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We, Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province, profess and live the Gospel within the
Catholic Church. Living in fraternity and walking with God's people, especially those marginalized by society, we
are heralds of peace and ministers of reconciliation.
Value from Province’s Mission Statement: Recognizing the gifts all friars bring at each stage of their lives.

100 FOR REAL!

The

friars of Holy Cross Friary were still in the throes of
Easter joy when along came another reason for joy. On
Friday, April 9, Fr. Irenaeus Kimminau woke up at the
age of 100! He was thrilled and we were right there with
him. Everyone of us prayed that he will continue to be
blessed with the pleasantness of his personality, his inspiring humility, his wisdom
about life, his wonderful sense of humor, his simple appreciation of and respect for
life – his and everyone else’s, and his love of all that grows, especially flowers and
sweet-potatoes.
Fr. Irenaeus was celebrant at our 11:00 A.M. Mass. We could feel the gratitude in
his heart as he celebrated. Our provincial, Fr. Tom Nairn, blessed us with his presence and gratefully acknowledged Fr. Irenaeus as gift to his family, to us friars, to
those he served as a humble shepherd, to anyone whose life he touched.
We preceded our meal with hors d’oeuvres. As usual Fr. Irenaeus focused on the
pickled herring and sardines – not everyone’s favorites. The meal was chosen by
him: fried chicken, sweet-potatoes, and green beans, with pineapple upside-down
cake for dessert – a menu not unfamiliar to his past birthdays.
A one day celebration was not
enough, though. On Saturday we
drove Fr. Irenaeus to St. Anthony
Church where he was the beloved pastor from 1965 to 1974. He was greeted by at
least 100 parishioners, a local NBC news reporter, three firemen with a fire truck,
and one of his sisters and ten other relatives. He thoughtfully responded to the reporter’s questions, but his main theme was that of gratitude for the good people who
always surrounded him wherever he was. Then the pastor, Fr. Tom
Donovan, overwhelmed him by showing him the new name on the parish center:
FR. IRENAEUS KIMMINAU PARISH CENTER. And he overwhelmed him again by
telling him a scholarship fund had been set up in his name for the students of St.
Anthony/St. Dominic School.
As if these surprises were not enough, he was then asked to climb into the fire truck
which led a parade back to the friary – lights flashing and traffic stopping all the way.
Back home he was given horn-blowing applause by the 30 cars and their passengers who had joined the parade! Then he rested.
The simplest way to end all of the above is to simply say: WHAT A WEEKEND! And
one more time: HAPPY 100th BIRTHDAY, Fr. Irenaeus. We love you.
Story and photos submitted by Al Merz, OFM

Remembering Our Brothers

position of his relatives.

Clementin Hagen, OFM
1876 -1912
aderborn figures in the
lives of many of the
friars of Sacred Heart
Province. By coincidence, this young friar priest
was born in Paderborn. However, it was not in Germany that
he was born but Paderborn, IL.
He determined early on that he
wanted to be a priest and applied to the Bishop of Belleville
who sent him to study at the seminary in Milwaukee, WI.
There he confided to his spiritual director that he was
drawn to religious life. After conversations with his bishop, he was allowed to enter the novitiate despite the op-

After his ordination, Father Clementin served in St. Mary
Parish, Memphis, Tennessee. He spent a short time in
California serving at St. Turibius because of ill health.
When he returned to the Midwest, he was assigned first to
Teutopolis, IL, and then again to Memphis, TN. In 1910,
he was sent to St. Louis to serve as librarian and Master
of Brothers and “excurrens” for the friary. In 1912, he
preached the sermons for the Forty Hours Devotions at
Columbia, IL. When he preached the closing of the devotion, he was running a fever of 103. Upon his return to St.
Louis, he was diagnosed with typhoid fever. He died the
next morning. His funeral was held two days later.
He was remembered as “a quiet, unassuming and observant religious and a zealous priest. He had a special
talent for drawing.
From SHP Necrology

PLEASE PRAY FOR
For God's healing presence for all of
those affected in any way by the coronavirus, and for all of those caring for them
or working to bring about an end to its
spread throughout the world.



† Richard Arambasich (88), uncle of our
confrere, Ed Arambasich, OFM, died April 7,
in Joliet, IL.
FOR ALL THOSE WHO CONTINUE TO
DIE DUE TO THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC.

†May the souls of the faithful departed
through the mercy of God
rest in peace.
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Pio Jackson
Maury Smith
J. Derran Combs
Robert Gross
Dat Hoang
Ralph Parthie
Paul Paré

(69)
(84)
(57)
(75)
(38)
(75)
(72)

T

he friars at St. Peter
in the Loop in Chicago, IL, celebrated
Easter Sunday by
sharing a meal with
General Minister, Michael Perry, OFM,
who was spending some time in the
States before he returns to Rome.
The meal was prepared by some of the
friars and they all had a great time.
Pastor, Michael Fowler, OFM, testifies
that “nobody went away hungry.”
Story/photos submitted: Michael Fowler, OFM
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