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Sacred Heart Province Mission Statement

We, Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province, profess and live the Gospel within the
Catholic Church. Living in fraternity and walking with God's people, especially those marginalized by society, we
are heralds of peace and ministers of reconciliation.
Value from Province’s Mission Statement: Recognizing the gifts all friars bring at each stage of their lives.

The friars of St. Joseph Friary, Chicago, an interprovincial temporary professed formation program, gathered for retreat
December 16-19, 2019, at Portiuncula Retreat Center, Frankfort, Illinois. Our general minister Michael Perry, OFM,
graced us with his presence and insights for part of our time together. He is pictured here with the temporary professed
friars and their formators.
Submitted by Jerry Bleem, OFM

a

fter celebrating
the Mass of the
4th Sunday of
Advent in Kaltag, AK, Fr. Joe
Hemmer, OFM, traveled to Galena
in the afternoon on his way to Ruby.
He stayed overnight in Galena, waiting for his flight the next day to Ruby. Brother Justin Huber and Thinh
Tran celebrated with him his 92nd
birthday. Thinh prepared a meal and
several deserts, apple and pecan
pies, for his birthday. The temperatures have plummeted here to -40F.
Submitted: Thinh Tran, OFM

On December 24th, Fr. Vincent Callahan,
OFM, celebrated his 78th birthday in his
home at Blessed Giles Friary in Manitowoc, WI. The community celebrated in a
special way with him at the Christmas festive meal with a snowman cake.
Happy Birthday, Vince!

Remembering Our Brothers

D

Br. Roger Mueller OFM
1846-1926
etails about life prior to Brother Roger’s entrance
into the Order are scanty. It seems that he lived
part of his life among Native Americans and may
have been of Native American heritage. His father
was killed in a skirmish with Indians in his native
Iowa.

Sometime later he was taken in by a man in Quincy who taught
him the skills of gardening. Subsequently, he entered the Franciscan Order just before the vast number of emigres arrived from
Germany. For the rest of his life, Brother Roger served the friars
as a gardener and outdoorsman. He spent a great deal of his life
in Keshena and Washburn, Wisconsin, where he was helpful in
working with the Native American children who were being educated by the friars. Not only would Brother Roger supply the tables of the friars with greens and vegetables, he also kept the

Schedule of
the Provincial Minister
for the month of January, 2020




5-11: New York, NY: Meeting of US-6 Provincials.
20-22: St. Louis, MO: Provincial Council meeting.
27-31: Winter Park, FL: Inter-Provincial Retreat.
Christmas for our friars
at St. Mary’s, Manitowoc, WI

L

eading up to Christmas, our five friars at
St. Mary’s Nursing Home/Felician Village,
saw quite a bit of activity for the season.

heating stoves of the friaries supplied
with wood. He could be found with his
faithful troop of followers chopping wood
and carrying water back to the friaries all
year through.
After a long and faithful life as a friar,
Brother Roger began to experience
some open leg sores. Then one day he
fell on the ice and broke a hip. From that
time forward he was confined to bed or
to a wheelchair. Then Brother began to
complain of a failing appetite. Apparently he was suffering from a
paralyzed intestine which eventually claimed his life. He was laid
to rest in the new mission cemetery in Keshena next to his confreres and surrounded by the Native Americans whom he had
come to love.
From SHP Necrology

PLEASE PRAY FOR
We ask all readers of the ATP to please
pray with us the following intentions
for the month of December:






That the spirit of fraternity and common purpose
on display during the recent Chapter of Mats will
continue to grow in the six provinces.
That with the help of the Holy Family, may those
without homes and homelands find shelter and a
place of safety and security.
In this national month of migration we pray that
all life will be respected and all immigrants will be
welcomed and treated justly."

† Melvin Wierzbicki, OFM (92) - ABM - died November 26, 2019. He was a friar for 70 years and a priest
for 66.
†May the souls of the faithful departed

Frs. Lambert, Andy, Harry and Br. Pauli
through the mercy of God
were shepherds in the Christmas play;
rest in peace.
Fr. Harry, a Korean War Veteran, had a special
Christmas visit from local veterans. Visits from with these elves of Santa
singing groups (scouts and church groups) and Fr. Duffy is displaying
were also matched by a Christmas party in the blanket he received from
the unit which provided additional
gifts. Workers from
a local business
contacted St.
Mary’s and provided Christmas greetings and gifts to a
them. On Christmas Day there was a visit and
number of the resiadditional unwrapping of Christmas gifts from
dents at St. Mary’s;
some members of the Blessed Giles community.
Fr. Andy is pictured
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