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NEW AFFILIATE
TO THE SACRED HEART PROVINCE

n March 13, 2022, Provincial Minister Tom Nairn, OFM, officially welcomed Sister Julia Huiskamp, DC, as the newest affiliate of Sacred
Heart Province. Sister Julia has spent much of her life ministering to the
underserved population of East St. Louis, IL. Pictured with Sr. Julia and
Fr. Tom is Fr. Carroll Mizicko, OFM, pastor of St. Augustine of Hippo
Church in East St. Louis.
Submitted: John Eaton ,OFM
Photo: Bill Spencer, OFM

hrough the efforts of Fr. Ed Foley, OFM, Cap, the Templeton Foundation
has agreed to underwrite a special homiletics project. The project, which
includes a number of scientists as well as homilists from a variety of backgrounds, is an effort to wed science and religion in Catholic homilies. At
a recent meeting in Catholic Theological Union in Chicago, the homilists met to present and critique the opening round of homily outlines. Provincial Vicar John Eaton, OFM (top right), has been asked to participate in
this project.
Photo/Story: John Eaton, OFM

Padua Franciscan High School
named Bob DiRocco
as its Permanent Principal

adua Franciscan High
School announced on
Wednesday, March 2, 2022, that Bob
DiRocco is the permanent principal,
after serving as the interim principal
since July 2022. The decision was
approved by President David Stec ’86
and the Board of Trustees.
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“Bob DiRocco has done an exceptional job guiding
the school this year. His faith, dedication, and focus
on strengthening student engagement has made a
positive impact here at Padua,” said Stec. “We look forward to him continuing to provide exceptional leadership, academic vision, and support for the entire Padua community.”
DiRocco joined Padua in 2008 as a theology teacher, campus minister and coach.
Then he served as the assistant principal of young men. Prior to working at Padua,
DiRocco spent 15 years as an administrator and teacher at St. Peter Chanel High
School. He is looking forward to the future.
“I am honored and excited to continue serving as Padua’s principal,” said DiRocco. “I
am filled with hope about our school’s next chapter and look forwarding to sharing
those successes with our students and their families.”
Deacon Matt Harley delivered a blessing while Padua's students, faculty and staff extended their hands to pray for
newly named permanent Padua Principal, Bob DiRocco, on Wednesday, March 2, 2022.
Submitted and photo credits: Rachel DeGirolamo, Vice President of Strategic Communication

Remembering Our Brothers
Nicholas Leonard, OFM
1853-1903

orn in France, young Francis
Leonard emigrated to the United
States with his parents while he
was yet a small boy. The voyage
proved to be dangerous and traumatic as his
younger sister lost her life when a huge wave
washed her overboard. His family continued
on their journey and eventually settled near Teutopolis, IL. In
1867, Francis began his education with the Franciscan Friars in
Teutopolis and was invested with the habit in 1870. His course
of education led him to the priesthood in 1877. He was immediately pressed into service as a teacher at the college in
Teutopolis. Thus began his distinguished career as an educator. Both Quincy and Teutopolis knew the excellence of Father
Nicholas’ pedagogical talents and his sense of discipline. Under

his guidance, even the most difficult student seemed to
thrive. He quickly advanced in positions of leadership,
and at the tender age of thirty-eight was appointed rector of the seminary when Father Michael Richardt was
elected Provincial Minister. Just a year and half later,
Father Nicholas was sent to replace Father Anselm
Mueller as president of the Quincy College. Under Father Nicholas, the college blossomed and grew threefold. In approximately five years, Father Nicholas had
overseen both the building of new wings on the college
as well as a burgeoning student body.
In 1900, a sad accident befell Father Nicholas. While he was
visiting Omaha, NE, he fell as he disembarked from a streetcar.
The streetcar passed over his left leg in such a way as to necessitate its amputation. Unfortunately, Father Nicholas never
seemed to rebound from this accident. Three years later, apparently from the effects of a stroke, Father Nicholas died in St.
Louis, MO.
From SHP Necrology
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Reminder:
Cast your ballot
for the naming of the Province

(Due tomorrow, March 18, 2022)
The final ballot for the name of the new province is
now available and can be found here. Friars are
invited to select names from the list generated by
the straw ballot and submit their response by Friday, March 18.
Guardians are asked to provide friars who do not
have computer access with a printable copy of the
ballot, which can be downloaded here. Once the
paper ballot has been filled out, it can be scanned
and sent to Maria Hayes at
mhayes@usfranciscans.org.

We ask all readers of the ATP to please pray with us
the following intentions
for the month of March:



Continue to pray for an end to abortion and for
the respect of all human life.
For the mother of Raymond Rickels, OFM, who is
nearing her encounter with Sister Death, and for
our brother Raymond and his family as they deal
with this painful situation.



† For people who continue to die of COVID-19.

†May the souls of the faithful departed
through the mercy of God rest in peace.
TRANSFERS


Donald Lachowicz, OFM, has been transferred from
Blessed Giles Friary in Manitowoc, WI, to St. Anthony Friary
in St. Louis, MO. Donald's new position will be to assist John
Abts, OFM, in the Health Care office.



Pepe Martínez Valenzuela, OFM, has been transferred
from Blessed Giles Friary in Manitowoc, WI, to St. Benedict the Black Friary in East St. Louis, IL. Pepe has been
assigned the position of Director of Communications for
the province.
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