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"Thirsting For Justice / Sed de Justicia"

O

ver 32,650 Catholic
bishops, priests, religious and laity
gathered March 2224, 2019 for the annual LA Religious Education Congress held in Anaheim, California. This is the largest
annual gathering of Catholics in the USA. Among the
many workshop presenters this year, were two from
Sacred Heart Province, Fr Bill Burton on scripture
and Fr. Gilberto Cavazos on spirituality. Bishop Ferd
Cheri, OFM, presided at the Saturday evening Mass
in the arena honoring, "Our Ancestors in Faith from
the Black Catholic Perspective." It was a spirit-filled
celebration of our Catholic faith. Ferd's powerful
homily began with singing the spiritual, "If anybody
asks, 'Who I am?'....tell them I'm a child of God!" And
soon the entire arena was filled with the voices of the
congregation singing together. Ferd reminded us of
the many Black Catholics who have gone before us.
He urged us all to recognize and profess our faith
speaking and working boldly for those among us who
have no voice. He reminded us to "thirst for justice."
Every time we gather to celebrate the Eucharist we

recall our ancestors in faith and are reminded that WE
must be the witnesses for Jesus today.
The Franciscan family was well represented by other
friars from Holy Name Province, Our Lady of Guadalupe, St. Barbara, St. John the Baptist, Assumption,
Sacred Heart and the OFM novices. The Capuchins
and Conventual Franciscans were also well represented. If you wish to view the entire homily of Bishop
Ferd, you can access it on YouTube. Other highlights
of the 2019, LA Congress, are also available on
YouTube. You will also find more info on the Congress web site: recongress.org
Michael Fowler, OFM
The elected members are:

STEERING COMMITTEE ELECTED
Provincial Chapter 2020 is now 15 months away.
To prepare for this important meeting, a “Steering
Committee” was elected by the friars of Sacred
Heart Province. It will be their responsibility to
plan the agenda for the chapter in consultation
with the provincial administration.



Bob Barko, O.F.M.



John Dombrowski, O.F.M.



Dat Hoang, O.F.M



Marc Sheckells, O.F.M.



Ed Tverdek, O.F.M.

Pray for these friars as they begin planning
Provincial Chapter 2020.

Remembering Our Brothers

and missions. He would always bring slides of
his days in China as part of his retreat preaching. He loved to tell stories of his experiences
in China and would regale the friars by the
hour with his story telling.
In 1976, during the Easter Vigil services at
Mayslake Village where he served as chaplain, Father Roland fell in the darkened chapel. He was hospitalized shortly thereafter. He
never returned to Mayslake Village and lived
his last years at St. Paschal’s. He died of cardiac arrest brought on by severe edema.

Ronald Averbeck, OFM
1905-1981

ather Roland’s name cannot
be separated from the province’s work in the missions
of China. He journeyed to
the Orient shortly after his ordination in 1932.
There he was assigned for a short time to teach
in the seminary. Later, he was placed in charge
of the mission of Changtien where he served at the same
time as pro-prefect for Bishop Pinger. His confreres remembered him as someone who would always provide a
“warm welcome home” after their missionary journeys
to the mission stations. He always saw to it that their
home coming was warm and convivial.

F

Despite his efforts to return to China after World War II,
he returned to the United States and began a twelve year
love affair with the people of Sacred Heart Church in
Indianapolis, IN. He was also active in preaching retreats

Father Roland never lost his love for China and was always concerned for the Chinese friars that had been left
behind. In the very week that Father Roland died, a letter
was received from one of those friars, Father Ferdinand
Fi, in the offices of the Provincial Minister. However,
Father Roland learned of these developments in heaven.
He was buried in the Portiuncula Cemetery in Oak
Brook.
From SHP Necrology

St. Bonaventure University’s Franciscan Institute is holding a
conference next week that might be of interest to the friars of
your provinces.






April 4
April 7
April 9
April 9
April 9

Ted Haag
Albert Haase
Irenaeus Kimminau
Albert Langheim
Harry Speckman

(66)
(64)
(98)
(92)
(89)

PLEASE PRAY FOR
We ask all readers of the ATP to please pray with
us the following intention for the month of April:
“For the friars who are in transition, leaving
longtime ministries, and for the people affected
by our leaving.”
† Alexander Di Lella, OFM, 89 - HN, died on
March 23, at St. Catherine of Siena Nursing Home in
Caldwell, NJ. He was a friar for 68 years and a priest
for 63.
† Emeric Szlezak, OFM, 102 - HN, died on Mar ch
16, in St. Petersburg, FL. He was a friar for 79 years
and a priest for 74.


† Mrs. Olga Garza, mother of our confr er e J esus
Aguirre Garza, died on April 2.

It is titled “Franciscan Reform and the Abuse Crises in the
Catholic Church,” and is being held on the SBU campus in
western New York, from April 12 to 13. Her e’s a link to a
press release about the event with information as well as a link
to watch via livestream. https://www.sbu.edu/about-sbu/newsevents/latest-news/news-release/2019/03/26/st.-bonaventure-sfranciscan-institute-hosting-conference-on-abuse-crises-incatholic-church.
In related news, the executive director of the Franciscan Institute, Fr. David Couturier, OFM, Cap, recently wrote a book
about the dynamics of the sexual abuse and leadership crisis in
light of Franciscan ideas of reform. Information about The
Voice of Victims, The Voice of the Crucified, which discusses
the psychological and organizational dynamics that gave rise
to sexual abuse in the Catholic Church and the ways that
Church leaders have been morally negligent, can be found in
this release.https://www.sbu.edu/about-sbu/news-events/latest
-news/news-release/2019/03/30/st.-bonaventure-professor-sbook-details-how-franciscans-can-best-respond-to-the-abusecrisis
Information provided by Jocelyn Thomas, HN
Communications Director

†May the souls of the faithful departed
through the mercy of God
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