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Sacred Heart Province Mission Statement

We, Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province, profess and live the Gospel within the Catholic
Church. Living in fraternity and walking with God's people, especially those marginalized by society, we are heralds of
peace and ministers of reconciliation.
Value from Province’s Mission Statement: Recognizing the gifts all fr iar s br ing at each stage of their lives.

F

rom October 21 - 26, Provincial Minister, Tom Nairn, OFM,
attended the Chapter of the Custody of St. Benedict of the
Amazon at the invitation of its Custos, Frei Francisco de
Assis Paixao. The theme was “Franciscanos na Amazônia:

L-R: Frei Francisco de Assis Paixao, OFM, who just finished three terms as
Custos; newly elected Custos, Frei Edilson Rocha da Silva. Edilson was Custos
in the 1990s. SHP Provincial Minister, Tom Nairn, OFM.

Presença, Diâlogo, Testemunho.
(I’ll let you all translate this on
your own!), and the timing coincided with the Synod on the Amazon in Rome. Every afternoon,
there was a prayer service memorializing friars of the custody
who had died. Nine of the friars
commemorated had been part of
our own province. On one evening, a Franciscan theater group,
composed of young people, performed a theater piece on the life
of Francis. Edilson’s brother
played the father of Francis. The
great fraternity we had, more than
compensated for any language
difficulties I might have encountered.

Picture below is of a memorial prayer service
for the dead. The picture being carried is that
of Paul Zoderer, OFM, former SHP. The one
in the background is Juvenal Carlson.

Article and photos: Tom Nairn, OFM

Conference Auditorium at the Antonianum in Rome
September 25, 2019, Gilberto Cavazos-González,
OFM, opened a four-day
Conference at the Antonianum University
in Rome. The planning of the event by
Gilberto, and three other members of the
Society for the Study of Christian Spirituality, took two years. The topic was: “The
Study of Christian Spirituality and Spiritual Theology: Evolving Methodologies.”
Thirty four speakers from around the
world (two from Catholic Theological
Union), presented their findings and dialogued with the 150 persons in attendance. Chuck Faso, OFM, raised money for the Conference as a guest. Much enthusiasm
was expressed by all in attendance. Gilberto gave the closing presentation and summary
of the Conference. Gilberto is working on publishing all the talks in an online Journal: mysterion.it and eventually in a Supplement to the Studies in Spirituality series by Peter’s Publishers.
Submitted by Chuck Faso, OFM.

Invitation from Il Ritiro to attend Two Retreats:
“The San Damiano Icon”
November 23, 2019, 9:00am – 3:00 pm
November 24, 2019,10:30am– 2:30 pm
IL Ritiro Franciscan Retreat Center
7935 St. Francis Lane P.O. Box 38
Dittmer, MO 63023
Sr. Carol Beckermann, O.S.F., is the presenter of these two Retreats. They are separate
presentations. The Icon of Christ of San Damiano is a unique Icon of Hope which is easy to
read and speaks a profound message. This icon brings you face to face to the mystery of
God.
To register, please call 636-274-0554, or email us at il.ritiro@gmail.com.
Website: Ilritiro.org

“Exploring the wisdom of Thomas Merton”
November 12, 2019 – November 14, 2019
IL Ritiro Franciscan Retreat Center
7935 St. Francis Lane P.O. Box 38
Dittmer, MO 63023
This Retreat Experience includes 4 Presentations.
They are:
The Journey from the false self to the true self
Contemplation
Prayer
The Desert: Solitude & Silence
The presenter is Fr. Patrick Collins, a Jesuit priest who is an author who
has presented retreats around the world.
Check the Thomas Merton Flyer or our website for more details.
To register, please call 636-274-0554, or email us at il.ritiro.org.
Website: Ilritiro.com

Remembering Our Brothers

A

However, his love for the poor and marginalized
stretched beyond the confines of Quincy, IL. He
willingly volunteered to help the friars of the Holy Gospel Province in Mexico to reestablish that
province after years of political suppression.
When a school was set up in El Paso, TX, to provide a good education for the younger friars of
the Mexican Province, Fr. Neal was among those
who volunteered to teach there.

Neal Kaveny, OFM
1907-1988

cursory glance at the “fact sheet” for Fr.
Neal, will reveal the life of a quiet academic who spent a good part of his life at
Quincy College as a teacher and student
of modern languages. Indeed, over forty years of
his life were spent in such pursuits. However,
there is so much more about this man’s life that
remains hidden in his devotion to something
which our mission statement makes concrete. “Our mission is
to permeate our society with Gospel values. We are to be instruments of change and heralds of peace in a broken world,
serving all people, especially the poor and marginalized,
through reconciliation and healing.”
Fr. Neal lived out that mission statement by reaching out to
those students who found academic work particularly challenging. His office was usually the scene of this hidden work
with those students who found themselves floundering in their
studies. Neal made it his concern to help those who needed
and wanted it. He was responsible for more than one academic
success story.

Fr. Neal also reached out to the soldiers of World
War II. During that conflict, he volunteered to
serve as a chaplain in the Armed Forces.
Disappointment was to be a part of Fr. Neal’s life as he grew
older. The modern language requirement, which provided him
with students, was dropped at Quincy College. He went to
Washington, DC, to work in the Franciscan Academy there as
a translator. Ill health cut that assignment short. Addicted to
nicotine, Fr. Neal suffered from emphysema and other lung
infections. After a long fight to keep breathing, he passed
away and was buried among his confreres in Hillside.
From SHP Necrology

NOTICE FROM THE PROVINCIAL SECRETARY:
Jesús Ramírez Tapia has officially left the Order.

A new Ambry for Sacred Heart
the dinner table one day, Larry Janezic, OFM, said that the archbishop had
called for each parish to have an ambry, and that Sacred Heart (Indianapolis), had
no funds to purchase one. Tom Fox, OFM, was sitting at the table and had an
idea to take an old, unused piece of the friary and repurpose it for use as an ambry. The friars agreed to the project and Tom began his work. He took an original piece of
woodwork from the house which had originally been used to indicate friars’ schedules near the
back door of the friary. It was dull with age and dust, but showed signs of intricate carving by
one of our early friars. Tom carefully took it apart, cleaned it, oiled it and varnished it. He
revealed much of its original beauty.
Then he added three simple shelves to
PLEASE PRAY FOR
hold the holy oils. The result is a simWe ask all readers of the ATP to please
ple, yet beautiful ambry which was
pray with us the following intentions
installed this past Easter. Thanks,
for the month of November:
Tom, for your skill and artistry in renewing the work of friars of old!
 That the spirit of fraternity and common

At

Photo / article submitted by
Dennis Schafer, OFM

Schedule of
the Provincial Minister
for the month of November, 2019




4-5: Techny, IL: Meeting of Region 5 of Conference of Major
Superiors of Men.
11-14: San Antonio, TX: Provincial Council meeting at Mission
San Jose.
16-23: Rome, Italy: Meeting of International Catholic Committee of Nurses and Visitation.



purpose on display during the recent
Chapter of Mats will continue to grow in
the six provinces.
For those who work so that others in the
world may have their daily bread.

† Anne Marie Buvala (93), sister of our own Andy
Buvala, OFM, died on October 28, at her residence in
Sonora, CA.




November 1
November 3

Ralph Zetzl (82)
Charles Reid (62)
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