
We, Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province, profess and live the Gospel within the 
Catholic Church. Living in fraternity and walking with God's people, especially those marginalized by society, we 

are heralds of peace and ministers of reconciliation. 
Value from Provinceôs Mission Statement: Recognizing the gifts all friars bring at each stage of their lives. 
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Br. Herb Rempe, OFM  
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and dedicated friar ò 
 

The  friar community 
of Blessed Giles 
in Manitowoc, WI, 
gathered in a 

private ceremony, on Monday morning, 
April 20, to celebrate the life of Br. Herb 
Rempe, OFM. In his homily, Fr. John 
Dombrowski, OFM, shared a conversation 
in which Br. Herb indicated that he felt it 
was time for him to move over to St. 
Maryôs, the nursing home at Felician 
Village. Br. Herb went on to say that he felt 
ñthe staff at Blessed Giles had done a 
yeomanôs job in the care he had received 

during his two years hereò. 

Fr. John shared that the term óyeoman 
serviceô is a navy term that means 
ñexceptionally good, loyal and dedicated,ò 
and, in fact, it speaks in a wonderful way 
about the life that Br. Herb himself had 

lived in his 84 years of life. 

Br. Herb was born on September 18, 1935, 
in Lawrence, NE, to Norbert Rempe and 
Beatrice (Pohlmeier) Rempe, and was 
given the name óJamesô. His father died 
when James was only five years old, and 
his mother married Clarence Jurgensmeier 
who became the father that Br. Herb knew 
best. Br. Herb had one sister and three 
brothers. With two friar uncles, Br. Art 
Rempe, OFM, and Br. Ray Pohlmeier, 
OFM, and several friar cousins, John and 
Gilbert Ostdiek, OFM, it is no surprise that 
he would decide to pursue a religious 
vocation.  He was received into the 
Franciscan community with the name 
óHerbertô on June 21, 1957, and professed 

his solemn vows on 

June 22, 1961.  

This good, loyal, and 
dedicated friar began 
his service working for 
seven years on the 
construction crew, 
building St. Paschalôs 
Brothers School in Oak 
Brook, IL. Br. Herb 
helped in all facets of 
the work, but brought 
special expertise as an 
electrician. He went on to serve for eleven 
years on the staff at Our Lady of the 
Angels Seminary in Quincy, IL, working in 
maintenance and as the dean of students, 
and then, after three years working for 
Quincy College, Br. Herb returned to OLA 

as the treasurer and the vice-rector.  

From Quincy, he moved to the provincial 
offices in St. Louis, MO, where he served  
as the province treasurer for fifteen years. 
Fr. Michael Hill, OFM, the current 
treasurer, writes: ñHe was one of the best 
treasurers we were blessed to have at the 
financial helm of our province.  He 
was graced with extraordinary 
common, practical, and useful 
sense, and was truly a 
gentleman.ò During his time in St. 
Louis, he also served as the vicar 
and the guardian for the friar 
community.  It is worth noting that, 
during those years in Quincy and 
St. Louis, he served four terms, 
twelve years, as provincial 

councilor. 

From St. Louis, Br. Herb moved to 
Chicago, IL, where he became the 
director of Franciscan Outreach 

Ministries for three years, 
and then, for eighteen more 
years, was part of the staff at 
St. Peterôs Church in the 
Loop.  For six years he also 

was the guardian. 

It was in December of 2017 
that declining health 
necessitated a move to the 
retirement community at 
Blessed Giles in Manitowoc, 
WI. Br. Herb lived for two 
years at Blessed Giles, and 

then, the last couple of months, at St. 
Maryôs Nursing Home. His decline was 
quite rapid during his last week and Sr. 
Death came calling for this óexceptionally 
good, loyal, and dedicatedô friar, on the 
evening of April 14th.  Because of the 
current pandemic, the funeral Mass was 
private, followed by burial in Calvary 
Cemetery in Manitowoc. It is hoped that 
another celebration of his life can be held 
later in the year.  May our Br. Herb rest in 

peace. 

 



 
Clete Casey, OFM  

1917-1973  

R obert Casey was a native of Chicago who came to the friars in 
1937. He was ordained to the 
priesthood in 1944. Almost 

immediately he left for the Brazilian Mission 
on the Amazon River in the Prelacy of 
Santarem. He spent the next sixteen years 
working with his confreres in Brazil. 

When he returned to the United States in 
1962, he began the next phase of his ministerial life in 
San Antonio, Texas, after a one year assignment as 
assistant pastor at Our Lady of Angels Parish in 
Cleveland. In San Antonio, he first served as pastor of 

the church in Van Ormy for three years, 
followed by three more years as pastor of St. 
Clare where he built the church with the 
assistance of the Franciscan Missionary 
Union. 

In 1969, he was transferred to Indianapolis 
where he served as chaplain of the Veterans 
Administration Hospital, first in Indianapolis 
and then in Marion, Indiana. It was there 
while he was on duty at the hospital that he 
suffered a fatal heart attack. He had suffered 
from heart disease for some time. 

His body was brought to his native Chicago where he 
was buried in the friarsô cemetery in Oak Brook after a 
funeral at St. Augustine Church. 
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COPING WITH COVID-19 

At  St. Peterôs Friary in Chicago, we have 
been living our Franciscan Rule of 
Hermitage. As a contemplative fraternity 
in mission, we have deepened our fraternal 

life ï by being there for one another, enjoying one 
anotherôs company, sharing our lives with one another as 
never before, and caring for our sick. We have deepened 
our contemplative life by spending more time in 
personal prayer, being intimately united as brothers at 
daily Eucharist, and renewing whole-hearted choice to 
have God as our All. We have been in mission while 

facing the possibility of welcoming Sister Death.   
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PLEASE PRAY FOR 
 
We ask all readers of the ATP to please  
pray with us the following intentions  

for the month of April: 
 
�x�� That the spirit of fraternity and 
common purpose on display during 
the recent Chapter of Mats will 
continue to grow in the six 
provinces. 

�x�� For God's healing presence for all of 
those affected in any way by the 
corona virus, and for all of those 
caring for them or working to bring 
about an end to its spread 
throughout the world. 

 
�x�� April 27  Paul Par®  (71) 
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