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Sacred Heart Province Mission Statement

We, Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province, profess and live the Gospel within the
Catholic Church. Living in fraternity and walking with God's people, especially those marginalized by society, we
are heralds of peace and ministers of reconciliation.
Value from Province’s Mission Statement: Recognizing the gifts all friars bring at each stage of their lives.

B

ishop Ferd Cheri, III, OFM, Auxiliary
Bishop of New Orleans, LA, was the
preacher for the Black History Revival at
Little Flower of Jesus Church in Monroe,
LA, on February 3-5. The congregation was
challenged and filled with the Spirit. Bishop Cheri also
conferred the
Sacrament of
Confirmation on five
young men at Little
Flower on February 2.

News from Around the Province

Submitted: Adrian Fischer,
OFM

FRIAR SENIORS WORK OUT

B

lessed Giles Friary recently
received a very generous
grant from the Ruth St. John &
John Dunham West Foundation
of Manitowoc, WI, to purchase
a NuStep recumbent cross-trainer.

In the first six weeks, the friars have already
logged in over 55 miles (or 103,818 steps).
That's more than 34 hours and 135 workout
sessions. This is in addition to the senior friars'
regular Mon/Wed/Friday exercise classes led
by Donald Lachowicz, OFM, RN. This is all
part of the ongoing health and wellness program
offered to our friars in retirement.
Photos: Vince Callahan, OFM (below photo),

can be found doing his "3 laps" right after lunch
each day. When he can't walk outside, Ken
Rosswog, OFM (top photo), enjoys the challenge
of doing little sprints on the NuStep.

Remembering Our Brothers
Barnabas Schaefer, OFM
1879-1958

O

n Thursday afternoon, February
13,1958, Father Barnabas
Schaefer, O.F.M., died at St.
Anthony’s Hospital, St. Louis,
where he had been chaplain for 35 years.
Thus began the obituary notice that the
Provincial Office sent to the friars about
this remarkable friar’s death. It continued:
“His very first assignment the next year
prophetically included the chaplaincy of a
hospital; for with the exception of five years, he was a hospital
chaplain during his entire priestly life.” The hospitals which he
served were the following: St. Joseph’s in Memphis, six years; St.
Joseph’s in Joliet, one year; Koch Hospital in St. Louis, thirty-one
years; and St. Anthony Hospital in St. Louis, thirty-five years. He
served these last two hospitals simultaneously.

Barnabas also served as a confessor for religious women in a
variety of communities in the cities where he served. He was
known as someone who worked zealously for the salvation and
sanctification of souls while at the same time being a man of
prayer and an exemplary Franciscan. His ministry to Koch
Hospital meant a trip that involved a street car, a train, and a
horse and buggy. This he did as he did most things, quietly and
unobtrusively. One particularly bitter cold night, the street car
conductor saw him waiting for his ride. Realizing that Fr.
Barnabas would have to wait until his car got to the end of the
route and doubled back, he stopped and hailed the priest and
said, “You might as well ride with me, Father; this is the only car
on the line, and you’d have to wait for me to come back anyhow.”

As he attended many of the dying, he met Sister Death calmly
and with open eyes despite the fact that he was blind at the end
of his life. He did not complain at all in the midst of his sufferings
and simply recalled his good health for seventy years. His funeral
was celebrated by Provincial Minister Pius Barth, O.F.M.; Bishop
Glennon Flavin gave the final commendation .
From SHP Necrology

In addition to his ministry to the sick in these hospitals, Fr.

books and articles, Fr. Collins has produced forty-five TV programs, and
videos, among them: Thomas Merton, Man, Monk and Myth, with
music. He presents various kinds of retreats, missions, and workshops,
including “spiritual concerts” which combine texts and tunes for spiritual
insight and growth. This approach gives a feeling dimension to the
meaning of the words and connects head with heart, reason and
imagination. He calls it: Music with a Message.
This Retreat Experience includes 4
Overnight Registration fee is $210 ($50 non-refundable) per person
presentations with time for reflection, private and includes 4 Presentations 7 meals and 2 overnights with private
prayer, walking the trails and a discussion on rooms. (Space limited).
Wednesday Evening. It will begin

“Exploring the Wisdom of Thomas
Merton”
April 28 - 30, 2020
IL Ritiro Franciscan Retreat Center
P.O. Box 38 ~ 7935 St. Francis Lane
Dittmer, MO 63023

Tues. 3-6pm Arrival
6pm Dinner
7pm “The Journey from the False Self toward the True
Self.”
Wed. 7:30 am Mass (Optional)
8am
Breakfast
9am
“Contemplation”
12noon Lunch
2pm. “Prayer”
6pm
Dinner
7pm
Discussion (Optional)
Thur. 7:30 am Mass (Optional)
8am
Breakfast
9am
“The Desert: Solitude and Silence”
12am Closes with a Lunch
Presenter: Fr. Patrick Collins, PhD.
Fr. Patrick is an outstanding author, preacher, musician and university
professor.He senses that his principal vocation is to contemplative
living—out of which his various ministries flow. In addition to numerous

Commuter Registration Fee is $120 ($30 non-refundable) and
includes 4 Presentations and 7 meals. Registrations are due by April 22,
2020. To register, please call 636-274-0554 or email
il.ritiro@gmail.com Website: Ilritiro.org.

PLEASE PRAY FOR
We ask all readers of the ATP to please
pray with us the following intentions
for the month of February:



That the spirit of fraternity and common purpose on
display during the recent Chapter of Mats will continue
to grow in the six provinces.
As we commemorate the 300th jubilee of Mission San
Jose in San Antonio, TX, we pray for all of the friars
who have served there, and for all the people who were
blessed by the friars’ presence.

† Rudy Rodríguez, br other of our confr er e, David
Rodriguez, OFM, died on February 11, the Feast of Our Lady
of Lourdes.

†May the souls of the faithful departed
through the mercy of God
rest in peace.
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