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We, Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province, profess and live the Gospel within the
Catholic Church. Living in fraternity and walking with God's people, especially those marginalized by society, we
are heralds of peace and ministers of reconciliation.
Value from Province’s Mission Statement: Recognizing the gifts all friars bring at each stage of their lives.
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Friars Join zoom discussion
on climate and Laudato Si

n November 12, 2020, about 11 friars joined a zoom
discussion on developing ways to continue and promote awareness of climate change and Laudato Si.
This event was a follow up to four webinar presentations given by Ed Tverdek, OFM, in June.

Ed began the discussion with a review of the basic points he
made in the June presentations. He re-stated that the most effective ways to personally respond to climate change are through
reducing food waste and transitioning to a plant based diet. Ed
introduced new developments since his presentations in June.
Soon, there will be a formal launch of a multi year action plan in
the church through the Dicastery for the Promotion of Integral Human Development. Other significant developments were the election of Joe Biden as president and the encyclical, Fratelli Tutti.
Some of the highlights of the friars’ discussion were:


Promote ongoing awareness



Ongoing study of Laudato Si and Fratelli Tutti



Recognize and promote the importance of “common
good” in Catholic Social Teaching



Seek out and collaborate with groups like the Sunrise
Movement

As



Engage with young people who are involved with the climate issue



Assist in efforts to teach the nexus of Covid-19, the economy, climate change, and race relations

I enjoyed the opportunity to discuss these matters. It demonstrates the interest and commitment of the friars. We will have
another opportunity to do so on December 3, at 3pm, CST,
through zoom. Save the date. Provincial Tom Nairn, OFM, will
give a presentation on Fratelli Tutti. You will receive a zoom invitation in a few days.

Larry Janezic, OPFM

The Franciscan Hermitage

Thanksgiving approaches, we, here at the
Hermitage, are thankful for 36 years of
ministry in the areas of spirituality and
meditation. Our basic programs are
based on 3 volumes that we have published over the years. Success:
Full Living is an introduction to a contemporary approach to Franciscan
Spirituality and an introduction to meditation. We are presently preparing this program for the internet. Success: Full Relating is an in-depth
presentation of Franciscan Spirituality and its practical applications.
Success: Full Thinking is an in-depth presentation of meditation with
practical applications for daily life. We have workshops for each of these
topics. We also have a workshop on contemplative prayer titled, Living
the Prayer of Quiet and another on The Art of Listening.

The SFL workshop has taken us to parishes all over the country and
into many countries in Europe, to Australia, Canada, the Caribbean, etc.
We suggest that after taking these workshops, the participants create
support groups that can help them move the theory into daily practice.
At present, we have 4 meditation support groups that meet in the Indianapolis area: one on Tuesday night on Zoom (this is an international
group), a 2nd at St. Thomas Aquinas Parish (where I did a Parish Renewal). A 3rd group meets at the Hermitage on Wednesday night, and a
4th that meets on the last Saturday of the month here at the Hermitage.
The Sunday homily is published each week on the internet. At present,
we have approximately 11,000 individuals tuning in to this presentation
and this number continues to rise.
Justin Belitz, OFM

Remembering Our Brothers

master of novices, after which he became the
associate pastor of St. Anthony Parish in St.
Louis, MO. After completing his tenure, he began a seventeen-year stint in his first love - the
mission band of the Sacred Heart Province.

Joseph Brogger, OFM
1876-1956

F

red Brogger was one of fourteen children of German emigres who settled
in Grand Rapids, MI, a decision that
was made during their honeymoon
trip to the United States. An older
brother had also decided upon the priestly vocation, so it was necessary for Fred to wait until
his brother was ordained before his family could afford
to send him on his way to Teutopolis, IL, to begin his
studies. He was eighteen years old.

Preaching was Father John Joseph's forte. At the
time of his death, he had written more than one
thousand sermons. However, after having written the sermon down on paper, he never used it
in the pulpit itself, but preached it from
memory. Those sermons were then neatly filed away for
his future use or for posterity. After seventeen years of
itinerant preaching, he found that his energy was waning.
He asked for a less strenuous position and was asked to
return to the parochial ministry as pastor of Sacred Heart
Parish in Indianapolis for twelve years, and then pastor
of St. Bonaventure Parish in Columbus, Nebraska, for six
years. During that time, he built an addition to the high
school and gymnasium in Indianapolis, and served on the
Provincial Council as a definitor.

His vocation was born during a parish mission given by
Frs. Clementine Lorbacher and Symphorian Forstmann.
As soon as he heard the first sermon of the mission, Fred
decided that he would one day be a Franciscan priest
who gave such sermons. Though it was difficult to get
back into the swing of studies after so many years away
from school, he persevered in his studies and was ordained in 1908. His first assignment was as the associate

From SHP Necrology

PLEASE PRAY FOR


For God's healing presence for all of those affected
in any way by the coronavirus, and for all of those
caring for them or working to bring about an end
to its spread throughout the world.



Continue to pray for all the people who have been
affected by natural disasters.






November 19
November 21
November 22
November 25

Michael Luke Ubben
Gerald Bleem
Lawrence Jagdfeld
Thom Smith

(72)
(66)
(73)
(68)

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR
You may have noticed that the ATP newsletter has been published almost every other week since the beginning of the COVID19 pandemic.
There is not much going on OUTDOORS throughout the province.
Even, the provincial’s travel has been curtailed.
We thank you for sharing your stories with us and encourage you
to continue to send them.

E

We will indeed have an edition of the ATP next week as we celebrate the Thanksgiving holiday. Peace to all. Keep healthy and
safe!!

arl Benz, OFM, celebrated his 91st birthday at
Blessed Giles Friary, on Saturday November
14th. Pizza, cherry pie and ice cream were
served, all favorites of Br. Earl.
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