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We, Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province, profess and live the Gospel within the
Catholic Church. Living in fraternity and walking with God's people, especially those marginalized by society, we
are heralds of peace and ministers of reconciliation.
Value from Province’s Mission Statement: Recognizing the gifts all friars bring at each stage of their lives.

Principal David Stec Honored
as Franciscan Affiliate
rincipal David Stec ’86 was surprised with the honor of
becoming a Franciscan Affiliate of the Sacred Heart
Province. Provincial Minister, Fr. Tom Nairn, OFM,
presented Mr. Stec with a Franciscan Affiliate medal at
the Bruin Benefit on Saturday, April 24, 2021.

Mr. Stec joins a small community of affiliates from the Padua
Franciscan family, including Sally Brody, Gary Ellis, Paul Lorz
and Terry Monnolly.

Affiliation to the Province calls attention to an individual who identifies with the Franciscan values, as well as lives a life consistent
with the values in the mission. The Provincial accepts a petition
for affiliation from the friars who can attest to the individual’s quality of life. The affiliate benefits from a fraternal relationship with
the friars, inclusion in the daily prayer of the friars, and communication with significant happenings in the friar community.
“Our Franciscan Province supports David fraternally, as well as
spiritually, as the first lay president of Padua, beginning on July 1,
2021,” said Padua President, Fr. Allan DaCorte, OFM.

Padua's Bruin Benefit Raises
Record-Breaking $301,250
adua Franciscan High
School's 29th Bruin
Benefit raised a recordbreaking $301,250 (net)
on Saturday, April 24,
2021. Throughout the night, we honored Fr.
Allan DaCorte, OFM, who will be retiring on
June 30th, after serving as Padua’s president
for eight years, as well as Vice Principal Br.
Tom Carroll, OFM, who is moving on to a
new ministry with the Franciscan Formation
Program after 32 years at Padua. Both of
these friars changed Padua Franciscan, as
well as the lives of so many students.

P
Back L-R: Friars Marc Sheckels, Tom Carroll, John Dombrowski, Provincial Minister, Tom
Nairn, Ted Haag. Front seated: Johnpaul Cafiero, Allan DaCorte.

Both articles on Padua submitted by:
Rachel DeGirolamo, Communications and PR

Remembering Our Brothers

accreditation. Father Titus got the job done in record time.

Titus Ludes, OFM
1923–1992
ather Titus was a large
man in both body and
spirit. His classmates
tell the story of how
they were forbidden,
while in the novitiate, to
pick fruit from the trees.
However, they were not
forbidden to eat fruit that had fallen to
the ground. They soon learned they
could get all of the fallen fruit they desired by getting Father
Titus to climb the tree and shake the branches.
Immediately after his ordination, Father Titus was sent to Fordham University in New York where he earned a doctoral degree in Education. Degree in hand, he first moved to Quincy
College where he served as Dean, and as Chairman of the
Education Department. Next he moved to the newly opened
Hales Franciscan High School where he served as principal for
six years. The school had been opened following the closing of
Corpus Christi High School and was in need of North Central

Next he returned to Quincy College, where he served as president at a time when the college was in the midst of forming a
Board of Trustees. He also saw the inauguration of the radio
station and the addition of several buildings to the campus.
When his term as president came to an end, he served as an
ambassador at large for the college throughout the United
States.
During a sabbatical in Santa Barbara, he became interested in
the problems of married people. He attended and then participated as a staff member in several Marriage Encounter weekends. He renewed his knowledge of canon law, particularly as
it applied to the annulment process. When he returned to
Quincy, IL, he began to work for the tribunal in the Diocese of
Springfield, IL, a work that he continued to the time of his
death.
Father Titus’s heart had to work overtime to keep his very ample frame working. Gradually it began to weaken as he grew
older. He suffered, and recuperated from, at least one massive
heart attack. However, the next time he was not so lucky. He
was buried with the friars in Queen of Heaven Cemetery in
Hillside, IL, after funeral liturgies in Springfield, IL, and at St.
Linus Church in Chicago, IL.
From SHP Necrology
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n Saturday, May 1, the Church in
the U.S. celebrates Religious
Brothers Day, a day not only
to give thanks for religious brothers but also to consider how we all can encourage young people to discern the possibility of this call in their life. It was a Franciscan brother, Brother Fidelis Veselak, who
took an interest in me when I was young
many years ago and likely is the main reason that I am a
Franciscan today.
Let’s all give a sincere “thank you” to the brothers of our
province for their Franciscan witness and life. May God be
with you always!
Tom Nairn, OFM—Provincial Minister






May 3
May 7
May 8
May 13

Robert Sieg
Joseph Tan Nguyen
Dennis Schafer
Thomas Carroll

(73)
(64)
(70)
(67)

PLEASE PRAY FOR


For God's healing presence for all of those affected in any way by the coronavirus, and for all of
those caring for them.

FOR ALL THOSE WHO CONTINUE TO DIE DUE
TO THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC, ESPECIALLY
PEOPLE IN INDIA WHO HAS BEEN STRUGGLING WITH MASSIVE SPREADING OF THE
VIRUS

†Richard James, OFM (HN), 86, died on
March 17 at St. Lawrence Friary in Beacon, NY.
He was a friar for 57 years.
†Raymond Speckman (84), brother of our
confrere, Harry Speckman, OFM, died on April
24, in Joliet, IL.
†May the souls of the faithful departed
through the mercy of God
rest in peace.
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