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Sacred Heart Province Mission Statement

We, Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province, profess and live the Gospel within the
Catholic Church. Living in fraternity and walking with God's people, especially those marginalized by society, we
are heralds of peace and ministers of reconciliation.
Value from Province’s Mission Statement: Recognizing the gifts all friars bring at each stage of their lives.
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News from last year’s Around the Province

eff Haller, OFM, was temporarily in Rome, while
he awaited his work visa to get back into Turkey.
He was hoping to be there by Christmas, but such
wasn’t the case. Jeff expressed that he wouldn’t
complain, though --- with so many refugees on
the move these days, “I'm very fortunate to have a place
to hang up my habit... I received photos and greetings
from Sacred Heart Province.”
Jeff sends greetings and best wishes for a Happy and spiritually fruitful, New Year 2020!!
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hristmas celebration at St. Peter’s. Mario
again
worked
culinary wonders!

Submitted by Johnpaul Cafiero, OFM

Remembering Our Brothers
Justus Nelles, OFM
1917-1989

Fr

Justus spent his entire
life as a Franciscan
priest ministering
among the parishes of
Sacred Heart Province. A dozen different parishes were the sites of this man’s
attempt to proclaim the good news to all
God’s people, but especially to the poor.
When he died, the following was part of his obituary:
“When one looks back over the almost 45 years this man spent
in carrying out his calling, there are several things that stand
out. At St. Augustine’s, the parish in which he spent more than
twenty years, it was he who, seeing the influx of Hispanics,
began the study of Spanish on his own and initiated the Hispanic apostolate, beginning thereby the formation of the Hispanic community. Fr. Justus was contemplating the starting of

a similar apostolate among the Black community, but ill health
and ‘Sister Death’ intervened.
“Perhaps one facet of his apostolic labors, that of visiting the
sick both at home and in various hospitals, has endeared him
to the hearts of a multitude of fellow human beings. Possibly
the fact that his own life was no stranger to illness prompted his
unceasing efforts to bring comfort to the lives of so many others.”
“As the years wore on and Fr. Justus’ energies declined, he
surrendered the major burdens of parish life to younger hands.
In his last years he proved a true brother to his fellow Franciscans, he aided in the celebrating of parish Masses, he journeyed, no matter what the weather conditions, to visit the sick,
and during the appropriate season he tended to the friary garden.”
Fr. Justus was buried in Queen of Heaven Cemetery in Hillside
with his confreres.
From SHP Necrology

PLEASE PRAY FOR
We ask all readers of the ATP to please
pray with us the following intentions
for the month of January:






That the spirit of fraternity and common purpose
on display during the recent Chapter of Mats will
continue to grow in the six provinces.
In this national month of migration we pray that
all life will be respected and all immigrants will be
welcomed and treated justly."
Dan Piasecki, OFM, who has been hospitalized
due to severe pneumonia

†
†May the souls of the faithful departed

through the mercy of God
rest in peace.

Submitted by Chuck Faso, OFM
On January 4, General Minister, Michael Perry, OFM,
using only one crutch - and Ray Shuhert, OFM, visited
Chuck Faso, OFM, at Shirley Ryan AbilityLab, where
Chuck has been recuperating since his December 10th
neck surgery. Chuck will return home to St. Gratian’s in
Countryside, IL, on January 14. Michael Perry will return to Rome on January 15.







January 10
January 11
January 12
January 15
January 15

Richard Duffy
Pepe Martínez
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