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Sacred Heart Province Mission Statement

We, Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province, profess and live the Gospel within the Catholic
Church. Living in fraternity and walking with God's people, especially those marginalized by society, we are heralds of
peace and ministers of reconciliation.
Value from Province’s Mission Statement: Recognizing the gifts all fr iar s br ing at each stage of their lives.

RENOVATIONS IN TEUTOPOLIS, IL

A

ny friar, coming through novitiate prior to
1967, spent a year in Teutopolis. The
buildings and the wall around the property
have not changed for decades. Today,
however, some of the older friars might
not recognize the place.
A committee of St. Francis parishioners began working on a long range plan for the parish back in May of
2017. The committee followed the policies of the Diocese of Springfield in Illinois, step by step, more
than twenty of them!

The goal is to remove a section of the old novitiate
and the wall along the sidewalk. Then a parking lot
will be poured, and a gathering space built. It will
house an elevator so people can reach the floor having the dining room and meeting rooms, or the person
can ascend to the next level and visit the museum.
Renovation of the inside of the old novitiate will take time
and money. The guaranteed maximum price for the project is $1,400,000.00. This doesn’t include furnishings.
This section is called the Museum and Sr. Ethelbert Center.
Another part of the long range plan is to build a parish
center. This has been discussed for 35 years. A majority of
the parish is obviously not in a big hurry to tackle this project. The parish owns the Grade School Auditorium,

which has been named Fr. Vitus Hall. In fact, the parish
owns the entire grade school building and leases it to the
School District.
Across the railroad tracks, where the seminary once stood
and where the tower is all that is left, one finds an empty
lot. There was a large Knights of Columbus Hall there, but
in the spring of this year a fire destroyed the building.
Construction will soon start on a building to replace the
hall. The estimate is $2.4 million dollars.
Many will recall Sacred Heart Church in Effingham. This community is doing major work on its
worship space, raising $3 million dollars in
pledges and cash in a rather brief time. They are
hoping Christmas will find them in their newly
renovated church. And St. Anthony’s in Effingham is building a new rectory for their priests –
another successful campaign raised $1.5 million
in a few months.
One could conclude that the Catholic Church is
good for the economy in the Effingham area
with all these jobs connected with demolition,
construction and furnishings!
Friars Frank Folino, Dat Hoang and
Joe Carlos send our greetings!

RITE OF INVESTITURE (October 15, 2019)
In the novitiate chapel, the side chapel of historic Mission
Santa Barbara, OFM friars gathered with guests from the
Capuchin and Conventual Novitiates, and with some local
supporters, to witness the investiture of our eleven OFM
novices.
Novice Directors Jeff Macnab, Michael Blastic, and Freddy Rodriguez had prepared the novices for this day. The
ceremony began with a hymn and a gathering prayer that
included the ritual of all present being sprinkled with water. The first reading was in English—from Celano’s Life
of St. Francis. The second reading was from the Gospel of
Matthew proclaimed in Spanish—“Whoever wants to be
my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross
and follow me…”

Gino Grivetti, OFM, and Neil Pavao, OFM—SHP novices
After heart-felt intercessions, we prayed
the Lord’s Prayer and received a blessing.
The closing song began with the verse
“Sing, O sing like the wind and sea; let
music fill the skies! Lift your voice like
the thund’ring waves: let songs of praise
arise! Praise God with drums and dancing! Praise God with flute and horn!
Blessed be our God, Mighty Lord of
All!”
And out to the patio for a social time,
and then into the dining room for dinner
and dessert.
Mark Schroeder, OFM.
Photos courtesy of Octavio Duran, OFM

The reflection on the readings was opened to all in the assembly; whomever wished to speak stood in their place.
Seven friars shared what the sign of the
habit meant to them.
One friar from each of our six provinces
led the Rite of Investiture (I assume that
the six were each the Director of Formation for their province). Handing each
novice from their province a folded habit,
we heard each novice greeted by name,
then “Receive this habit of probation in the
Order of Friars Minor. It is a sign of your
commitment to your brothers, the Church,
and the world, in service to Christ and His
Church.”
The novices processed out to the sacristy
to don their new habits. In a short while, in
processed the eleven newly-clad novices.
They stood in the middle of the chapel,
and we sang a moving Blessing Prayer
based on the ‘Suscipe’ of St. Ignatius.
Rommel Pérez, OFM, blessing the habits for the new novices

Remembering Our Brothers

After his work at St. Paschal’s was finished,
Father Rene went to Brazil to assist the missionaries in the building of churches and chapels along the Amazon River. The climate, the
culture, and the language were all different.
However, Father Rene worked for twelve
years there.

Rene Ettelbrick, OFM
1912-1995

F

ather Rene hailed from Greenup,
IL, although he was born in St.
Louis, MO. His family moved,
while he was still very young, to
central Illinois where they set up a shoe company which flourished over the years. He was
received into the Order in 1932 and ordained a
priest in 1939. One of the greatest tragedies of
Father Rene’s life occurred on his ordination day. His
family was traveling back home when a tire blew out
causing the car to roll over. His mother was killed instantly and the rest of the family were seriously injured. As a
result of the accident, Father Rene’s First Mass was also
the funeral for his mother.
Father Rene will long be remembered as an architect. His
early years in the Province were years of great building
projects. He earned a Master’s Degree in Science and Architectural Engineering from Catholic University and then
spent the next thirty-three years as a builder. Those who
remember the friary in Oak Brook known as St. Paschal’s
will also remember that it was Father Rene who guided its
construction using the unskilled labor of the men who
came to the Order as candidates for the lay brotherhood.

Following his assignment to Brazil, Father
Rene participated in the pastoral renewal program in Santa Barbara with a hope to find his
way into parochial ministry. Remembering his
early days as a priest, when he worked with the poor African Americans in Memphis and Chicago, he hoped to return to that ministry. However, he never felt completely
comfortable in that role and eventually retired from active
ministry and became the caretaker and maintenance man
for the province retreat in Victory Heights.
As he grew older and as his health deteriorated, he became a very solitary man. He cooked for himself, lived in
a cottage in Crowley, Texas, and visited with the friars
once a week. In 1995, his health worsened to the point
that he needed assistance. He moved to Sherman, IL.
Within a week of his arrival, he died of congestive heart
disease and renal failure. He was buried in the Greenup
Cemetery.
From SHP Necrology

PLEASE PRAY FOR
We ask all readers of the ATP to please
pray with us the following intentions
for the month of October:







Three Bruins Named
National Merit Commended Students
Three Padua Franciscan High School seniors were recognized
as National Merit Commended Students. A letter of commendation from the National Merit Scholarship Corporation was
presented to Christine Blatnik ’20, Rochelle Fabregas ’20 and
Maria Rich ’20 in September 2019 by Principal David Stec ’86.
Click here for more details: https://paduafranciscan.com/news/
three-bruins-named-national-merit-commended-students/







That the spirit of fraternity and common
purpose on display during the recent
Chapter of Mats will continue to grow in
the six provinces.
That we grow in our understanding of the
Plenary Council’s call to deepen our
contemplative stance.
For all ill and infirm friars, and those who
are undergoing transitions in their lives.
For friars who are caregivers to their
brothers.
For friends and benefactors to our
provinces.
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