him all the best!

W

e received news that St. Benedict
the Black in Grambling, LA, is now
an Historical Landmark Property
(plus 8 other churches in Grambling). This
was announced Saturday at a Juneteenth
activity here in Grambling that was sponsored by the Grambling Economic Development Corporation and the City of
Grambling. There are
two plaques (one outside the church and
one in the vestibule),
commemorating this
event.

Friars who have been
stationed in that part of northern Louisiana, will be
familiar with this region.
Information submitted by: Adrian Fischer, OFM
cremains of Fr. Andy
Buvala, OFM, have
been resting in the
chapel at Blessed Giles
Friary for fifteen months
due to COVID-19. He died on March 29, 2020, at
the beginning of the pandemic. His 100th birthday
would have been celebrated on July 29, 2021. It
seems appropriate that we bury his cremains on his
100th birthday and his family agree.

L

ester Kochlin, OFM, tells us that he
missed being a 'little firecracker' by a few
minutes, as he was born shortly after midnight on July 5,1934. He turned 87 this
past week. The entire community celebrated with him
on Sunday evening, July 4th. The Felician sisters
joined the friars for pizza, red velvet cake, and ice
cream.

Fr. Andy’s Memorial Mass will be celebrated at St.
John the Baptist Church in Joliet, IL, on Thursday,
July 29th at 1PM. He will be buried with his brother,
Fr. Medard Buvala, OFM, per his request, following
the Memorial Mass. Friars, family members, friends
from Peshabestown, MI, and
others who wish to attend are all
welcome.
Friars: please put the date in
your calendars – July 29, 2021,
at 1pm. See you there.
Friars from Blessed Giles
Manitowoc, Wisconsin

F

Sabinus Mollitor, OFM
1865–1924

ather Sabinus was born in Chicago in
1865 and baptized at St. Peter Church.
He entered Quincy College in 1880.
Though he was not a gifted student, his
diligence and piety gained him the favorable attention of Father Anselm Mueller. In 1886, he
was invested with the habit. He was eventually ordained
in St. Louis in 1892. He returned to St. Peter’s where he
offered his first Solemn Mass of Thanksgiving.

Father Sabinus spent his entire life caring for various parishes and institutions staffed by the friars. He was responsible for building the church in Lindsay, Nebraska. He
also served as chaplain of several of the penal institutions
in Joliet and St. Louis.
His death came about quite suddenly. One day, while
ministering at the City Sanitarium in St. Louis, he became
ill, so ill, that it was necessary for him to procure a taxi to
get home. He went immediately to his cell to rest. The
friars were concerned about him and posted a cleric out-

side his room, much to Fr. Sabinus’ chagrin. In the
morning, the young friar looked in on Father Sabinus and found him in seemingly good health and left
to attend Mass in the church. Upon his return, he
found that Father Sabinus had expired.
The superintendent of the City Sanitarium sent the
following letter to the provincial minister. “I regret
deeply to learn of the sudden death of Father Sabinus whose friendly and cheerful personality was always a
pleasure and consolation to everyone of this institution.
The services he rendered have been invaluable; and I am
unable to fully convey to you the extent of our loss. I assure you that you have the deepest sympathy of the employees and patients of this Institution, with whom Father
Sabinus has been associated for so many years.”
The obituary for Father Sabinus noted: “Father Sabinus
was a strict observer of the rule, a lover of his cell, where
he devoted much of his free time making literal translations of the minor works of St. Bonaventure.... He also
took great interest in library work and made a list of the
incunabulae of the libraries of the province for the Franciscan Educational Conference.”
Photos/story: Donald Lachowicz, OFM

Remembering Our Brothers

Happy birthday!!
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PLEASE PRAY FOR
We ask all readers of the ATP
to please pray with us
the following intentions
for the month of July:


As the provincials from all over the world meet in
Rome for the General Chapter, let us pray that
the Holy Spirit will inspire the friars as they elect
a new General Minister.



Continue to pray for all the people who have been
affected by natural disasters, especially those affected by recent hurricanes.



For the people who lost their lives in the building
that collapsed in Florida; for the people who are
still missing, and for those who mourn the loss of
loved ones.

T

he senior friars in Manitowoc, WI, were able to
virtually watch the recent simple profession
ceremony of the novices. Purchase of the new
Smart TV, was made possible by a grant from

SOAR! -- Supporting Our Aging Religious. It
will also be used
for exercise, Wii
sports and Saturday night movies.
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